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GUEST VIEW | MICHAEL J. SWARTZ

erve those
who served

n Veterans Day,

Americans come

together to recog-
nize and honor those who
have served our Nation. It
is a day for remembrance,
gratitude and inspiration.
It instills in us a sense
of pride to know that we
are blessed that men and
women have selflessly sac-
rificed on our behalf.

It has been said that how
anation remembers its de-
fenders reflects its true
character and conscience.
President Calvin Coolidge
put it more directly when
he said, “The nation which
forgets its defenders will
be itself forgotten.” We will
never forget.

For employees at the
Department of Veter-
ans Affairs, we are privi-
leged to serve America’s
heroes and, for us, every
day is Veteran’s Day. We
are proud to fulfill the sol-
emn pledge set forth by
President Abraham Lin-
coln - “to care for him who
shall have borne the battle,
and for his widow, and his
orphan.”

From our World War
IT and Korean War veter-
ans reaching their twilight
years; to our Vietnam vet-
erans entering retirement
age; our younger Gulf War
veterans and those return-
ing from the global war on
terror; and to those who
have served during oth-
er time periods; thank you
for your service.

Although the majori-
ty of veterans successful-
ly readjust to life after de-
ployment, some veterans
need additional assistance
in dealing with physical
or mental health issues
or even homelessness. No
veteran who has honorably
served our country should
ever be homeless.

So as we reflect this Vet-
eran’s Day, let’s ensure
we are honoring all those
who have served and are
currently serving. May
God bless America’s vet-
erans and may God bless
America.

Michael J. Swarts is the di-
rector of the Bath VA Medi-
cal Center.

OTHER VIEW | L.A. TIMES

In D.C,, a crisis
In competence

lected officials in
E the nation’s capital

have spent the past
several weeks demonstrat-
ing that they can’t do the
jobs voters sent them there
to do. On Capitol Hill, law-
makers got into an extend-
ed spat that shut down
much of the government
for 16 days and threatened
to turn Treasury Secretary
Jacob Lew into the world’s
biggest deadbeat.

Meanwhile, the Obama
administration launched a
website for the new federal-
ly operated health insurance
exchanges that failed epical-
ly, with so many design flaws
and technical problems that
it may take weeks to reach a
basic level of reliability.

Granted, the government
shutdown and the Health-
Care.gov meltdown hap-
pened for very different
reasons. The former was a
result of a cynical and ill-
conceived gambit by House
Republicans, who tried to
force changes in Obamacare
that they didn’t have the
votes to win.

The latter stemmed from
the administration’s in-
ept management of a com-
plex project, a problem
exacerbated by political im-
peratives that repeatedly
trumped technical ones.

The overarching mes-
sage to the public, howev-
er, is the same in both in-
stances: Your leaders are
incompetent.

And the people are lis-
tening. Gallup reports that
Congress’ approval rating
sank to an abysmal 11 per-
cent during the shutdown,
after rebounding slight-
ly from its record low of 10
percent in February.

President Obama, mean-
while, has seen his approv-
al rating slide steadily this
year to 39 percent, nearing
the low point of his tenure.
Dwindling faith in govern-
ment has contributed to a
pessimism about the econ-
omy that discourages con-
sumer spending, the life-
blood of U.S. growth.

The administration can
undo some of the damage
by fixing HealthCare.gov
soon, giving people ample
time to shop before policies
are supposed to go into ef-
fect Jan. 1.

But Washington faces an-
other potential shutdown
and default early next year,
when the temporary mea-
sures enacted in mid-Oc-
tober expire. The best way
for lawmalkers to avoid a re-
play of last month’s debacle
would be to strike a deal be-
fore the end of the year.

That’s easier said than
done, considering how far
apart House Republicans
and Senate Democrats are
- and how polarized their
constituents are too.

Yet the lesson of Tuesday’s
gubernatorial elections in
New Jersey and Virginia
may be that ideologues are
in less demand than lead-
ers who can work across the
political aisle to get things
done. Having failed in three
previous attempts to reach
a bipartisan “grand bar-
gain” on taxes and entitle-
ments, lawmakers need to
show their constituents that
they can at least handle the
simpler task of funding the
government without resort-
ing to yet another manufac-
tured crisis.

We're not asking for mir-
acles here, just competence.
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ThanK you for
your service

and your
sacrifice

COLUMN | SEN TOM O'MARA

Our obligation, responsibility

ifty years ago, on
F November 11, 1963,

then-President
John F. Kennedy led the
Veterans Day ceremo-
ny at Arlington Nation-
al Cemetery overlooking
Washington D.C. He laid
a wreath at The Tomb of
the Unknowns.

It would be one of Presi-
dent Kennedy'’s last official
acts, just 11 days before his
tragic assassination.

Two years earlier, on No-
vember 11, 1961, at Presi-
dent Kennedy's first Veter-
ans Day observance as the
leader of the United States
of America, he gave us the
following in his remarks at
Arlington, “We celebrate
thi Veterans Day for a very
few minutes, a few seconds
of silence and then this
country’s life goes on. But
I think it most appropriate
that we recall on this oc-
casion, and on every other
moment when we are faced
with great responsibili-
ties, the contribution and
the sacrifice which so ma-
ny men and their families
have made in order to per-
mit this country to now oc-
cupy its present position of
responsibility and freedom,
and in order to permit us to
gather here together.”

