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OPINION

O ne piece of legis-
lation I sponsored 
earlier this year, 

as chairman of the Sen-
ate Elections Committee, 
was a measure to change 
the date of this week’s 
Primary Day from Tues-
day, September 11, 2012 
to wThursday, September 
13th in order to recognize 
and fully respect the sig-
nifi cance of this year’s an-
niversary of the 9/11 ter-
rorist attacks on America. 
Not surprisingly, it was 
overwhelmingly approved 
by the Legislature and 
swiftly signed into law by 
Governor Andrew Cuomo. 
It’s just one more example 
of our nation’s deep-root-
ed desire to forever honor 
the lives lost on Septem-
ber 11, 2001. That’s as it 
should be.

For each and ev-
ery American genera-
tion, there are days and 
dates that become forever 
etched in the national con-
sciousness. The attack on 
Pearl Harbor, and the as-
sassinations of President 
John F. Kennedy, Robert 
F. Kennedy and Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. come 
to mind as examples.

And so while this year’s 
9/11 observances arrive in 
the midst of a presiden-
tial election season here in 
New York State and across 
America, it simply can-
not be overshadowed. It’s 
a day, most of us believe, 
that must always remain a 
day of remembrance and 
honor. Three months af-
ter the September 11th at-
tacks, President George 
W. Bush said in a speech 
to the nation, “We will re-
member where we were 
and how we felt…And in 
our time we will honor the 
memory of the 11th day by 
doing our duty as citizens 
of this great country, free-
dom’s home and freedom’s 
defender.”

September 11th is re-
called as one of our na-
tion’s darkest, most shat-
tering days. Yet it’s also 
recalled as a day when 
Americans, everywhere, 
were bound together in 
mourning and outrage, 
perseverance and strength 
– and an overwhelming 
desire to somehow re-
spond. This undeniable 
national spirit has carried 
on and will be on display 
again this week in servic-
es in so many American 
communities.

We see it, maybe most 
of all, within the respect 
we carry for our police of-
fi cers, fi refi ghters, EMTs 
and other fi rst responders. 
Not long ago in this col-
umn, in fact, I had the op-
portunity to express a col-
lective thanks to all of the 
men and women who re-
sponded in the aftermath 
of the tornado that struck 
Elmira and several sur-
rounding communities in 
late July. It bears repeating 
here that we must always 
raise a heartfelt salute to 
all of our local police offi  -
cers, fi refi ghters and other 

emergency responders for 
their immediate, coura-
geous and capable fi rst re-
sponse and dedication. 
We’re always reminded, it 
seems, that our communi-
ties are truly fortunate to 
have these men and wom-
en constantly on guard 
and standing ready to pro-
tect our lives and property, 
safety and security.

And we see it in our on-
going expressions of grat-
itude and respect for our 
veterans, and the service-
men and servicewomen 
serving at this very mo-
ment to protect and pro-
mote freedom here at 
home, and around the 
world.

Last September ar-
rived with the opening of 
the National September 
11 Memorial in New York 
City, on the now sacred 
ground where the Twin 
Towers once stood. This 
memorial takes its place 
among other national sites 
memorializing the sacrifi c-
es and the tragedies which 
mark our nation, places 
like Gettysburg and other 
Civil War battlefi elds, and 
the powerful remembranc-
es of World War II, Korea 
and Vietnam that defi ne 
our nation’s capital.

You can read these 
words -- and many others 
-- on the National Septem-
ber 11 Memorial website 
(www.911memorial.org), 
“The National September 
11 Memorial is a tribute of 
remembrance and honor 
to the nearly 3,000 people 
killed in the terror attacks 
of September 11, 2001 
at the World Trade Cen-
ter site, near Shanksville, 
Pa., and at the Pentagon, 
as well as the six people 
killed in the World Trade 
Center bombing in Feb-
ruary 1993. The Memo-
rial’s twin refl ecting pools 
are each nearly an acre in 
size and feature the larg-
est manmade waterfalls in 
North America. The pools 
sit within the footprints 
where the Twin Towers 
once stood…a powerful re-
minder of the largest loss 
of life resulting from a for-
eign attack on American 
soil and the greatest single 
loss of rescue personnel in 
American history.”

We must always honor 
September 11th. These re-
membrances are impor-
tant – to honor the memo-
ry of the fallen, to rekindle 
the heroism of those who 
responded, and to reen-
ergize the spirit of resolve 
that has helped our nation 
recover.

Tom O’Mara is a Republi-
can state senator from Big 
Flats.
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September 11
I n an attempt to re-

write history that 
should have George 

Orwell spinning in his 
grave, Republicans have 
been heaping praise on 
the presidential tenure of 
Bill Clinton.

