
 
 

 

 
 
Dear STEM Conference Participants:  
 
 My personal greetings and congratulations to the State University of New York’s Office 
of Diversity and Educational Equity for sponsoring this invaluable conference highlighting 
successful strategies for recruitment and retention of diverse populations into the sciences, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics. 
    

As an educator myself, I have seen firsthand the extraordinary difference that an 
effective diversity program can have, not only to the education of students, but to the future 
those students will build for generations to come.  I share SUNY ODEE’s vision that emphasizes 
a diverse educational foundation not as an obligation, but as an acknowledgement that the gift 
brought to the table by underrepresented populations is a broadening of the dialogue, a gift the 
importance of which cannot be underestimated.  
 
  On behalf of the New York State Senate, I wish you a successful and enjoyable 
conference. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
 

PEDRO ESPADA, JR. 
New York State Senate Majority Leader 

 
Albany Office: 420 Capital Building Albany, NY 12247 518.455.3395 

District Office: 400 East Fordham Road, 7
th
 Floor, Fordham Place, Bronx, NY 10458 718.220.5480 

“I am proud to celebrate and honor the 

outstanding efforts of the  

State University of New York and its  

Office of Diversity and Educational Equity in 

recruiting and retaining diverse populations  

into the sciences, technology,  

engineering, and mathematics.” 


