19A | SUNDAY, November 15, 2009

§ _.g—- Eator ang vice 3,3.&94 News

LoHud.com. /

R More editorials, columns, lettérs and cartoons @ LoHud.com

P

UG wpirhuLg N_C— iy

Can a Hudson Valley %_amm:c: succeed?

Nancy Cutler

There they were, eight
state senators, standing to-
gether for a picture. Four De-
mocrats and four Republicans
who represent the Hudson
Valley had gathered not for
some glad-handing awards
ceremony or groundbreaking
“photo op,” but of their own
<o§os

They had just ooBE@ﬁwm a
second meeting of the newly
formed New York State Sen-
ate Hudson Valley Delega-
tion, which draws together
the regidn’s senators to talk
about igsues that affect their
connected districts.

A b?% op was thrown in
atthe end, of course, because
this was a moment to docu-
ment, and that is what politi
cians do. But the idea of a
Hudson Valley delegationis a
smart one. In theory, senators
can unite to influence deci-
sions in Albany that have an
impact on their Hudson Val-
ley constituents,

Whether the leadership in
Albany will actually “hear” a
local delegation is another
matter. Alhany’s not a place
known for ideas bubbling up
to leadership — it’s still a
three-men-in-aroom kind of
place where closed doors are
hallmarks of major decisions.
And will the delegation’s bi-
partisan spirit stick, especial-
ly under the pressure of the
party politics that rule the
Senate? We can hope.

The delegation

The New York State Senate
Hudson Valley Delegation, led
by co-chairmen Sen. Jeffrey
Klein, D-Bronx, and Sen.
Thomas Morahan, R-New City,
includes senators from
Rockland, Westchester,
Orange, Putnam and Dutchess
counties. Also attending a
meeting last week:

® Sen. John Bonacic, R-Mount
Hope, Orange County

® Sen. Ruth Hassell-
Thompson, ?Zoca Vernon

- W Sen. Vingent Leibell, R-

Patterson

B Sen. Suzi Oppenbeimer, D-
Mamaroneck

B Sen. Stephen Saland, R-
Poughkeepsie

B Sen, Andrea Stewart-
Cousins, D-Yonkers

The senators seem to un-
derstand that people are fed
up. “We've got to stop this
‘gotcha’ politics,” Senate
Deputy Majority Leader Jef-
frey Klein, D-Bronx, said after
Thursday’s meeting. He and
Sen. Thomas Morahan, R-
New City, are the Hudson
Valley delegation co-chair-
men. The two said their con-
stituents have made it clear
that they don’t care about par-
ty allegiance or Albany’s

Senate Deputy Majority Leader ‘_mma% Z@?
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D-Bronx, and Sen. Thomas Morahan, R-New

City, are co-chairmen of the state Senate Hudson Valley Delegation, which draws together the
senators to talk about issues in their: 8::@&8 districts.

warped protocol;
things fixed, from the deficit
to skyrocketing property tax-
es to the financial drain called
the Metropolitan Transporta-
tion ?u%oﬁ@

An easy target

For Hudson Valley sena-
tors, the MTA is the low-
hanging fruit. It's easy to
work up a froth over the pay-
roll tax that's been imposed
on every suburban business,
nonprofit and school district.

they want

@&o ﬁwnmnmm supposed to be
reimbursed, by a state with a
multibillion-doHar deficit.)

Last week, the members
met with MTA Chairman Jay
Walder, who is some 45 days
into the job, to talk about the
“efficiency and credibility of
the MTA,” said Morahan,
who hosted the confab in his
Nanuet office.

The team also addressed
equity. Many northern sub-
urbs feel that they contribute
far more to the MTA than

they receive back in services.
Two Hudson Valley counties,
Rockland and Orange, to-
gether put in some $80 mil-
lion more than they get back
in services.

Those two counties are
among four known as “quar-
ter pounders,” because they
only have a quarter of a vote
on the MTA board of direc-
tors. .

The senators declared
their first full session a suc:
cess, full of possibilities for re-

lief from MTA oozﬁswsnosw
They won assurances for
more financial accountability
and overall fairness for sub-
urbanites, but it will take
more than meetings with the
MTA to accomplish that.

Beyond MTA

State lawmakers return to
Albany this week to tackle
Gov. David Paterson’s deficit-
reduction plan — or produce
their own plan. There was no
singular delegation position
on. solving New York’s
swelling deficit, but the local
delegation at least skipped

| the partisan finger-pointing.

“Everybody’s going to have
some pain,” Morahan said.

Other regional issues in-
clude Stewart International
Airport; the Tappan Zee
Bridge/Interstate 287 Proj
ect; and legislation to check
school property taxes, such
as a cap on annual increases.
Klein summed up the real
topic for their suburban con
stituents: “Property taxes
90@@5 taxes, wno@mn% ﬁmx
es”

The Hudson 4%@v ir
many ways, is neither fish no
fowl — its issues dop’t match
New York City’s, for do its
needs jibe with upstate. Can ¢
Hudson Valley/ delegatior
make a difference? We'll have
to see how far this brand of bi
wm&mgmﬁmwg take us.
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