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JAMESTOWN, NY - Senator George Borrello recognized the distinguished service of
United States Army Private First Class Thomas A. Tedesco with a special
presentation of military medals earned during World War Il.

Senator Borrello made the presentation during a ceremony at the Fenton Historical
Center in Jamestown. Attending the event were family and friends of Mr. Tedesco as
well as local officials and fellow veterans.

“l am honored to be able to recognize Private Tedesco for his service during World
War Il,” Senator Borrello said. “It is gratifying to have the opportunity to pay tribute
to such an extraordinary man who was part of the effort to liberate Europe from Nazi
rule. He bravely and selflessly went off to war when his nation called upon him,
putting his own life at risk in order to defeat tyranny. While the sacrifices he made in
faithful service to our country can never be adequately repaid, with these medals,
we express our gratitude and admiration.”

The son of Anthony and Rose Tedesco, he was born June 18, 1924 in Falconer. A
machine shop inspector, Thomas was drafted into the U.S. Army Enlisted Reserve
Corps on February 4, 1943 and reported for active duty at Old Fort Niagara one
week later.

After training as a truck driver and air cargo specialist, Private Tedesco was sent to
England on December 12, 1943, joining the 325th Ferry Squadron, oth Air Force. The



325th provided passenger, mail and logistical support to all American military units
in the United Kingdom.

On D-Day, the 325th Ferry Squadron joined an armada of 1,400 C-47s, C-53s, C-
109s, 2,000 gliders and 40,000 men - all alerted for or directly engaged in Operation
Overlord or D-Day - but the unit continued to support rear echelon allied forces still
in England.

Private Tedesco’s superiors recommended that he be assigned to military police
duties. When he declined, he found himself moved to the front lines with assignment
to the 347th Infantry Regiment. The 347th, part of the g7th Infantry Division, arrived
in Scotland on Oct. 22, 1944, trained in England and landed in France the first week
of December 1944. It moved to the front lines at Metz and went into action against
German forces holding Fort Driant.

On December 10, 1944, the 347" moved near the Saar-German border. It was on
the front lines when Germany launched what was to become the Battle of the Bulge.
Despite strong opposition, the 347th repelled the attack and advanced, crossing the
Kyll River. In continuous fighting, the unit then crossed the Rhine River on March 18,
1945.

By April 17, 1945, the division took up defensive positions about four miles from the
border to Czechoslovakia and remained there for V-E Day.

On May 6, 1945, the 347th Infantry made U.S. Army history by capturing 10,242
German Army officers and soldiers, the largest part of a mass surrender of 40,000
enemy personnel that crossed into American lines. One day later, May 7, Germany
unconditionally surrendered to the Allies in Reims, France, ending World War Il and
the Third Reich.

Private Tedesco was discharged December 16, 1945 at Fort Dix, having served one
year, three months and six days of service in the continental United States and one
year and seven months overseas.

In honor of his outstanding service, Senator Borrello presented to Private Tedesco,
the Bronze Star Medal, the fourth-highest individual military award for valor; the
Good Conduct Medal; the American Campaign Medal; the European-African-Middle
Eastern Campaign Medal with two bronze service stars; the World War Il Victory
Medal; the Combat Infantryman Badge, and the Honorable Service Lapel Button.



In addition, from the New York State Division of Military and Naval Affairs, he
received the New York State Conspicuous Service Cross and Medal For Merit.

“Private Tedesco’s wartime service and his humility surrounding his contributions
are typical of those who are part of the Greatest Generation. He made tremendous
sacrifices and laid his life on the line for our nation, but never sought attention or
thanks,” said Senator Borrello. “Today was our opportunity to let him know our
community and nation are immensely grateful for his courageous service.”
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