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Prevention

SENATOR ANNA KAPLAN  June 2, 2022
| ISSUE: SOCIAL MEDIA, COMBATING EXTREMISM, PUBLIC SAFETY, GUN VIOLENCE PREVENTION,
GUN VIOLENCE PREVENTION; GUN REFORMS

(Albany, NY) Today, Senator Anna M. Kaplan (D-North Hills) and the NY Senate Democratic
Majority passed legislation to strengthen gun safety measures and ensure deadly weapons
stay out of the wrong hands. The legislation will update the criminal code to make the threat
of mass harm a crime; require microstamping of ammunition; strengthen measures to
prevent those with criminal backgrounds from obtaining guns and ammo; allow health care
providers to file extreme risk protection orders, and strengthen regulations for high capacity
ammo, feeding devices, and body armor. It would also more broadly define the term
“firearm.”

Less than halfway through 2022, the United States has already endured over 200 mass
shootings, with guns ranking as the number one cause of death among kids and teens. This
public health crisis stands alone as one that could help be prevented with effective
leadership. Gun violence rips through the fabric of every American community, and puts all
citizens at unnecessary, increased levels of danger. The New York Senate Majority is building
on its strong record of gun safety by advancing responsible and effective firearm regulations
to end these avoidable tragedies.

Bill sponsor Senator Anna Kaplan said, “The racist domestic terrorist who murdered 10
innocent Black New Yorkers in a Buffalo supermarket was radicalized online in an
environment where hate speech is encouraged and where there are few options for people of
good conscience to sound the alarm about what's going on there. We all know the expression
“if you see something, say something,” but unfortunately, many social media platforms make
it impossible to speak out when you see something dangerous or harmful online. My
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legislation will empower social media users to keep virtual spaces safer for all by providing
clear and consistent reporting mechanisms to flag hate speech, and with the devastating
consequences of hate all around us getting worse by the day, we need to take this action
right away.”

Senate Majority Leader Stewart-Cousinssaid, “Our nation has been brought to a moment of
reckoning due to weapons of war that have been too easily accessed by those seeking to kill.
These weapons have made places in our communities like schools, grocery stores, houses of
worship, and concerts, places of carnage. In these devastating times in New York and across
the nation, we have worked with Governor Hochul, Speaker Heastie, and members of the
Democratic Legislature to step up and send a message that this path of gun violence is
unacceptable and we need real change.”

The legislation being passed by the Senate Majority includes:

e Permit to Purchase a Semi-Automatic Rifle: This bill, S.9458, sponsored by Senator Kevin
Thomas, would establish a permit to purchase or take possession of semiautomatic rifles
without affecting currently-owned semi-automatic rifles. Permits are only available to
people over the age of 21, and require a safety course and background checks.

e Establishing New Crimes of Mass Harm: This bill, S89B, sponsored by Senator Todd
Kaminsky establishes the crime of making a threat of mass harm and aggravated threat
of mass harm. This legislation clearly defines the criminality of those threats.

e Act to Microstamp Ammunition: This bill, S4116 A, sponsored by Senator Brad Hoylman,
requires semiautomatic pistols manufactured or delivered to any licensed dealer in this
state to be capable of microstamping ammunition.

e Strengthening Background Checks This bill, S4970A, sponsored by Senator Brian Kavanagh,
requires the creation and imposition of restrictive commercial practices and stringent
recordkeeping and reporting to prevent gun and ammunition sales to individuals with a
criminal record. Additionally, the bill requires firearms recovered by law enforcement to
be reported to the criminal gun clearinghouse within 24 hours.

e Bolstering Extreme Risk Protection Orders: This bill, S9113A, sponsored by Senator James
Skoufis, authorizes certain health care providers to apply for an extreme risk protection
order against a patient. The bill also requires police and district attorneys to apply for an
extreme risk protection order if there is probable cause that a person poses a threat.


