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IN SENATE--Introduced by Sen
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and when printed to be committed
to the Committee on

IN ASSEMBLY--Introduced by M. of A.

with M. of A. as co-sponsors

--read once and referred to the
Committee on

*ENVCONLA*

(Establishes a registration system
for saltwater recreational £fishing;
repealer)

En Con L. saltwater rec fishing
AN ACT

to amend the environmental conserva-
tion 1law, in relation to establish-
ing a registration system for salt-
water recreational fishing; and to
repeal part LL of chapter 59 of the
laws of 2009 amending the environ-
mental conservation law, relating teo
recreational marine fishing
licenses, relating thereto

The People of the State of New
York, represented in Senate and
Assembly, do enact as follows:

IN SENATE

Senate introducer's signature
The senators whose names are circled below wish to join ma in the sponsorship

of this proposal

820 Adamg 8d4 Parley 458 Kennedy 518 Montgomery 823 Savino
815 Addabbo a02 Flanagan 834 Flein 854 Norzolio 828 Serranc
255 Alesi 308 Puschille 826 Krueger 253 0'Mara 551 Seward
511 Avella 259 Gallivan 827 Kruger 837 Oppenheimer 509 Skalos
540 Ball =812 Glanaris s24 Lanza 821 Parker 514 Smith
842 Bonacic 822 Golden 839 Larkin 813 Peralta #$25 Squadron
546 Brealin 847 Griffo 501 Lavalle 830 Perkins 516 Stavisky
539 Carluccl #60 Grisantl 852 Libous #61 Ranzenhofer 835 Stewart-
850 DeFrancisco s06 Hannon #45 Little 548 Ritchie Cousins
832 Diaz 836 Hassell- 605 Marcelline £33 Rivera 849 Valesky
817 Dilan Thompson 507 mr:in-. 856 Robach 257 Young
829 Duane 810 Huntley 862 Maziarz s41 Saland 503 Zaldin
#31 Espaillat #04 Johnaon #43 McDonald 819 Sampacn

IN ASSEMBLY

Assenbly introducer’s signature
The Members of the Assembly whose names are circled below wish to join me in the

multi-sponsorship of this proposal:

a4y Abbate al07 Crouch a042 Jacobs alt2 Miller, J. a067 Rosanthal
a092 Abinanti apl4s Curran ab95s Jatfee aDif Miller, M. all® Russell
alo5 amadore a063 Cusick 4057 Jeffries ap52 Millman a0l2 sSaladine
ab84 Arroyo 2045 Cymbrowltz al35 Johns ald3 Molinare alll Sayward
ap35 Aubry 2034 DenDekker all2z Jordan a0l5 Montesanoc a029 Scarborough
al24 Barclay alls pestite 209% Farz ali2 Morelle anleé Schimel
a040 Barron a08l Dinowicz a074 Kavanagh a039 Moya 2140 Schimminger
ab82 Benedatto alld Duprey af6s Kellper al0l Murray ali5 Schroeder
a073 Bing ad04 Bnglebright al2% Reolk agl7 Nelan a0s4 Silver
al22 Blankenbush ad71 P’ltrlll 4025 Lancman al2g Caks a03é Simotas
al05% Boyland alz3d Finch at91l Latimer algy O'Donnell al4é Smardr
a008 Boyle ap07 Pitzpatrick a0l3 Lavine a051 Oreiz a0$3 Spano
a026 Braunstein ald? Priemd a050 Lentol al36 Pal a079 Ste

a®44 Brennan al43 Gabryszak al2§ Lifton ad8éB Paulin alll Sweeney
alll Brongen a030 Galef a072 Linares aldl Peoples- -alll Tedisco
al46 Brock-Krasny &l33 Gantt al2? Lopaz, P. Stokes allS Tenney
al47 Burling a077 Gibson a053 Lopez, V. a0s8 Perry ap02 Thiele
all? Butler 8l49 Giglio atol Losquadre 2023 Pheffer a06l Titone
al0l Cahill a066 Glick al2é Lupardo a087 Pratlow a031 Ticus
a096 Calhoun al50 Gocdell alll Magee al21 Ra a062 Tobacco
atil Camars a075 Gortfried  al20 Magnarelli abe7 Rabbict al54 Towns
al06 Canestrari a005 Graf a059 Maisel a00% Raia a041 Heinsrein
a089 Castelli al%8 Guanther a060 Malliotakis a006 Ramos a020 Weisanberg
a088 castro al30 Hanna al30 Markey alid Rellich a024 Weprin
4138 Ceretto 2138 Hawley al27 Mayersohn 4109 Reilly &070 Wright
a033 Clark al4g Hayes a0l% McDonough a078 Rivera, J. a09% Zabrowski
2047 Colten a083 Heastie al04 McEneny a080 Rivera, N. al0e

a0l0 Conte ad28 Hevesli 2017 McKevitt at76é Rivera, P.

abi2 Cook 2048 Hikind 4108 McLaughlin  all9 Roberts

al42 Corwin adl8 Hooper a022 Meng a056 Robinson

a085 Crespo ald4 Hoyt al2l Miller, D. a068 Rodriguez

1} Single House Bill (introduced and printed separately in either or both
bhouses) . Dni-Bill {introduced simultanesugly in both hauses and printed as one
bill. Senate and Assembly introducer sign the same copy of the bill}).

