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SENATE & ASSEMBLY REPUBLICANS UNVEIL PLAN TO CREATE
A SAFER NY

ANDREW J. LANZA January 23, 2023

The 2023 Rescue NY Agenda

ALBANY, NY —Senator Tom O’Mara and Assembly Republican Leader Will Barclay, along
with Senator Alexis Weik, Assemblyman Robert Smullen, members of law enfor cement, victims
advocates, and members of the Senate and Assembly Republican Conferencestoday unveiled a
legidlative packageto Create a Safer New York. In contrast with Albany One Party Rule's
disastrous pro-criminal “reforms,” these comprehensive policy solutions would support our brave
member s of law enfor cement, fix the state’s broken criminal justice system, crack down on illegal
gun crime, and protect victims and innocent New Yorkers.
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“It isabundantly clear that we need a plan to create a safer New York. That iswhy | am
joining with my legidlative colleagues to offer common sense solutions that roll back soft-
on-crime policies and support law enforcement. We need to work together to put victims
ahead of criminals,” said Senate Deputy Leader Andrew Lanza.

“Ascrimeison therisethroughout New York State, our Democratic colleaguesin the L egislature
continueto double-down on mor e soft-on-crime policies that will put our communities at greater
risk. Public safety remainsatop priority for Senate Republicans, and we will continue to advocate
for common-sense proposalsto support law enforcement, put victims over criminals, and end the
revolving door of our criminal justice system. We cannot have a strong, healthy state without public
safety,” said Senate Republican Leader Rob Ortt.

“New Yorkersarenot adequately protected under current state law. Qualified judges ar e prohibited
from using basic, common-sense assessments of threat levels posed by the individuals coming before
them, and the results have been critically disastrous. We have seen the full measur e of what these
policies are doing to our communities, and it isabundantly clear we must drastically change course
now, beforethe situation deteriorates any further,” said Assembly Republican Leader Will Barclay.

“From misguided bail, prison discipline and parole reform stemming from the ‘defund the police
movement, we have seen over the past several yearsthis L egislature movein directionsthat many of
us believe pose a serious danger to public safety and security throughout New York State. This state
has become less safe and we need to keep working against the extreme Albany Democrats criminal
coddling law enfor cement policies, stand behind our police officers, and resist radical effortsthat
threaten the safety and stability of our communities and neighborhoods,” said Senator Tom
O’Mara, SD 58th.

“In communities all throughout the state: murdersare up, illegal gun crimeisup, hatecrimesare
up —when crimeincreases, so doesthe number of victims. It’s clear that our Democrat colleagues
put the interests of criminals over therights of victims. Enough isenough —we stand with victims
and it’sabout time our colleagues do the same,” said Senator Alexis Weik, SD 8th.

“We have seen repeatedly the damage these criminal justice policies have had on our communities
and families. We have heard from countless victims, advocates and law enfor cement agencies all
over New York and the message has been loud and clear —we must restore order in New Yofk; |



sincerely hope today’s call to action finally helps push the far left away from these unjust policies so
we can begin to undo some of the devastation they have caused,” said Assemblyman Robert
Smullen, AD 118.

“It istimeto give discretion back to the judges and keep violent criminals off our streets. If thishad
happened before, my dad would be with ustoday. Although nothing will change for my family, | am
hoping to save other familiesfrom thetrauma and grief that we have experienced,” said Tammy
Patrick, daughter of murder victim John Lee.

“Every day we hear of another blanket release mandate for even the most violent of criminals. We
hear how they are deserving of the second chance at life they robbed our familiesof. But | have yet
to hear how those that are being released back into society have been rehabilitated. Instead of
issuing these blanket release mandates Governor Kathy Hochul and her majority should be focusing
on investing in therehabilitation of the nonviolent offendersto prevent victimization in thefirst
place, beforeit istoo late for familieslike ours and the offendersthemselves. The current revolving
door system they have created clearly isnot working,” said Jennifer Harrison, Founder of Victims
RightsNY.

“It isabundantly clear that we need a plan to create a safer New York. That iswhy | am joining
with my legidative colleaguesto offer common sense solutionsthat roll back soft-on-crime policies
and support law enfor cement. We need to work together to put victims ahead of criminals,” said
Senate Deputy Leader Andrew Lanza.

“Thereisnothing just or fair about refusing to fix a bad law because you believeit’s bad palitics.
Crimevictims, law enfor cement officials, and Democratsin other stateswho worked to reform their
bail practicesall know that judicial discretion is sound policy. We need to restoreit. We need to
provide our police officerswith the resour cesthey need to do their jobs, and we need to expand
funding for mental health and drug treatment programs so more New Yorkerscan turn their lives
around before they cause harm to innocent people,” said Senator Jake Ashby, SD 43rd.

