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OPINION

D iff erent state gov-
ernment leaders 
and observers will 

give you diff erent to-do 
lists for the fi nal weeks 
of this year’s legislative 
session. In recent days 
New York’s governor has 
been pushing an agenda 
that’s heavily focused on 
state taxpayer-funded col-
lege education for illegal 
aliens, and a system of 
state-taxpayer funded 
political campaigns.

I won’t, in this column, 
wade too far into the 
politics behind this latest 
Cuomo administration 
agenda. Let’s just say for 
now that there’s more 
important work at hand. 
And last week the Senate 
sent clear signals that 
we’re aiming in at least a 
few diff erent directions.

I’ve recently highlighted 
the need to stay focused 
on job No. 1, which is the 
need for jobs. How about 
public health and safety? 
Two recent headlines 
from our region serve to 
highlight additional end-
of-session priorities:

“Waiting lists for addic-
tion treatment grow, as 
region sees increase in 
heroin use”

“6 charged in Savona 
meth lab probe”

Meth and heroin are 
the twin drug plagues 
facing the Southern Tier 

and Finger Lakes regions. 
There’s no hiding from 
that fact. So when the 
state Senate returned to 
the Capitol last Monday, 
one of our fi rst orders of 
business was to approve, 
with strong bipartisan 
support, legislation I 
sponsor to further outlaw 
meth labs.

Earlier that same day, 
I was in Oneonta at a 
hearing of the Senate 
Task Force on Heroin 
and Opioid Addiction, 
on which I serve as a 
member.

Our task force has been 
conducting these hearings 
statewide since late April, 
and we’ll be bringing one 
to our region in the very 
near future.

The hearings are prov-
ing extremely eff ective to 
highlight the threat and 
to spread public aware-
ness – and they’re going 
to help us put together 
a comprehensive set of 
legislative recommenda-
tions for action before 
the end of this year’s 

session. We’re receiving 
valuable testimony from 
law enforcement offi  cers, 
drug addiction counsel-
ors, treatment providers, 
social services and mental 
health professionals, and 
other experts -- as well 
as directly from former 
addicts and families 
trying to help addicted 
loved ones -- about the 
range of complex chal-
lenges posed by heroin.

Common threads of 
testimony are emerg-
ing and we’re working 
to determine the most 
eff ective combination of 
law enforcement, aware-
ness and education, and 
treatment and prevention 
to better protect our com-
munities and save lives, 
especially, it seems, young 
lives. According to fi gures 
from Cayuga Addiction 
Recovery Services, the 
numbers of 19-to-25-year-
olds in the Southern Tier 
and Finger Lakes treated 
for drug abuse increased 
more than 35 percent 
from 2007 to 2012. The 
National Institutes of 
Health (NIH) has esti-
mated that approximately 
23 percent of those 
who use heroin become 
dependent on the highly 
addictive drug.

Numerous experts 
continue to point to New 
York’s crackdown on the 

abuse of prescription 
painkillers as the driving 
force behind the surge 
in heroin abuse, since 
heroin’s a cheaper and 
more easily obtainable 
substitute for satisfying 
the addiction. Whatever 
the reasons – and believe 
me there are many – the 
alarm is undeniable.

Same goes for meth. 
Week after week there’s 
another meth-related 
incident somewhere in 
the region. The recent 
arrests in Savona in 
Steuben County, which 
involved the Steuben 
County Social Services 
Department and the State 
Police, including the Con-
taminated Crime Scene 
Emergency Response 
Team, continue to drive 
home the point that meth 
labs pose unacceptable 
risks to our neighbor-
hoods, threaten the safety 
of police offi  cers and fi rst 
responders, and burden 
local systems of health 
care, criminal justice and 
social services

Last week’s Senate-
approved legislation 
would implement a series 
of increasingly severe 
felony off enses for the 
possession of meth manu-
facturing material and 
the unlawful manufacture 
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T oday, new technolo-
gies for unlocking 
natural gas have 

revolutionized the industry. 
A half-century old process 
called hydraulic fracturing 
combined with a relatively 
new ability to drill horizon-
tally in shale formations has 
made America more energy 
independent than it has 
been in fi fty years. The Mar-
cellus Shale, conveniently 
located here in the North-
east, has become one of the 
biggest international energy 
stories emerging in the past 
fi ve years.

