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OPINION

A ccording to the 
state Division of 
the Budget, New 

York State faces budget 
defi cits of $2 billion in 
state fi scal year 2014-15, 
and $2.9 billion in each of 
the following two years.

Keep in mind that these 
projected budget gaps ex-
ist despite the fi scal dis-
cipline of the past three 
years, when Gov. An-
drew Cuomo and the Leg-
islature have held state 
spending growth to under 
2 percent annually for the 
fi rst time in a long, long 
time, and other actions 
have been ongoing to 
downsize, consolidate and 
inject long-overdue fi scal 
sense into many state gov-
ernment operations, as 
well as to rein in the cost 
of numerous programs 
and services.

These projections make 
two overriding points. 
First, they beg a question: 
What kind of a mess were 
New York’s fi nances in in 
the years just prior to the 
beginning of the fi scal re-
form we initiated since 
2011? That’s a long sto-
ry but, in short, it wasn’t 
pretty and many of us said 
so at the time.

But we need to keep 
the budget projections in 
mind for the other point: 
Even with all we’ve ac-
complished in the are-
na of fi scal responsibil-
ity over the past three 
years, we’re clearly not 
out of the woods. A recent 
state comptroller’s report 
warned that other factors, 
such as slower-than-ex-
pected economic growth, 
could bump these bud-
get gaps to “$6 billion or 
more.”

I share all of this pri-
marily as the set-up to 
questioning some of the 
Cuomo administration’s 
recent actions, particu-
larly the announced shut-
down of inpatient services 
at the Elmira Psychiatric 
Center (Elmira PC) and 
the planned closing of the 
Monterey Shock Incarcer-
ation Correctional Facility 
next year.

In general these actions 
are touted by the admin-
istration as moves that 
are cost eff ective and that 
make fi scal sense for New 
York State in the long run.

As I’ve said repeatedly 

over the past few years, 
I’m more often than not 
all-in when it comes 
to smarter and smaller 
government.

But I’m far from con-
vinced that’s the case with 
the Elmira PC or Mon-
terey. I’m not alone in 
raising questions about 
each of the Cuomo ad-
ministration strategies 
under way to transform 
New York’s systems of 
corrections and mental 
health.

So working together 
with local leaders, we’re 
going to see if we can 
make the case that we 
should fi nd more eff ective 
ways to achieve the short- 
and long-term goals we 
share.

An online Join The 
Fight! petition I began a 
few weeks ago in support 
of the Elmira Psychiat-
ric Center keeps gaining 
steam and has now drawn 
nearly 2,000 supporters. 
It’s one important way to 
give voice to our concerns. 
We’ll be undertaking a 
similar eff ort on behalf of 
the Monterey Shock In-
carceration facility.

I found it a particularly 
troubling case of bad tim-
ing last week when it was 
reported that the Cuomo 
administration is hiring 
nearly two dozen new top-
level administrators in the 
state Department of Cor-
rections and Community 

Supervision. They are hir-
ing 22 “assistant depu-
ty superintendents,” at 
salaries of up to nearly 
$85,000 annually.

So I joined the New 
York State Correction-
al Offi  cers and Police Be-
nevolent Association in 
opposition to the need 
for this “new bureaucra-
cy,” especially at the same 
time the state is shutting 
down upstate correctional 
facilities. 

It seems hard to justify 
closing Monterey and oth-
er correctional facilities 
on one hand while hir-
ing an expensive new lay-
er of bureaucracy with the 
other. 

So too many of the Cuo-
mo administration’s re-
cent actions don’t appear 
well thought out and un-
fairly target our region 
and other struggling up-
state communities. The 
administration has the 
authority to act unilat-
erally in some instances. 
It’s the governor’s bureau-
cracy to run as he sees fi t. 
But those of us who rep-
resent the communities, 

the workers, the patients 
and the families being im-
pacted have a right to ask 
why, to inquire how (and 
what’s next), to paint a 
diff erent picture and to 
urge the Cuomo adminis-
tration to reconsider.

It appears hard to im-
prove upon the Elmira 
PC’s record of fi scal eff ec-
tiveness and operation-
al success. Same goes for 
Monterey. 

Several concerns need 
raising:

■ It’s one thing to pro-
vide assurances in a news 
release, but quite another 
to have a specifi c transition 
plan in place for any dis-
placed employees and their 
families. What’s the plan?