2) Circle pames of co-sponsors and recurn to introduction clerk with 2 signed
copies of bill and 4 copies of memorandum in support (single house); or 4 signed
copies of bill and § copies of memorandum in support (uni-bill}.
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Section 1. Part LL of chapter 59 of the laws of 2009, amending the
environmental conservation law relating to recreational marine fishing
licenses, is REPEALED.

§ 2. The environmental conservation law is amended by a adding a new
section 13-0355 to read as follows:

§ 13-0355. Saltwater recreational fishing registry.

l, Definitions of registration; privileges. Registration with the

saltwater recreational fishing registry entitles the person go regis-

tered who is sixteen years of age or older to take fish from the waters

of the marine and coastal district and to take migratory £ish of the sea

from all waters of the state, except as provided in sections 13-0333 and

13-0335 of this title.

2. Saltwater recreational fishing registry established. a. The commis-

sioner shall administer and maintain a registry of persons who engage in

saltwater recreaticonal fishing. The commissioner may designate by rule

the methods of fishing or the saltwater areas for which registration is

required under this section. The registry shall contain the name,

address, date of birth and telephone number for each person registered.

b. Each person registered shall be assigned a unique identification

number. Such unique identification number shall contain an embedded

year code, to be determined by the commissioner, discretely designating

the vyear of registration or renewal of registration, to ensure compli-

ance with annual renewal requirements pursuant to paragraph a of subdi-

vision three of this section.

3. Registry procedures. a. An individual's saltwater recreational

fishing registration shall expire at the end of each calendar year, and

may be renewed for each subsequent calendar year pursuant to paragraph ¢

of this subdivision.
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b. A person may initially register to engage in saltwater recreation-

al fishing:

{i)_ by appearing before a registration agent, as established by the

commigsioner; or

{ii) through a_publicly accessible online registration system on the

department website; or

(iii) through a publicly accessible telephonic registration system

operated by the department. The commissioner shall establish a toll-free

telephone number or a dedicated number for use to register pursuant to

this section,

€. A person may renew his or her registration under this section:

(i) by appearing before a registration agent, as established by the

commissioner; or

{ii} through a publicly accessible online registration system on the

department website; or

(iii) through a publicly accessible telephonic registration system

operated by the department. The commissioner shall establish a toll-free

telephone number or a dedicated number for use to renew registrations on

the registry,

d. A person purchasing a fishing license under section 11-0701 of this

chapter shall be asked if the person intends to fish in saltwater for

the calendar vear. If the person answers in the affirmative, the person

shall be informed of the requirements under this section.

4. Unique identification number reguired. a. Each person reqgistered

shall at all times have their unigue identification number on the hold-

er's person while exercising any privilege of the registration.

b. Failure to have a unigque identification number on one's person

while exercising any privilege of the registration is presumptive
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evidence that such person is fishing without being registered as

required by this section.

5. Tees. A fee for registering on the registry may not be established

or levied. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a person regis-

tering through an online or telephonic registration system may not be

charged a fee for registering.

6. Exemption from requirement of saltwater recreational fishing regis-

tration. a. Minors under the age of sixteen may take fish as if they

were registered with the saltwater recreational fishing registry.

b. Recreational fishing passengers on a marine and coastal district

party or charter boat licensed pursuant to section 13-0336 of this title

may take fish as if they held a recreational marine fishing license.

7. Federal registration requirements. a. The registry established

pursuant to this section shall comply with the provisions of the regis-

try program to be established pursuant to the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery

Conservation and Management Reauthorization Act, 16 U.S.C. §§ 1801 et

seq.

b, Upon establishment of the registry pursuant to this section, the

commissioner shall apply to the national marine fisheries service of the

national oceanic and atmospheric administration for exempted state

designation from the federal registration requirements.