http://email.sts.nysenate.gov/ls/click?upn=6lfwSXklqZN5c5KKhNEAmZnPmK-2F-2B4y0qeNSIopQ69yev6DYAOg6ebn2cVv1ogmhB7gDC-2BlO30Afiu-2FExKqjOnw-3D-3DHUKz_jffIHaLXuLEIMMcwMfhb0C3DidmzJs-2BdA83hR9mKZEGdnapqaZ74XI1t1-2FPMQHnAsryOegV8qvarQaceimiRP5hozlG3JIREvMKR9P-2B2hdRfovVxyN4HvXG3gu7SQE5gbdfRmkqLdW9xq9h3hF4GZSKUVd5Gkqrig3Bw77eHG7X0EjXYA-2BZ-2Fqa94fIOFViL7G1yOBVv9lya91-2BOLCntAt2wlG0kk0ZZRhd3QgnJWfQ8y-2Ft3qCVo8jm0rkApNAg9cY9y6nKuIpXBPFM3pMBIdM6N7K7ukNaN-2FaI5GTCnTc6B18pRKzWQcO9ksuz4Bt2UpWjzV8sIRuQsDD-2FPTt2wzi9WxgAzcNvhsvhijeEDITcG-2BSlG2SnqEfTTPo8SHbUaSBqaoRtd44fZCm4cSrwiCEdTleJ98OOl6rklZrZDxZCW8sRxtWeP9UgBFgOjyIq2QovIcHcagu8k-2B2oq9k2uJ-2BrMgHkIrVoV-2FiYaZPsV5XYR-2FI-2FqWkdLjQu8YZjWdY232MjsMX5zrdF-2FbCepGp9NHkA-3D-3D
http://email.sts.nysenate.gov/ls/click?upn=6lfwSXklqZN5c5KKhNEAmZnPmK-2F-2B4y0qeNSIopQ69yev6DYAOg6ebn2cVv1ogmhBFU4XUgAjto1VHjrADYol2g-3D-3Dzg1g_jffIHaLXuLEIMMcwMfhb0C3DidmzJs-2BdA83hR9mKZEGdnapqaZ74XI1t1-2FPMQHnAsryOegV8qvarQaceimiRP5hozlG3JIREvMKR9P-2B2hdRfovVxyN4HvXG3gu7SQE5gbdfRmkqLdW9xq9h3hF4GZSKUVd5Gkqrig3Bw77eHG7X0EjXYA-2BZ-2Fqa94fIOFViL7G1yOBVv9lya91-2BOLCntAt2wlG0kk0ZZRhd3QgnJWfQ8y-2Ft3qCVo8jm0rkApNAg9cY9y6nKuIpXBPFM3pMBIdM6N7K7ukNaN-2FaI5GTCnTc6B18pRKzWQcO9ksuz4Bt2UpSgatFSQWq5dx08GbPWxjR-2FtEKK9QsvQaTmRTuNyO2XDCqwmCTXqW6yRSOZtoF5buJRyqM-2FhHHoV44jdV5mx9b8Z52epmEFmf2SD5bXyjs81VZNZw1BM-2F9wQEaOoCX9EUj32vvvTlWJN8rv0F0GkppAVfNTgOt1zoLxf6Rg0-2BW-2FNqEYBCd-2BhK7mLiyMKWAeITA6ehgLtbTST6sTMJEUI8Bg-3D-3D
http://email.sts.nysenate.gov/ls/click?upn=6lfwSXklqZN5c5KKhNEAmZnPmK-2F-2B4y0qeNSIopQ69yev6DYAOg6ebn2cVv1ogmhB-2BrOd-2BadC3gy9U-2BwZpic0Qw-3D-3DZWzc_jffIHaLXuLEIMMcwMfhb0C3DidmzJs-2BdA83hR9mKZEGdnapqaZ74XI1t1-2FPMQHnAsryOegV8qvarQaceimiRP5hozlG3JIREvMKR9P-2B2hdRfovVxyN4HvXG3gu7SQE5gbdfRmkqLdW9xq9h3hF4GZSKUVd5Gkqrig3Bw77eHG7X0EjXYA-2BZ-2Fqa94fIOFViL7G1yOBVv9lya91-2BOLCntAt2wlG0kk0ZZRhd3QgnJWfQ8y-2Ft3qCVo8jm0rkApNAg9cY9y6nKuIpXBPFM3pMBIdM6N7K7ukNaN-2FaI5GTCnTc6B18pRKzWQcO9ksuz4Bt2UpteBcWnfnsDmNEUXxqXeeujAWw1UxIz0oU5GAReuI1wcEEumfGmTjbZMwUmd2aI22AsosCmcnDNrrxaAvUdObbekU9ulQOfw84SvssR9JCxdhzNnLqzc59A38TIcPDn1wVkXtQbrJ3kE19kkrwEm1ggyGOZ4L-2Bc0Q3kw2FCT2unsYyOgcTR0fdFkjTWMW583-2B34AL2XaZ880erchuxCTTfA-3D-3D
http://email.sts.nysenate.gov/ls/click?upn=6lfwSXklqZN5c5KKhNEAmZnPmK-2F-2B4y0qeNSIopQ69yev6DYAOg6ebn2cVv1ogmhBiyoqjWR8ZEuu3mypQaPuqA-3D-3DkYkh_jffIHaLXuLEIMMcwMfhb0C3DidmzJs-2BdA83hR9mKZEGdnapqaZ74XI1t1-2FPMQHnAsryOegV8qvarQaceimiRP5hozlG3JIREvMKR9P-2B2hdRfovVxyN4HvXG3gu7SQE5gbdfRmkqLdW9xq9h3hF4GZSKUVd5Gkqrig3Bw77eHG7X0EjXYA-2BZ-2Fqa94fIOFViL7G1yOBVv9lya91-2BOLCntAt2wlG0kk0ZZRhd3QgnJWfQ8y-2Ft3qCVo8jm0rkApNAg9cY9y6nKuIpXBPFM3pMBIdM6N7K7ukNaN-2FaI5GTCnTc6B18pRKzWQcO9ksuz4Bt2UpLpsNTjwNEo4iEdZL8GCfy7-2FPPbKgEQj4zgKkLwPKQy-2BDlTcYM9tP0-2B-2B38TTI5E25-2Fv2SDYgRaHrt-2Fn-2F8Nuq22Qw76ul31Euca0NNveDVuVpC8Ej4CH0zGyYrRhpg5RiEunhAO-2Fy6I2dKRS-2BSiZLB5qc7qIPupkt-2F5D73In8dMcNzja-2FqIzRTwgjMPqFlM8GAla7nIvaFwGcKk85uZgg5Yg-3D-3D
http://email.sts.nysenate.gov/ls/click?upn=6lfwSXklqZN5c5KKhNEAmZnPmK-2F-2B4y0qeNSIopQ69yev6DYAOg6ebn2cVv1ogmhBhNbTCcrgeRxAVBfJpsPuC4DV-2FRHeF6DOSgV4eEEokoU-3Dw9Rj_jffIHaLXuLEIMMcwMfhb0C3DidmzJs-2BdA83hR9mKZEGdnapqaZ74XI1t1-2FPMQHnAsryOegV8qvarQaceimiRP5hozlG3JIREvMKR9P-2B2hdRfovVxyN4HvXG3gu7SQE5gbdfRmkqLdW9xq9h3hF4GZSKUVd5Gkqrig3Bw77eHG7X0EjXYA-2BZ-2Fqa94fIOFViL7G1yOBVv9lya91-2BOLCntAt2wlG0kk0ZZRhd3QgnJWfQ8y-2Ft3qCVo8jm0rkApNAg9cY9y6nKuIpXBPFM3pMBIdM6N7K7ukNaN-2FaI5GTCnTc6B18pRKzWQcO9ksuz4Bt2Up9PUr-2FXpvJ-2B1BqDDZToLUG4TQtvehv467i4-2Br4170r2nC1yTBscOWLQKaNxzyB7PNyuYJqcPhu6S-2BywipCMk0RCEw1UsN6-2BqM3t95hCBjU1B6T3x1Gijp1-2BmfdmkLRfUWd-2F5q3bzJ-2FGhonbVz268HVVjVKPIxP5CAaA2Iox1lRCm-2Fil1GRAgNVBgj3bhq6DBghvLQAcph701cOEtDX12LqQ-3D-3D

