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Anyone who rides a train or bus in New York knows that our public transit system is in dire
need of reinvestment - with commuters facing increasingly long wait times in dirty stations
and poorly lit bus stops, it's no wonder that ridership is still down 20% compared to 2019

levels.


https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/michael-gianaris
https://www.nysenate.gov/issues/fix-mta
https://www.osc.state.ny.us/reports/osdc/impact-covid-19-pandemic-subway-ridership-new-york-city
https://www.osc.state.ny.us/reports/osdc/impact-covid-19-pandemic-subway-ridership-new-york-city

Without a bold intervention, things look poised to get worse, as the 3 million New Yorkers
who ride the subway every day are faced with a looming fare hike to keep the MTA afloat.
This is the vicious cycle that we enable when the MTA is forced to rely on farebox revenue to
fund operations: lower ridership means the agency must raise fares to cover costs, but higher

fares only promise to reduce ridership further.

Our #FixTheMTA packageisthe bold reform our
transit system deserves

Together with Assemblymember Zohran Mamdani, I am proposing legislation that would
improve service, increase ridership, and ensure that the MTA remains financially solvent

without working class New Yorkers footing the bill at the farebox.
Our plan:

e Freeze Fares- Between rent, utilities, and groceries, New Yorkers are paying more than

ever for basic goods - we cannot afford a fare increase on top of it all.

e Fund Frequency - Ensuring 6-minute headways, including during off peak hours, is
projected to increase ridership by up to 15%, further increasing confidence in our transit

system.

e FreelLocal Buses- Our plan will call for free local bus service, which would be phased in

citywide beginning where the need is greatest.

Funding transit with farebox collection isa
regressive model that needlessly burdensworking


https://nyc.streetsblog.org/2023/02/06/mta-could-nix-fare-hikes-with-just-350m-more-per-year-lieber-says/
https://nyc.streetsblog.org/2022/10/07/six-minute-transit-headways-would-increase-ridership-15-expert/
https://nyc.streetsblog.org/2022/10/07/six-minute-transit-headways-would-increase-ridership-15-expert/

class New Yorkers.

Rather than continuously raising fares to keep the trains and buses moving, our plan
advocates funding the MTA with additional budget allocations from new dedicated sources

of revenue.

To learn more about the full package of proposed legislation, visit www.fixthemta.org/about,
where bills sponsored by our colleagues in the Senate and Assembly lay out further

measures for accountability, efficiency, and fiscal viability.

RELATED LEGISLATION

2023-54024

Introduced

o In Committee Assembly

o In Committee Senate

o On Floor Calendar Assembly

o On Floor Calendar Senate

o Passed Assembly

o Passed Senate


https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2023/S4024
https://www.fixthemta.org/about

e Delivered to Governor

e Signed By Governor
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Requires the metropolitan transportation authority to publish certain information
pertaining to capital project data for projects that are committed for construction on the
capital program dashboard
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Relates to funds allocated to the independent authorities budget office

February 08, 2023
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Sponsored by Leroy Comrie

2023-S1205

e Introduced

e o In Committee Assembly

In Committee Senate

@)

(]
@)

On Floor Calendar Assembly

On Floor Calendar Senate

)

[}
@)

Passed Assembly

Passed Senate

(0]

e Delivered to Governor


https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2023/S4416
https://www.nysenate.gov/committees/finance
https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/leroy-comrie
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2023/S1205/amendment/original

e Signed By Governor

Directs payment of certain taxes into the central business district tolling capital lockbox
fund to be made without appropriation

January 10, 2023
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Sponsored by Andrew Gounardes
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Updates value capture mechanisms for NYC and the MTA
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Relates to owner liability for failure of operator to comply with bus operation-related local
law or regulation traffic restrictions and to the adjudication of certain parking infractions

December 29, 2022
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Sponsored by Liz Krueger
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Expedites MTA capital project construction by establishing a process for utility relocation
necessary for such construction

February 08, 2023

In Senate Committee Transportation

Sponsored by Leroy Comrie
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Enacts the rider representation act relating to membership on the board of the metropolitan
transportation authority

December 27, 2022

In Senate Committee Transportation

Sponsored by Andrew Gounardes
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