8. Reciprocity in boundary waters. If persons registered pursuant to

this section in the saltwater recreational fishing registry are not

required to have licenses issued by a state named in paragraph a, b or c

of this subdivision when fishing in that part of the waters, specified

in such paragraph, which lies within that state then, in such case, a

person similarly registered or licensed by such state may, without being

registered pursuant to this section in the saltwater recreational fish-
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ing registry, take fish as provided in this title, from that part of

such waters specified in paragraph a, b or ¢ of this subdivision which

lies within this state:

a. License igsued by Connecticut: those parts of the Long Island Sound

lying between New York and Connecticut.

b. License issued by New Jersey: those parts of New York Harbor,

Hudson River, Kill Van Rull, Arthur Kill, Raritan Bay and Atlantic Ocean

lying between New York and New Jersev.

c. License issued by Rhode Island: those parts of the Long Island

Sound, Block Island Sound and Atlantic Ocean lying between New York and

Rhode Island.

§ 3. Any person who purchased a lifetime recreational marine fishing
license shall be refunded the amount of the fee he or she paid in excess
of a single season license.

§ 4. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have become a law, provided, however, that effective immediate-
ly, any regulations necessary for the timely implementation of this act

on its effective date are authorized to be promulgated before such date.



NEW YORK STATE SENATE
INTRODUCER'S MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT
submitted in accordance with Senate Rule VI. Sec 1

BILL NUMEBER:

SPONSOR: ZELDIN

TITLE OF BILL:

An act to amend the environmental conservation law, to repeal part LL of
chapter 59 of the laws of 2009, relating to the creation and implementation
0of a mandatory recreational marine fishing license, and in relation to
alternatively establishing a free registration system for saltwater
recreational fishing participants; and relating thereto.

PURPOSE OR GENERAL IDEA OF BILL:

This legislation repeals New York's recreational marine fishing license,
and replaces it with a free registration model that puts New York in
compliance with Federal requirements.

SUMMARY OF PROVISIONS:
Section 1 repeals Part LL of chapter 59 of the laws of 2009 which
created the recreational marine fishing license.

Section 2 adds a new section to the environmental conservation law creating
the free saltwater recreational fishing registry. The commissioner shall
create a registry of persons who engage in saltwater recreational fishing.
The registry will contain the name, address, date of birth and telephone
number for each individual. Each person registering will be given a unique
identification number; such unique identification number shall include a
discretely embedded year code as established by the Commissioner, to account
for annual registry expiration and renewal.

This Section establishes the saltwater recreational fishing registry, and
states that a person may register in person at a registry agent location, or
through the internet, or via a telephone number as provided by the
Commissioner. An individual engaging in saltwater recreational fishing is
required to have their unique identification number on their person at all
times while engaging in saltwater fishing. Individual angler registration
shall expire at the end of each calendar year, and shall be renewable for
each subsequent year by the same means as are available for initial
registration. There shall be no fees for registering.

This Section also states that those individuals under the age of sixteen and
passengers on state licensed party or charter boats are exempt from having to
sign up with the registry. The registry established hereby must comply with
the provisions of the federal Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Reauthorization Act, and upon implementation of the free registry,
directs the Commissioner to apply for exempt status from federal registration
requirements established thereby. Lastly, this section provides for
reciprocity for anglers licensed or registered in adjacent states who fish on
the marine boundary waters between such adjacent states and New York State;
these adjacent states include New Jersey, Connecticut and Rhode Island.



Section 3 provides that any person who purchased a lifetime recreational
marine fishing license pursuant to the herein repealed marine recreational
license law shall be refunded the full amount paid for such lifetime license,
less the established fee for a single license season.

Section 4 is the effective date.

JUSTIFICATION:

Under provisions of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and

Management Reauthorization Act states are required to provide certain
background data on individuals who partake in recreational saltwater

fishing, primarily for the purpose of estimating numbers of fish landed in
each state on an annual basis. Those states that do not comply with these
provisions will be mandated to require their resident recreational saltwater
fisherman to purchase a license from the Federal Government. States can avoid
this mandate by providing individual participating marine angler information
to the federal fisheries management authorities. As part of the 2009 budget a
New York State recreational marine fishing license was created which required
marine recreational anglers to purchase a license from New York if they
wished to participate in recreational saltwater fishing. The Federal
Government does not reguire individuals be licensed, only that each state
provide certain identifying and contact information for its marine anglers.
Other states have taken the step of creating a free registry for recreational
saltwater fishermen. New York should follow this model of creating a free
registration model. This legislation seeks to repeal New York's licensure
requirement while installing an angler registration model that ensures
compliance with the Federal requirements, but is also free to participants.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY:
New Bill.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:

A total of $1.2 million in fees was collected by New York State for
recreational fishing licenses in 2010. In addition, $1.16 million in fees
has been collected for lifetime recreational fishing licenses. Any perscn
who purchased a lifetime license shall be refunded the amount of the lifetime
fee which is in excess of the single season license fee.

EFFECTIVE DATE:
This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after it
shall have beccome law.