e Penalizing L arge Capacity Ammo and Feeding Devices: This bill, S9229A, sponsored by
Senator Brad Hoylman adjusts the definition of large capacity ammunition feeding device
for purposes of the offense of criminal possession of a weapon in the third degree; and
repeals section 265.36 of the penal law.

e Act to Regulate Body Armor: This bill, S9407B, sponsored by Senator Brian Kavanagh,
prohibits the unlawful purchase and the unlawful sale or delivery of a body vest.

e Improving the Definition of Firearm: This bill, S9456, sponsored by Senator Luis Sepulveda
adds to the definition of a firearm; provides that the term firearm shall also include any
other weapon that is not otherwise defined containing any component that provides
housing or a structure designed to hold or integrate any fire control component that is
designed to or may readily be converted to expel a projectile by action of explosive.

e Reporting Hateful Social Media: This bill, S.4511A, sponsored by Senator Anna Kaplan,
requires social media networks to provide and maintain mechanisms for reporting hateful
conduct on their platform.

e Task Forceon Social Media and Violent Extremism: This bill, S.9465, Sponsored by Senator
Jamaal Bailey, creates a new Task Force on Social Media and Violent Extremism in the
Attorney General's office to study and investigate the role of social media companies in
promoting and facilitating violent extremism and domestic terrorism online.

Bill sponsor Senator Jamaal Bailey said, “In the wake of tragedy after tragedy and countless
lives lost to the epidemic of gun violence, we cannot wait for another Buffalo or Uvalde to
act. Time and time again, we've seen the devastating consequences of online hate and violent
extremism going unchecked. My bill will establish a dedicated task force within the New
York Attorney General's Office to investigate the proliferation of violent extremism online
and the use of social media platforms to plan, facilitate, and promote acts of domestic
terrorism. The bill will provide the State with tools to seek accountability for bias-related
violence and intimidation. Together with my colleagues’ bills to require licensing for
possession of a semiautomatic rifle, strengthen background checks for gun and ammunition
sales, and improve the reporting of hateful social media, this legislative package will be a
major step forward to curb the crisis of gun violence and save lives.”

Bill sponsor Senator Brad Hoylman said, “We must do everything in our power to continue to
crack down on illegal guns in New York. Our efforts today won't return the 10 lives lost in
Buffalo at the hands of a white supremacist, or the 19 beautiful children in Texas, but we
honor their memories with this package of gun safety bills, and [ am honored two of my bills
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are included. Our microstamping legislation (S.4116A/A.7926) would require gun
manufacturers and dealers to imprint a traceable serial number on spent ammunition and
help law enforcement clear gun crimes. And our large capacity ammunition bill
(S.9229A/A.10428A) will close a legal loophole that made it previously difficult to prosecute
these illegal gun owners. These laws can create a greater sense of security among the public,
serve the public interest and public safety in ways other than by reducing deaths and
physical bodily injury alone, including by addressing psychological harms, and ensure that
Americans and their families have the security equally to enjoy the full range of
constitutional freedoms. I applaud Senate Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins and the
numerous anti-gun violence organizations for getting us here. This is how we get guns off
our streets.”

Bill sponsor Senator Todd Kaminsky said, “Those who threaten to inflict mass harm on the
public must be held accountable. Courts in our state have blocked prosecutions of those who
make serious threats against our schools, synagogues and businesses. By passing my bill, we
are empowering law enforcement to prosecute those who make such threats to the fullest
extent of the law. Our children’s and our neighbors’ safety demand nothing less.”

Bill sponsor Senator Brian Kavanagh said, “By enacting this legislative package, we are
demonstrating our ongoing commitment to protect New Yorkers from the scourge of gun
violence by working to ensure that we have the strongest, most comprehensive gun violence
prevention laws in the nation. We will never fully rid our country of atrocities like the
horrific shootings in Buffalo, Uvalde, and around the country--or the day-to-day guns
violence that plagues so many of our communities—-until the gun industry and their allies in
Congress and in many states act responsibly and stop blocking laws that would stop the
violence. But our actions over the course of the last decade illustrate that we are able and
willing to protect New Yorkers through laws and policies that have proven effective here and
elsewhere. I commend and thank Governor Kathy Hochul, Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-
Cousins, and Speaker Carl Heastie for their leadership, and our colleagues in the executive
chamber and the legislature, the many advocates, survivors, law enforcement professionals,
and gun violence prevention experts who have helped shape our understanding of what
needs to be done.”