“New Yorkershavetold usrepeatedly that their number one concern isthe state' srising crimerate.
While New York’s Demaocr atic leader s continue to ignor e those pleasto restore public safety, our
Conferenceistaking thelead with a package of proposalsthat will end the catch-and-release system
that has emboldened criminals, demoralized our law enforcement community and made our streets
mor e danger ous. The number onejob of elected officialsisto keep their citizens safe. It’stime for
our colleagues on the other side of the aisle to work with usto meet that responsibility,” said Senator
George Borrello, SD 57th.



“It isour obligation —and atop priority of mine—to thoughtfully passlegisation that protects our
residents. In their rush to reform, Albany democr ats have jeopar dized public safety by refusing to
reform bail laws and other measuresthat hinder local law enforcement’ s ability to do their jobsto
keep our communities safe. It iscritical that elected leadersrestore common senseto our criminal
justice system by working alongside law enfor cement to ensure we have fair and sensible policiesin
placethat prevent crimeand protect New Yorkers,” said Senator Patricia Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
SD 9th.

“Keeping our residents safe should be our number one priority. Reformsto our criminal justice
system have made our communities less safe and it istime to rever se those changes, starting with
bail reform. We must protect therights of law-abiding citizens and restor e the authority taken from
judges. We should also increase our investment in law enforcement to ensur e police have the tools
needed to investigate crimes, including drug activity and theillegal use of firearms,” said Senator
Patrick Gallivan, SD 60th.

“Whilel recognizethat thereisaneed for criminal justicereform, it isclear, as| have said sincethe
beginning, that the hastily enacted changes made to the state's criminal justice system by the
legidlative majorities and without input from all stakeholders are not working. These flawed policies
have had a detrimental effect on New Y ork’s communities and have resulted in rising crime, repeat
offendersreleased back onto the streets because there are no repercussionsfor their actionsand a
prioritization of criminalsover crime victims. Our plan offersa common sense and much-needed
approach that will enhance and strengthen public safety and protect New Yorkersthroughout the
state,” said Senator Joseph Griffo, SD 53rd.

“Oneof government's primary responsibilitiesis providing for the safety and security of its citizens.
It isway past time wefix the lawsthat prioritize criminals over the safety of our communities, that
iswhy | am proud to support thisplan. We need to empower our men and women in law
enforcement to do the jobsthey aretrained to do. We must empower our judgeswith the ability to
keep criminals wher e they belong, behind bars. Our streetsare not safe, and we must enact laws
that make a differencefor the people we serve.” Said Senator Helming,” said Senator Pam Helming,
SD 54th.

“Every single day we see mor e and mor e stories about rising crime and the effect that is having on
our residents. Our Safer New York plan will change that by making our communities safer, giving
our familiesthe peace of mind they deserve, supporting our men and women in blue and ensuring
thevoice of our law enforcement leadersispart of any discussion. Thisisa common senseto repeal
theill-conceived policies and protect New Yorkers,” said Senator Mario R. Mattera, SD 2nd.



“Since 2020, crime rates have been skyrocketing across our state. Revolving door justice hasfailed.
The catch and release policy that ispresently in place has eroded public trust, and resulted in our
state being a national joke. The only way to changethisis by sending a strong messageto criminals -
iIf you commit acrimein New York, you will receive a swift, severe, and certain punisnment. The
time hascometo prioritize our New York familiesover a ‘woke' ideology,” said Senator Jack
Martins, SD 7th.

“Thereisacorrelation between therisein crime and the outward migration of residentsin New
York State. We need to reversethis scenario and begin to attack the problem head on. Our
residents deserve better, our communities need their elected officialsto provide common sense
solutionsto keep all New Yorkerssafe. With the Senate and Assembly Republican Conference's
legislative package to Create a Safer New Y ork, we can begin the process of bringing safety back to
our streetsand giving our residents another reason to stay herein New York,” said Senator Dean
Murray, SD 3rd.

“Protecting the public isone of the most important responsibilities of gover nment, and when a
crime has been committed, the victim, not the criminal, should be our first concern. For some
inexplicable reason that fundamental tenet has been tossed aside over the last several years under
one party rule. The so-called bail reforms have allowed danger ous criminals out on our streetsand
made it more difficult for police officersto do what isalready a demanding job whilerepealing the
HALT Act hasendangered corrections officersand inmates alike —and that isonly a small portion
of Albany’s public safety failures. It istimeto return sanity and safety to our streets,” said Senator
Peter Oberacker, SD 51st.

“Theincreasein crime brought about by ill-concelved policies hasnot only made our state more
dangerous but has also had a real impact on New Yorkers quality of life. Restoring sound public
safety measur es, supporting law enforcement, and bolstering support for crimevictims and their
familiesisthe only way we can end the crime crisisand make the state safer for all New
Yorkers,” said Senator Anthony Palumbo, SD 1st.

“Votersrejected Albany’sradical agenda that has endangered our police and the public they are
sworn to protect. Our comprehensive plan restores public safety with common-sense refor msthat
roll back bail and discovery laws and protectstherights of the victims of crime, instead of those that
commit them,” said Senator Steven Rhoads, SD 5th.