■ How do we off set the 
economic impact of these 
losses for the aff ected up-
state communities?

■ Are the far-reach-
ing and signifi cant chang-
es taking place in correc-
tional services and mental 
health the right moves for 
the right reasons?

The work of getting an-
swers to these concerns – 
and many others – is un-
derway. I’ll do my best to 
keep you posted.

State Sen. Tom O’Mara, R-
Big Flats, represents New 
York’s 58th Senate District, 
which includes Steuben, 
Chemung, Schuyler and 
Yates counties, and part of 
Tompkins County.
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The cost of downsizing

G overnor Cuomo 
declares he is fi -
nally going to fo-

cus on improving the up-
state economy, saying, 
“There has been no up-
state focus … downstate 
dominates the legisla-
ture, because that’s where 
the people are.” We know, 
Governor; we’re the tail 
attached to that Great 
Dane, New York City. 
Whenever they twitch, we 
are wagged.

Upstate has been in 
steep decline for many 
years with high unemploy-
ment and young people 
fl eeing to other states to 
fi nd jobs, leaving an aging 
and increasingly poor pop-
ulation behind.

Cuomo could approve 
gas drilling to jump-start 
the economy, but his base 
(upstate and downstate) is 
against it. Meanwhile, the 
ultra-liberal Illinois House 
voted 108 to 9 to approve 
hydrofracking. Democrat 
Governor Pat Quinn said, 

“Passage of hydrofracking 
legislation … brings good 
news for jobs, economic 
development and environ-
mental protection in Illi-
nois.” Hydrofracking will 
add $9.5 billion to the Illi-
nois economy.

Even the rabidly liberal 
California legislature won’t 
ban hydrofracking. Hyper-
green Democrat Governor 
Jerry Brown said hydro-
fracking “could be a fabu-
lous economic opportuni-
ty.” California could gain 
2.8 million jobs and $24.6 
billion new tax revenue.

President Obama is also 
pro-fracking, saying that 
advances in drilling have 
“helped to drive our car-
bon pollution to its lowest 
levels in nearly 20 years.” 
He has pledged to “keep 
working with the industry 
to make drilling safer and 
cleaner.”

Cuomo’s delays on frack-
ing are a political con. He 
knows fracking will boost 
our economy, but he’s 

scared of his environmen-
tal base; so he dithers, hop-
ing to placate both sides.

Instead of the econom-
ic boost of hydrofrack-
ing, Cuomo announced 
more Regional Econom-
ic Development Council 
grants, which have already 
cost $1.5 billion. Cuomo 
claims they helped in “cre-
ating or helping to main-
tain” (whatever main-
tain means) 75,000 jobs 
statewide” - an insignifi -
cant number which hasn’t 
improved the upstate 
economy.

Don’t expect actual 
help from Cuomo or oth-
er downstate politicians. 
They want us weak so 
we’re no threat to them. 
Besides, what’s in it for 
them if our economy im-
proves? If Cuomo allows 
gas drilling he will build a 
constituency not beholden 
to downstate Democrats 
and their pals here, and 
that could be a threat.

New York is the most 

regulated state in the 
union. Landowners’ prop-
erty rights are trampled. 
Gun owners continue to 
be a political target. We’re 
crippled by oppressive 
taxes and regulations. It 
might seem hopeless. But 
we can begin to take our 
government back by elect-
ing local candidates will-
ing to confront upstate 
anti-frackers and their 
downstate allies.

Article IX of the New 
York State Constitution, 
the Home Rule provision, 
which gives local govern-
ments the power to act on 
“property, aff airs, or gov-
ernments,” should be en-
forced. This idea can 
appeal to discerning Dem-
ocrats, independents and 
Republicans. Let’s use it to 
say no to Albany’s destruc-
tive policies.

Mike Morrongiello is 
a member of the Corn-
ing Town Republican 
Committee.
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A few weeks ago, 
Rolling Stone had 
the execrable taste 

to put the Boston Mara-
thon Bomber on the cov-
er, making him look just 
like a Semitic version of 
Justin Beiber. Since I have 
very little respect for a 
magazine that essential-
ly ambushed Gen. Stan-
ley McChrystal, proselytiz-
es for stoners and portrays 
Sarah Palin as a slut, I 
wasn’t really surprised. 
Disgusted maybe, but not 
surprised.

