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“For too long, our officials have been making COVID-related decisions based on political
science, instead of the actual science. Repeated studies have shown that long-term mask
wearing has had a detrimental impact on our students, stunting their educational, emotional
and social development and making it that much harder for them to overcome the

pandemic.

“It's for those reasons that I've repeatedly joined our local school districts in urging the
governor and state Department of Health to provide clear guidance and an off-ramp to the
end of the mask mandate. I'm glad that Governor Hochul finally listened to our voices and
ended it. This is a big win for our educators and our children, who can finally get back to

normal after the chaos and disruption of the past two years.

“This mandate was yet another example of the Executive overreach that has marred our
state’s ability to address the pandemic and chart the best path forward. Instead of unilateral
decisions that need to be rescinded after widespread public outcry, the Legislature must

assert itself as an equal partner in government.”
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