Yet, New York has decided 
to “opt-out” of participating 
in this economic opportu-
nity. That does not mean 
that our state does not like 
to consume natural gas. 
According to statistics pub-
lished by the U.S. Energy 
Information Administra-
tion (EIA), in 2012 New 
York consumed 1.2 trillion 
cubic feet of natural gas. 
Statewide, 29% went to heat 
homes, and 40% was con-
sumed to make electricity.

So what has New York 
decided to do about it? We 
have decided to say “No” 
to this new technology. 
The State has essentially 
shut down the natural gas 
producing industry through 
a “moratorium”, a decision 
to not issue permits for the 
production of shale gas 
within the boundaries of 
New York State.

This produces a conun-
drum for those of us who 
live in this state. We need 
natural gas. We expect it to 
be delivered to our door-
steps, to our apartments, 
to our businesses… and 
especially to our plants that 
produce electricity. We like 
the clean-burning, environ-
mental benefi ts of natural 
gas, but we apparently don’t 
want the inconvenience of 
producing it.

Where do we want to get 
our energy? Do we want to 
go back to importing more 
oil from the Middle East? 
Do we want to become an 
energy-starved country 

like Japan which needs to 
import liquefi ed natural gas 
(LNG) from other coun-
tries? We do want to be 
known as the most environ-
mentally enlightened state 
in the Union. We say we 
are for renewable energy, 
yet are unwilling to support 
production of the natural 
gas required to back it up 
and insure its reliability on 
the electric grid. In short, 
New Yorkers seem to have 
an attitude that “we can have 
our cake and eat it to.” Let 
someone else worry about 
our natural gas supplies.

The most recent statis-
tics from EIA indicate that 
about 34 percent of the 
natural gas being consumed 
in the country today is 
coming from shale forma-
tions. This energy cannot 
be produced without these 
modern technologies which, 
in essence, release the gas 
that is trapped in the rock. 
Though we New Yorkers 
are sitting on billions of 
cubic feet of shale gas, we 
are unwilling to produce it. 
Albany needs to “change its 
tune.” Our State should be a 
producer, not just a con-
sumer of this clean-burning 
energy.

During this year’s cold 
winter, even the most ardent 
opponents of natural gas in 
New York were being kept 
warm by it. The fact that 
over a third of the energy 
heating our homes was 
coming from shale gas res-
ervoirs in neighboring states 
seems to be over-looked. 
Where would we be without 
it? Who, in the future, will 
supply the natural gas that 
we need? Shouldn’t New 
Yorkers be a part of the 
solution?
Rolland Kidder was a 
Democratic member of the 
New York State Assembly 
from 1975-’82; a member of 
its Environmental Conser-
vation Committee; and a 
founder and former owner of 
a New York state natural gas 
exploration and production 
company based in western 
New York.
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B ailey-Jean the 
Rottie needs to 
lose weight after a 

life spent mostly indoors. 
She likes other dogs, 
children and sits a mean 
couch, even if it’s already 
occupied.

Harlie, a female lab 
mix, loves to cuddle.

Sir Oliver, the Manches-
ter terrier, likes kids.

Ella Mae, a Jack Rus-
sell terrier, likes to play 
fetch with adults, but isn’t 
fond of other dogs, cats or 
children.

Reese, a female mastiff -
collie mix, just wants to 
come inside after a life-
time spent outdoors.

All – except one – are 
looking for a place to stay 
until they fi nd a perma-
nent home. Unfortunately, 
foster families are in short 
supply right now, said Sue 

Preset, a board member 
for Tanner’s PAWS, a 
not-for-profi t organiza-
tion that rescues and fi nds 
new homes for dogs such 
as the ones mentioned 
above.

Sue sounded the alarm 
last week on Tanner’s 
PAWS’ Facebook page. 
Tanner’s does not have a 
large shelter and relies on 
foster families to help care 
for the dogs before they 

are adopted.
I would take them all 

in if I could. However, 
my husband quickly and 
fi rmly reminded me that 
we have three dogs, three 
cats, two children still at 
home and one soon to 
return from college.

To keep my husband’s 
sanity and our marriage 
intact, I decided that 
recruiting fosters for Tan-
ner’s PAWS was the way 

to go.
I have to be up front, 

though. Fostering isn’t 
easy. Adam, the kids and I 
tried it once, and failed.

We responded to an 
urgent plea for foster 
families a few months 
ago. Five dogs needed 
foster homes, and quick.

Their time was run-
ning out. You know what 
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