Bill sponsor Senator Luis Sepulveda said, “Changing the definition of firearms in the law to
include ghost guns continues my years of fight to attack the tools of violence that plague our
communities. For years, | have worked alongside Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins



and my colleagues in the Senate to bring peace and tranquility to our people. I am proud to
say that my bill S9456 reinforces the fact that, despite the many barriers, New York State is

taking the lead and setting the example on issues that affect the entire nation. This and the
other pieces of legislation in this package provide an immediate response to the problem of
gun violence that is deeply harming our communities.”

Bill sponsor Senator James Skoufissaid, "Our primary responsibility as lawmakers is to keep
our constituents safe, and in the wake of so many horrific mass tragedies, I am proud that
my colleagues and [ have come together to improve gun safety in New York without
infringing on the rights of law-abiding gun owners. My bill to extend 'red flag' reporting to
healthcare providers will empower these professionals to act when an individual poses a
clear danger to themselves or their community. I applaud my colleagues for advancing this
package of reforms that will help keep New Yorkers safe."

Bill sponsor Senator Kevin Thomassaid, “New York has already enacted some of the strongest
gun safety laws in the country, but today’s common sense legislation package is another step
in the right direction. This bill would establish a prospective permit to purchase and possess
semiautomatic rifles, which is something currently required for semiautomatic handguns,
but not mandated for semiautomatic rifles. The tragedies in Buffalo and Uvalde showed us -
yet again — that there is a correlation between mass shootings and young kids with
unnecessary access to semiautomatic weapons, and this is absolutely something that must
be changed. We will not stand by and wait for more New Yorkers to die before we enact
logical gun safety measures at the State level. I am grateful to Majority Leader Stewart-
Cousins for pushing this impactful legislative package; as well as for the community leaders,
gun violence prevention advocates, and survivors who work tirelessly to keep New Yorkers
safe. ”

Rebecca Fischer, NYAGV Executive Director, said, “Faced with a surging gun violence crisis,
Senator Andrea Stewart-Cousins and the Senate Majority have once again made it a priority
this week to protect New Yorkers by passing a strong, life-saving slate of gun violence
prevention bills. These measures will help keep guns away from people in crisis to prevent
mass shootings, suicide and other gun violence, will require a license to purchase or possess a
semi-automatic rifle anywhere in this state, and will provide law enforcement with a new
tracing tool to stop gun trafficking and hold rogue gun dealers accountable. As New Yorkers
and Americans, we should not have to fear gun violence on a daily basis in our
neighborhoods or homes, in our subways, our supermarkets, our hospitals, our schools, our



houses of worship, or anywhere else. While Congress continues to stall on meaningful
national gun reform, we are grateful to have outstanding gun violence prevention
champions leading our state government who are committed to keeping our children and all
New Yorkers safe.”

KrisBrown, Brady President, said, “Following the horrific attack in Buffalo, the need for
comprehensive and common-sense gun laws has never been clearer. The bills passed today
will strengthen New York's already robust laws, help to prevent gun violence in all of its
forms and address the flow of dangerous firearms into communities. New Yorkers should be
proud that their elected officials have swiftly prioritized public safety and passed these
important bills, proving once again that New York is a model for the rest of the nation.”

Diane Rinaldo, a volunteer with the New York chapter of Moms Demand Action, said, “One thing
is clear: a comprehensive approach to ending gun violence is critical to keeping New York
communities safe. In the wake of tragic mass shootings in New York and across the country,
New York has taken swift and decisive action by passing this package of important, common
sense reforms. We are grateful to gun sense champions in the Senate, who continue New
York's legacy of leadership in the gun violence prevention movement, for their steadfast
efforts to move these bills forward.”

David Pucino, Giffords Law Center Deputy Chief Counsel, said, “The bills passed today will
improve gun safety in New York, closing gaps and strengthening the law. No single policy
will make the shootings stop, but these bills represent critical progress towards protecting
our communities from gun violence. We thank Governor Hochul, Majority Leader Stewart-
Cousins, and Speaker Heastie for their swift efforts to pass this legislation in the wake of
unspeakable tragedy. It is a testament to New York as a leader in gun violence prevention.
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