“You can’t have strong communities without safe communities. My nearly three decades of
experience as a police officer taught methe unmistakable link between public safety and a well-
functioning society and economy. |I’ve also listened to countlessresidents and law enfor cement



per sonnel who ar e concerned about rising crimerates and declining standar ds of civility and
security. The messageisclear: Albany must act. Asa member of the Crime Victims committee, | am
committed to working with my colleagues of both partiesto addressthe major driversof crimein
our state, defend victims, and support law enforcement by providing them with the tools they need
to keep us safe,” said Senator Rob Rolison, SD 39th.

“In poll after poll, astrong majority of New Yorkershave madeit clear that public safety isa
seriousissuethat must be addressed. I’'m proud to join my Senate and Assembly colleaguesin
calling for common sense reformsthat protect law-abiding residents and ensurerepeat, violent
offenders can no longer prey on vulnerable communities. | urgethe governor and Democr at
lawmaker sto take up these measures, so we can make sure all New Yorkerscan feel safein their
neighborhoods again,” said Senator Dan Stec, SD 45th.

“With Governor Hochul’sand the Majorities’ criminal justice failures now, there needsto be a new
namefor ‘crimevictims': 1t’s‘Forgotten People!” I'm proud to join my colleagues and my for mer
constituent, Tammy Patrick, whose late father John L ee, was allegedly killed on June Sth by an
individual who was arrested and char ged with assaulting another man the day before Mr. Lee's
murder, and then released because of thefailure of New York’s cash bail law. Tammy Patrick isin
full support of my bi-partisan legislation to repeal the broken bail reform law and give judges real
discretion to protect our communities and close therevolving door of danger and disaster,” said
Senator Jim Tedisco, SD 44th.

“Communities across the state are showing crimerates at danger ous levels, and Democratsin
Albany aren't proposing solutions. We are. I’'m proud to stand with the problem solverstoday to
unveil aplan that truly will make our communities safer; by putting common sense policiesin place
to support law enforcement, repealing HALT, fixing bail, and prioritizing public safety,” said
Senator Mark Walczyk, SD 49th.

“Assomeonewho grew up in alaw enfor cement family and with a mandate from my district's
residents, | fully support the Republican Conference’ s mission to create the SAFER communities
grant program, fix the broken criminal justice system, and crack down on illegal gun crime,” said
Senator Bill Weber, SD 38th.

To provide much-needed support to law enfor cement, fix the state’s broken criminal justice system,
crack down on illegal gun crime, and protect victims and innocent New Y orkers, Republicans
proposed:

Support Law Enforcement



e Creating the SAFER Communities Grant Program to invest in critical investigatory and
prosecutorial resources designed to increase case clearance rates for homicide and gun crimes;

e Repealing HALT to protect our corrections officers; and

¢ Allowingthe use of familial DNA to give law enforcement moreinvestigatory tools

Fix the Broken Criminal Justice System

¢ Rolling back disastrous bail and discovery laws, and providing for judicial discretion to stop the
revolving door in our criminal justice system;

e Opposing soft-on-crime policies being advanced by the Democratic Majorities, including the so-
called “Clean Slate” Act, “Elder Parole,” and others; and

e Increasing penaltiesfor habitual repeat offenderswho commit crimesthat harm New Yorkers
quality of life.

Crack Down on Illegal Gun Crime

e Reducing the use of illegal firearmswith increased funding for gun interdiction efforts;

¢ Increasing penaltiesfor crimes committed with stolen firearms, and mandatory consecutive
sentencing for crimesinvolvingillegal firearms; and

e Making any misdemeanor or felony offense involving an illegal firearm bail eligible, and
amending Raisethe Ageto ensure 16- and 17-year-olds charged with certain gun or gang-related
crimes are prosecuted as adults.

Protect Victims and Innocent New Yorkers



¢ Restricting therelease of identifying information in certain cases, and putting in place policiesto
protect victims' rights during parole process;

¢ |Increasing the caps on Office of Victim Services reimbursementsfor crime victims, and investing
in victim support programs; and

e Authorizing judgesto set lifetime orders of protection for certain crimes, such asviolent and
domestic violence felonies.

The package outlined today isthefirst in a series of comprehensive proposalsthat will be put forth
by the Republican Conferencesthissession in order to reduce crime, strengthen public safety, and
protect victims and innocent, law-abiding New Yorkers.

Earlier thismonth, Senate Republicans unveiled the “Rescue New York” 2023 L egislative Agenda,
including the creation of a Safer New Y ork. Partly outlined today, the Republican agenda would:

e Restore common senseto our criminal justice system to prevent crime and protect New Yorkers,
e Increase efforts and investmentsto end the opioid and mental health epidemics; and

e Support and protect our seniorsand other vulnerable New Yorkers.
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