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OPINION

W hat’s in a name?
Everything, 

especially when 
East fi nally meets West.

Corning-Painted Post 
school district offi  cials 
surely realized that when 
they decided to give the 
public a say in the names 
of the combined East and 
West high school and com-
bined CFA and Northside 
Blodgett.

That’s a smart move.
Having a voice in the de-

cision will give each resi-
dent a sense of ownership 
of the new facilities and 
pride in a district fi nally 
united.

We hope divisions that 
remained even after sports 
teams were unifi ed will 
be but a memory when 
the doors to the new high 
school and middle school 
open in the fall of 2014.

Getting everyone in-
volved with the $97 mil-
lion facilities project is a 
great place to start, espe-
cially for taxpayers who do 
not have children in the 
district.

Most students and their 
parents have long wel-
comed the mergers, and 
the current inconvenienc-
es of the project’s con-
struction have only height-
ened their excitement. 
Students can see progress 
being made as they walk 
the halls each day.

However, it would be 
easy for anyone without 
school-aged children to 
feel a little left out of the 
process.

But now everyone in the 
community – especially 
alumni – can participate 
by voting on three sets of 
names:

■ Corning-Painted Post 
High School and Corn-
ing-Painted Post Middle 
School. This option re-
fl ects the name the district 
is commonly referred to.

■ Corning High School 
and Painted Post Middle 
School. This option would 
designate the schools by 
their location.

■ Corning High School 
and Corning Middle 
School. This option is 
based on the offi  cial title 
of the district, the Corning 
City School District, and 
the offi  cial name of the 
district’s sports teams: The 
Corning Hawks.

A voter unhappy with 
any of these selections 
can write in their own 
suggestion.

To weigh in, visit http://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/
bldgnam until May 6.

We urge all residents to 
show their school – and 
community – spirit.

And remember, if you 
don’t vote, you can’t com-
plain if you don’t like the 
names that are chosen.

OUR VIEW

New names 
for new era

T o say the least late-
ly, it’s been a whirl-
wind of days na-

tionally and around the 
globe — including right 
here in New York State.  
So like I do every now and 
then, it’s a good week to 
share some quick news 
and notes out of New York 
government:

■ They say timing is ev-
erything, and that’s as 
true in politics and gov-
ernment as it is in sports, 
business or just about 
anywhere else in life.  And 
the timing couldn’t have 
been truer last Tuesday 
when, on the very day the 
Senate was scheduled to 
take up legislation I spon-
sor to further outlaw the 
operation of meth labs 
statewide, police and fi re-
fi ghters in the city of El-
mira made yet another 
meth lab bust. 

Reports that local fi rst 
responders were on the 
scene of a meth lab dis-
covery came to my atten-
tion early that afternoon. 
By the time the Senate 
voted later that evening, 
I was able to stand on 
the fl oor of the Senate to 
speak in favor of the leg-
islation, let my colleagues 
know that yet another 
meth lab cleanup opera-
tion was underway in El-
mira, and urge their sup-
port to deliver a strong 
message that we’re not 
about to sit back and tol-
erate meth labs endanger-
ing our neighborhoods, 
putting responders and 
citizens at risk, or over-
burdening local systems 
of health care, criminal 
justice and social services. 
The bill was overwhelm-
ingly approved with 

strong bipartisan sup-
port. Now it goes to the 
Assembly.  We’ll see, but 
one thing for certain is 
that this epidemic of meth 
labs is becoming more 
and more disturbing.  
Read about my legislation, 
watch my comments in the 
Senate

Chamber and learn more 
on omara.nysenate.gov.

■ Staying with the “tim-
ing is everything” line of 
thought, there’s a strong 
push underway in Albany 
to go statewide with a sys-
tem of taxpayer-fi nanced 
campaigns.  In simple 
terms, candidates for pub-
lic offi  ce, from the offi  ce of 
governor on down, would 
be able to access public tax-
payer dollars to run their 
campaigns.  Governor An-
drew Cuomo, state As-
sembly leaders and other 
leading legislators and ad-
vocates have made it a high 
priority this year.  At the 
moment, only the Senate 
Republican Conference is 
saying, Let’s hold on a sec-
ond.  Estimates show that 
a statewide system of tax-
payer-fi nanced campaigns 
could cost state taxpayers 
upwards of $220 million 
per election cycle.  As chair 
of the Senate

Elections Committee – 
and with that above fi g-
ure squarely in mind -- I 
think it’s important to be 
as deliberate as possible 

in examining the poten-
tial benefi ts but also the 
pitfalls of a statewide sys-
tem of taxpayer-fi nanced 
campaigns. Taxpayers at 
least deserve a full public 
airing of such a dramatic 
and complex change.  And 
we think there’s one good 
place to start taking a clos-
er look: New York City, 
where the experience of 
public campaign fi nancing 
is well documented, though 
not exactly stellar.  In fact, 
prominent election experts 
have labeled it abused and 
corrupt.  We’ll be hearing 
from some of these critics 
at a public forum in Alba-
ny soon.

■ It’s been a tough run 
across the region’s econ-
omy over the past few 
years, so it’s little wonder 
that news late last week 
that Corning Incorporat-
ed’s diesel facility in Er-
win will be expanding was 
met with more than a few 
sighs of relief and rounds 
of applause.  The econom-
ic body blows around the 
region have been hard to 
take, so any counterpunch-
es we can land earn a cheer.  
This one’s especially good, 
and it’s no surprise that it’s 
coming from a top-fl ight, 
local economic fi ghter like 
Corning Inc.;

■ Speaking of positive 
economic news, the Cuo-
mo administration recent-
ly noted that New York is 
now the nation’s leading 
yogurt producer – yet an-
other feather in the cap of 
our remarkable agricultur-
al sector.  It’s an especially 
good development for dairy 
farmers, since the admin-
istration is fi nally following 
through on some promised 
regulatory reforms that will 

create more economic op-
portunities for the indus-
try and,  as one farm lead-
er stated, show that New 
York “can have a healthy 
environment, local food 
production and a strong 
economy.”  The state’s al-
so increasing support for 
Cornell University’s PRO-
DAIRY program.