It didn’t occur to me 
that there was something 
sinister about the incident, 
until this past Wednes-
day when I checked out 
the front page of the New 
York Times and found a 
sympathetic story about 
Bradley Manning. The au-
thors went to a great deal 
of trouble to “human-
ize” the man who released 
thousands of classifi ed 
documents to WikiLeaks 
founder (and internation-
al coward) Julian Assange, 
whose last name is so ex-
quisitely fi tting.

Here is how they began: 
“Feeling outcast and alone 
in Iraq, Bradley Manning, 
then a 22-year-old Army 
private, turned to the In-
ternet for solace in ear-
ly 2010, wanting to share 
with the world what he 
saw as the unconsciona-
ble horrors of war, an act 
that resulted in what mili-
tary prosecutors called one 
of the greatest betrayals in 
the nation’s history.”

If you did not know that 
you were reading a news 
report, you could serious-
ly believe from the fl ow-
ery language (“solace?” 
Really?) that this was ei-
ther a majority opinion 
written by Justice Antho-
ny Kennedy or the latest 
installment in the “Twi-
light” series. This obvious 
and awkwardly-written at-
tempt to curry sympathy 
for a man who jeopardized 
the lives of countless mili-
tary personnel would have 
been laughable had it not 
represented a disturbing 
trend in the national me-
dia: the willingness to em-
pathize with criminals.

Rolling Stone runs a fea-
ture on the degeneration 
of a cool, dope-smoking 
young wrestler who was as 
Americanized as your av-
erage Chechnyan emigre 
into a zombie-like follower 
of radical Islam and turns 
it into a cautionary tale. 
We are somehow supposed 
to weep for this poor boy 
who was given every damn 
thing that our immigra-
tion system provides in-
cluding a shot a U.S. cit-
izenship and say “how 
could we have made a dif-
ference in his life?” 

This refl exive soul-
searching, this shifting of 
the blame from the per-
petrator to the bystand-
ers and - much worse - vic-
tims is obscene.

But we do it all the time. 

Sometimes we do it when 
our cities explode in gun-
fi re and we need a scape-
goat. We don’t blame the 
guy holding the gun. We 
blame the guy who made 
the gun, or the one who 
sold the gun, or the one 
who passed the law mak-
ing it easier to get the gun, 
or the one who didn’t pro-
vide a free breakfast for 
the shooter. I’ve pretty 
much gotten used to that 
particular reaction.

What I haven’t gotten 
used to is the idea that 
no matter how heinous a 
crime or how despicable a 
person, we refl exively re-
fuse to acknowledge that 
some people have no jus-
tifi cation for what they’ve 
done. They are just evil.

Bradley Manning is not 
necessarily evil, although 
I’m fairly certain he was 
in the celestial lunchroom 
when God was handing 
out consciences. He comes 
off  as a whiny, self-cen-
tered little toad who was 
confl icted about his sexu-
ality, angered by the Ar-
my’s “Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell” policy, off ended that 
he was actually treated like 
a lower-level enlistee as 
opposed to an offi  cer and 
desperately in search of 
friends. 

Under other circum-
stances, you could feel sor-
ry for someone who felt 
marginalized. Under these 
circumstances, you can 
only shake your head and 
wonder how in the world 
he ever made it through 
boot camp.

Bradley Manning was 
not convicted of the most 
serious charge against him, 
aiding the enemy. Not be-
ing an expert in military 
law, I can’t say whether the 
judge’s determination was 
overly generous or justifi ed 
by the facts of the case. 

Still, he was convicted of 
leaking classifi ed informa-
tion, including information 
that could have put both 
military and foreign service 
employees living abroad in 
great danger. The young 
gay man who resented the 
military for forcing him to 
hide his sexuality might 
very well have exposed 
other gay soldiers to ex-
treme danger in countries 
where not having marriage 
equality is the least of your 
problems.

But we’re supposed to 
feel sorry for him. We’re al-
so supposed to have a soft 
spot in our hearts for Dzo-
khar Tsarnaev because he 
was torn between a fam-
ily that clung to antiquat-
ed customs, a homicidal 
brother, and an Ameri-
can society that apparently 
didn’t do enough to make 
him feel welcome.

Give me a break. Let’s 
save our sympathy for the 
innocent.

Christine M. Flowers is a 
lawyer and columnist for 
the Philadelphia Daily 
News.
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