THE SENATE
STATE OF NEW YORK

Lt ier

PATRICK M. GALLIVAN
January 28, 2015

Hon. Andrew M. Cuomo
Governor of New York State
Ixecutive Chamber

The Capuol

Albany, NY 12221

Dear Governor Cuomo:

[ am writing to request that your 21-Day Amendments 1o the Exccutive Budget provide for the Tull
climmation and repeal of the Gap Elimination Adjusunent (GLEA).

Working together, we were able to achieve real progress in recent years” budgets o reduce the GEA [rom
$2.8 billion, in 2010, w0 $1 billion woday. The school district superintendents I have spoken with have
cxpressed their hope that we can build on this achievement and continue to work towards equitable funding
for all schools. This ycar, New York State is finally in a position to ¢chminate the GEA completely, and 1
would enthusiastically support such an outcome.

[ welcome your proposal o spend up o $1.1 billion on inercased educaton aid this vear. However, belore
any of these funds are spent on new programs or initatives, we must [irst provide sullicient funding o
completely and lorever eliminate the GFEA. By doing so, we will honor our obligation to provide all of New
York’s students the “opportunity [or a meaninglul high school cducation, one which prepares them o
function productively as civie participants,” as 1s required under New York State’s Constitution.

I look [orward to working with you again this year to enact a budget that ¢liminates the GEA once and for all
and provides all students across the state with an opportunity lor a quality education.

Sinceyely,

LI
Patrick M. Gallivan
Scnator, 59" District

CC: Mayority Leader Dean Skelos
Scnator John Flanagan
Robert Mujica, Sceerctary ol the Senate Finance Committee
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