This echo of former Pres-
ident Kennedy remains so
very fitting — and poignant
- to hear again on this Vet-
erans Day, when we in-
deed live in a time of great
responsibilities and as we
continue to gather to sa-
lute the contribution and
the sacrifice of our mili-
tary men and women, liv-
ing and deceased, past and
present.

On November 11, 2013,
at ceremonies today (and

throughout the past week-
end) at local cemeteries,
and at the monuments and
memorials which so ma-
ny area communities have
seen fit to build to honor
our veterans, we carry on
this essential observance of
Veterans Day.

Travel throughout this
region’s communities and
it’s striking to reflect on
the common landmarks
that stand as everyday re-
minders of the guiding
principles and underly-
ing strengths of our na-
tion: city, town and village
halls, county courthous-
es, churches, elementa-
ry schools, local public li-
braries. These fundamental
American places still speak
to the very reasons for our
nation’s founding and her
endurance as the world’s
great democracy.

But perhaps most pow-
erfully of all, on this day
every year we are drawn
to the cemeteries, monu-
ments and memorials in
our midst that still, and
hopefully always will, rise
up to honor those who
have served and sacri-
ficed, and still do. We gath-
er together throughout the
Southern Tier and Finger
Lakes regions to honor the
sacrifices and the victories
of our soldiers - past, pres-
ent, and future. By doing
so, we reaffirm our pride
in this nation’s servicemen
and women and, of course,
we turn our thoughts and
prayers to all of the young
soldiers whom we've lost
from here at home.

Since the tragic unfold-
ing of September 11, 2001
this generation ha realized,
all too painfully, that our
freedom here at home can
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be threatened at any mo-
ment. We realize, as well,
that our troops always
stand ready to protect free-
dom again and again. The
freedoms we cherish have
been hard-won by the sol-
diers of previous genera-
tions and by those of this
generation who have con-
tinued to serve. They are
true American heroes, and
we are grateful to each and
every one of them. Sacrifice
is the fundamental truth
that’s recalled on Veterans
Day, especially today when
sacrifice can too often seem
an on-the-decline virtue in
American life.

One way that New York
government seeks to con-
stantly honor th service of
veterans has been through
the creation of state agen-
cies and legislative com-
mittees devoted to the
development and admin-
istration of programs and
services that seek to ad-
dress the many challeng-
es facing today’s veter-
ans in areas such as health
care, employment and
education.

The state Division of
Veterans Affairs was es-
tablished in 1945 to assist
veterans, members of the
armed forces, their families
and their dependents.

Since then, the Division
-- in concert with its offic-
es in counties locally and
across New York -- has

strongly advocated for
veteran’s issues at the lo-
cal, state and national lev-
els. It’s a proud history of
service.

In addition to the Di-
vision, each house of the
state Legislature has es-
tablished a veterans com-
mittee dedicated to these
affairs. In the Senate, the
Veterans, Homeland Se-
curity and Military Affairs
Committee concentrates
each and every legislative
session to identify and for-
mulate legislative respons-
es to the many issues con-
fronting our veterans.

On November 11, 1961,
as he stood so tall, so proud
and so hopeful on that
long-ago day and recalled
for all Americans and the
world how Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery was creat-
ed 97 years earlier to bury
the soldiers of the Civ-

il War, President Kennedy
said, “It was a crucial mo-
ment in our Nation’s his-
tory, but these memories,
sad and proud, these qui-
et grounds, this Cemetery
and others like it all around
the world, remind us with
pride of our obligation and
our opportunity”

“Our obligation and our
opportunity.”

These words deserve to
remain with us on this Vet-
erans Day, to guide us, now
and forever, as a solemn re-
minder of the clearest duty
of a proud nation and all of
her citizens.

State Sen. Tom O'Mara, R-
Big Flats, represents New
York's 58th Senate District,
which includes Steuben,
Chemung, Schuyler and
Yates counties, and part of
Tompkins County.
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Bason vyill act
on public’s needs

TO THE EDITOR |1
would like to thank the
Town of Tyrone residents
for their support in last
Tuesday’s election. That
support came from across
party lines, which rein-
forces the importance of
working together. Dur-
ing my campaign I lis-
tened to your comments,
concerns and suggestions;
and I pledge to contin-
ue doing that as we move
forward on issues that you

indicated are important
to you.

The Town Board is
here to work for you; and
if you have questions or
concerns, I welcome you
to come to the meetings.
The Planning Committee
meets the first Tuesday of
the month at 7 p.m. and
the Town Board meets the
second Tuesday at 7 p.m.

Again, thank you for
your support.

Christopher Bason
Tyrone

Looking forward to

next 4 years

TO THE EDITOR | I
would like to thank all
those who were instru-
mental in my victory. I ap-
preciate the support and
endorsements I received
from SEIU 1199, CSEA
851, Corning’s Local 1000
Steelworkers, World
Kitchen’s Local 1034 and
IBEW Local 139.

Thank you to all those
who donated to my cam-
paign, made phone calls,
walked the wards etc.

I especially want to
thank my friends for their

confidence in me and my
family for their ongoing
support. I couldn’t have
done it without all of you.
Finally I want to thank all
those who voted for me.
I've enjoyed my ten-
ure on the City Coun-
cil and I am very happy
to continue to represent
the residents of the City
of Corning on the Steu-
ben County Legislature. I
look forward to working
hard for you the next four
years.

Hilda Lando
Steuben County legislator



