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ISSUE: FARM WORKER OVERTIME THRESHOLD, AGRICULTURE, RURAL ECONOMY 

“While not a surprise, the Commissioner of Labor’s final approval of the recommendation to lower the

farm worker overtime threshold to 40 hours per week ends any hope that facts and common sense might

somehow prevail on this issue.

We fought long and hard against this decision for more than two years. However, it became apparent

during the process that the ‘decision’ had been made before a single hearing was held.
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Our farmers are among the growing list of casualties of the politically driven agenda that governs every

consequential action here in New York State. The costs of this decision will go beyond the balance sheet.

Family legacies, rural economies and the strength of our food supply chain will be impacted by this

historically bad decision in the years ahead.”
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