■ On the same week that 
the state Department of 
Environmental Conserva-
tion (DEC) released its an-
nual report on the 2012 
hunting season show-
ing Steuben County lead-
ing the state in deer taken, 
and Yates County lead-
ing the state in both deer 
and bucks taken per square 
mile, a list of hunting-and-
fi shing facts also came 
across my desk from the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice for 2011. Hunting and 
fi shing is big business in 
New York State, to the tune 
of more than $8 billion in 
annual economic activity.

New York was second in 
the nation in total angler 
spending on fi shing-re-
lated items, and fourth in 
the nation in spending by 
hunters.

It was a timely reminder 
that the traditions carried 
on by our sportsmen and 
sportswomen are truly an-
chors of upstate New York’s 
way of life – making irre-
placeable contributions to 
the economy and the cul-
ture, and leading the way 
on conservation.

State Sen. Tom O’Mara, R-
Big Flats, represents New 
York’s 58th Senate Dis-
trict, which includes Steu-
ben, Chemung, Schuyler 
and Yates counties, and 
part of Tompkins County.
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ANOTHER VIEW

Don’t believe all 
that you read

TO THE EDITOR | 
Dear Ms. Wilson:

First, a response to 
your claim: the myth that 
Pres. Obama’s vacation 
schedule somehow dem-
onstrates his lack of con-
cern for the country has 
been debunked over and 
over, but it seems to be 
one of many rumors that 
will not die. Nancy Rea-
gan once said “Presidents 
don’t get vacations – they 
just get a change of scen-
ery. The job goes with you.” 

While conducting a routine 
Google search for “Obama 
vacation days”, I noted 
that several media out-
lets known for their anti-
Obama bias shrieked about 
Obama’s “lavish and fre-
quent vacations” (among 
these the blog of the hu-
miliated right-wing pitbull 
Andrew Breitbart, and the 
Fox News website.) 

By contrast, outlets such 
as “The Week” and “Fact-
Check.org” noted that 
George W. Bush took far 
more vacation days than 
Pres. Obama. I refer you 
and others to an article 

by Paul Brandus in “The 
Week”, in which he decon-
structs the fi ve most popu-
lar myths about Obama’s 
“failings” as President. 

The point of my letter is 
not to argue over wheth-
er Obama or Bush or John 
Quincy Adams took more 
vacation days, who spent 
more money on his Secret 
Service detail, or in fact 
whether Obama is an eff ec-
tive President; my point is 
remind you that our right 
to free speech does not give 
us the right to make up our 
own facts to support our 
own preconceived notions, 

or to repeat questionable 
facts without probing their 
veracity. 

Ms. Wilson, I would 
hope that your parents, 
teachers, and the editor of 
this newspaper might, by 
their example, teach you 
to not believe everything 
you read simply because 
you hope or suspect it 
might be true. I would also 
hope that you remember 
what we call the spreading 
of uncorroborated facts: 
rumor.

Carl Johengen
Bath
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Last week, the Obama ad-
ministration announced a 
new policy to provide legal 
help to mentally disabled 
immigrants awaiting depor-
tation trials in federal deten-
tion centers. A day later, a 
federal judge in Los Angeles 
reached the same conclu-
sion, ruling that the Depart-
ment of Homeland Securi-
ty is required to provide free 
legal assistance to immi-
grants in detention if they 
are not capable of repre-
senting themselves because 
of mental illness.

Both decisions are wel-
come and could help bring 
more fairness to the sys-
tem. Currently, only crimi-
nal defendants are entitled 
to court-appointed lawyers; 
deportation trials are civ-
il cases.

Yet the new policy will be 
meaningful only if all deten-
tion centers in the country 
provide adequate screenings 
that can identify immigrants 
who are mentally incom-
petent. And the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security 
has an uneven track record 
when it comes to imple-
menting such reforms be-
cause it operates only a frac-
tion - 10 out of 250 - of the 
immigration jails scattered 
across the country. In fact, 
60 percent of the 34,000 
immigrants detained on any 
given day are housed in lo-
cal jails or privately run fa-
cilities that contract with 
the U.S. government but 
that at times ignore the 

rules. Operators of many of 
those private detention cen-
ters and local jails have of-
ten resisted adopting even 
minimal reforms, arguing 
that they are too costly or 
too cumbersome.

No doubt critics of the 
policy will argue that pro-
viding lawyers to immi-
grants, even those who are 
legal permanent residents, 
is too expensive. But so too 
is the current detention pro-
cess. It costs an average of 
$122 a day to detain an im-
migrant. And those who are 
mentally disabled can some-
times languish in detention.

Consider the case of Jose 
Antonio Franco, a mentally 
disabled man who faced de-
portation because he threw 
a rock during a fi ght. An im-
migration judge suspend-
ed his case rather than allow 
him to represent himself. 
He spent nearly fi ve years 
in a Southern California de-
tention center, and was re-
leased only after civil rights 
groups took on his case.

The administration de-
serves praise for its prom-
ise to provide mentally in-
competent immigrants with 
the due process they de-
serve. Now it needs to mus-
ter the strength to see that 
the promise is fulfi lled. And 
while it’s at it, the adminis-
tration should throw its sup-
port behind the Senate’s im-
migration reform bill, which 
would guarantee similar le-
gal protections for children 
awaiting deportation trials.
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Legal help for 
disabled detainees

TOM O’MARA


