
There will be six proposed New York State Constitutional Amendments on the 
November 5, 2013 ballot. Below is an overview of each for your information.

Proposal 1: The proposed 
amendment to section 9 of  

article 1 of  the Constitution would 
allow the Legislature to authorize 
up to seven casinos in New York 
State for the legislated purposes of  
promoting job growth, increasing 
aid to schools, and permitting 
local governments to lower 
property taxes through revenues 
generated.  Shall the amendment 
be approved?

This proposal would:

• Allow up to 7 casinos to 
be built in New York. 
(Non-Native American 
casinos are currently 
Unconstitutional)

• For the first 7 years after 
passage only 4 such 
casinos would be allowed 
in regions north of  
Westchester

• The Westchester, Long 
Island, and New York City 
regions would be allowed 
to apply for a casino after 
the first 7 years have 
passed. Three additional 
casinos will be allowed.

• A State Commission will 
be established to review 
applications of  casino 
sitings

Proposal 2: The proposed 
amendment to section 6 

of  article 5 of  the Constitution 
would entitle a veteran who has 
received civil service credit for 
a civil service appointment or 
promotion and subsequently is 
certified as disabled to additional 
civil service credit at a subsequent 
appointment or promotion.  Shall 
the proposed amendment be 
approved?

The State Constitution currently 
grants veterans additional credit 
on civil service exams (5 points 
for an original appointment and 
2½  points for a promotion).  
Disabled veterans are entitled 
to  additional credit (10 points 
for an original appointment 
and 5 points for a promotion).  
Veterans are eligible for only one 
grant of  additional credit, and 
so a veteran who is appointed or 
promoted before being certified 
as disabled currently is not 
eligible for the higher amount 
of  credit he or she would have 
received if  he or she had been 
certified as disabled before his or 
her appointment or promotion. 
This amendment would create 
an exception to the one-time-only 
additional credit rule.  

Proposal 3: The proposed 
amendment to Article 8, 

section 5 of  the Constitution would 
extend for ten years, until January 
1, 2024, the authority o f  counties, 
cities, towns, and villages to 
exclude from their constitutional 
debt limits indebtedness 
contracted for the construction or 
reconstruction of  sewage facilities.  
Shall the proposed amendment be 
approved?

The State Constitution currently 
provides that indebtedness 
contracted on or after January 
1, 1962 and before January 1, 
2014, for the construction or 
reconstruction of  facilities for 
the conveyance, treatment, and 
disposal of  sewage shall be 
excluded from the constitutional 
debt limits of  counties, cities, 
towns, and villages.  The effect 
of  the proposed amendment 
would be to extend for ten 
years, until January 1, 2024, the 
period during which sewer debt 
will be excluded from the 
constitutional debt limits of  
counties, cities, towns, and 
villages.

Proposal 2:

    Senator 
Terry Gipson



Proposal  4: The 
proposed amendment to 

section 1 of  article 14 of  the 
Constitution would authorize the 
Legislature to settle longstanding 
disputes between the State and 
private entities over ownership of  
certain parcels of  land in the town 
of  Long Lake, Hamilton County.  
In exchange for giving up its 
claim to disputed parcels, the State 
would get land to be incorporated 
into the forest preserve that 
would benefit the forest preserve 
more than the disputed parcels 
currently do.  Shall the proposed 
amendment be approved?

The State Constitution generally 
forbids the lease, sale, exchange, 
or taking of  any forest preserve 
land.  The proposed amendment 
would allow the Legislature 
to settle 100-year-old disputes 
between the State and private 
parties over ownership of  certain 
parcels of  land in the forest 
preserve by giving up the State’s 
claim to disputed parcels.  In 
exchange, the State would get 
land to be incorporated into 
the forest preserve.  The land 
exchange would occur only if  the 
Legislature determines that the 
land to be conveyed to the State 
would benefit the forest preserve 
more than the disputed parcels 
do.

P   roposal 5: The proposed 
amendment to section 1 of  

article 14 of  the Constitution 
would authorize the Legislature 
to convey forest preserve land 
located in the town of  Lewis, 
Essex County, to NYCO Minerals, 
a private company that plans on 
expanding an existing mine that 
adjoins the forest preserve land.  
In exchange, NYCO Minerals 
would give the State at least the 
same amount of  land of  at least 
the same value, with a minimum 
assessed value of  $1 million, to be 
added to the forest preserve.  When 
NYCO Minerals finishes mining, 
it would restore the condition of  
the land and return it to the forest 
preserve.  Shall the proposed 
amendment be approved?

The proposed amendment 
would allow the State to convey 
approximately 200 forest preserve 
acres to NYCO Minerals for 
mining.  In exchange, NYCO 
Minerals would give the State at 
least the same amount of  land 
of  at least the same value, with 
a minimum assessed value of  
$1 million.  This land would be 
added to the forest preserve.  
When NYCO Minerals finishes 
mining, the company would 
restore the condition of  the land 
it received in the exchange and 
return it to the forest preserve.
The proposed amendment also 
would allow NYCO Minerals to 
test to determine the quantity 
and quality of  the mineral 
to be mined on the land to be 
exchanged before the exchange 
occurs.  It would require NYCO 
Minerals to give the State its 
test results so that the State can 
use them to determine the value 
of  the land to be conveyed to 
NYCO Minerals.  The proposed 
amendment also would require 

that if, after testing, NYCO 
Minerals does not want the forest 
preserve land, NYCO Minerals 
still must give the State at least 
the same amount of  land of  at 
least the same value of  the land 
that was disturbed by the testing.  
This land would be incorporated 
into the forest preserve.

Proposal 6: The 
proposed amendment to the 

Constitution, amending sections 2 
and 25 of  article 6, would increase 
the maximum age until which 
certain state judges may serve 
as follows:  (a) a Justice of  the 
Supreme Court would be eligible 
for five additional two-year terms 
after the present retirement age of  
70, instead of  the three such terms 
currently authorized;  and (b) a 
Judge of  the Court of  Appeals 
who reaches the age of  70 while 
in office would be permitted to 
remain in service on the Court 
for up to 10 years beyond the 
present retirement age of  70 in 
order to complete the term to 
which that Judge was appointed. 
Shall the proposed amendment be 
approved?

• State Judges would be 
allowed to serve until 
age 80 dependent on 
competency and the needs 
of  the Court System.