The Romney campaign 
is suddenly lauding Clin-
ton as a wise moderate 
who reached across the 
aisle and inspired Repub-
licans to meet him half-
way. Romney surrogate 
John Sununu is extolling 
Clinton’s “credibility” on 
economic issues. Paul Ry-
an says Clinton is remind-
ing us “how good things 
were in the 1990s,” when 
the budget was balanced 
and 20 million new jobs 
were created. And back in 
June, conservative activist 
and ex-presidential candi-
date Mike Huckabee said 
Clinton was so pragmatic 
and conciliatory that “Re-
publicans want to get the 
bumper strips that say, ‘I 
miss Bill.’”

Obviously, Republi-
cans are embracing Bill 
for political reasons. He is 
making an eloquent case 
for President Obama’s 
re-election - most re-
cently in his convention 
speech Wednesday night. 
So the GOP, mindful of 
the ex-president’s 69 per-
cent approval rating and 
the public’s nostalgia for 
the peace-and-prosperity 
’90s, is intent on convinc-
ing voters that Obama is 
no Clinton. This critique 
of Obama as a failure 
hinges partly on the idea 
that Clinton was a rousing 
success.

Orwell spins, and the 
mind reels. Isn’t this the 
same Bill Clinton the Re-
publicans impeached in 
1998, wasting a year of 
America’s time because 
the guy had lied under 
oath about sex? Their 
moral crusade prompt-
ed a substantial majority 
of Americans to side with 
Clinton.

Let’s revisit the ’90s - 
the actual ’90s, not the al-
ternative-reality ’90s the 
GOP is determined to 
dwell in - and take a look 
at what Republicans were 
actually saying and doing 
while the Big Dog had the 
big job.

As I well recall, the 
GOP was not trying then 
to depict Clinton as a 
combination of Cicero 
and Pericles. Quite the 
contrary: It viewed him as 
an illegitimate president 
by dint of his victory with 
only 43 percent of the 
vote in the three-way elec-
tion of 1992.

Then came the real-
ly fun stuff . GOP-friendly 
media, led by Rush Lim-
baugh, the National Re-
view, and the American 
Spectator, attacked Hill-
ary Clinton so relentless-
ly that a Chicago Tribune 
columnist wrote that 
their antipathy suggest-
ed “a need for psychologi-
cal help.” Bill, meanwhile, 
was accused of ordering 
the deaths of several asso-
ciates (the Rev. Jerry Fal-
well distributed a video 
featuring a “Clinton body 
count”) and smuggling 
drugs through an Arkan-
sas airport.

Some congressional Re-
publicans amplifi ed these 
charges, calling for hear-
ings to investigate the 
“frightening” number of 
Clintonites who had died 
“under other than natural 
causes.” After Clinton aide 
Vince Foster killed him-
self in a public park, one 
top House Republican 
tried in vain to prove that 
he had been murdered, 
conducting ballistic tests 
on a watermelon in his 
backyard.

Meanwhile, in the pol-
icy realm, Republicans 
sought to paint the presi-
dent as a doctrinaire lib-
eral who would wreck the 
economy.

It’s amusing now to 
hear Team Romney praise 
Clinton as someone who 
“worked with Republi-
cans,” because the truth 
is that, at a pivotal junc-
ture in 1993, they refused 
to work with him. Clin-
ton was determined to 
mop up the red ink that 
had been bequeathed to 
him by Ronald Reagan 
and George H.W. Bush. 
So he pushed for an am-
bitious budget reconcili-
ation package that would 
slash the defi cit, in part by 
raising taxes on the rich-
est Americans.

Care to guess how many 
House and Senate Repub-
licans worked with Clin-
ton on this budget pack-
age and voted for it in the 
end? The answer is none.

Today, some Republi-
cans are saying Clinton 
was a sage economic stew-
ard; back in the day, they 
denounced his budget 

package (which passed 
anyway) as folly. Newt 
Gingrich predicted that 
the ’93 tax hikes would 
“kill the current recovery 
and put us back in reces-
sion.” His GOP colleagues 
in the House agreed. 
Christopher Cox said, 
“This is really the Dr. Kev-
orkian plan for our econ-
omy.” Robert Michel said 
Americans “will remem-
ber who set loose this 
dreadful virus into the 
economic bloodstream.” 
John Kasich said Clinton’s 
plan would put the econo-
my “in the gutter.”

Actually, Clinton’s plan 
slashed the defi cit and 
put the economy on the 
road to recovery. But it’s 
odd now to hear Republi-
cans praise him for creat-
ing 20 million jobs, when 
they did their best at the 
time to thwart the budget 
package that planted the 
seeds for those jobs.

Revisionist Republican 
love for Clinton is only a 
temporary election season 
tactic anyway. But consid-
ering how fi ercely Clinton 
spurned them on Wednes-
day - mocking the GOP’s 
“alternative reality” and 
denouncing its “you’re on 
your own,” “winner take 
all” ideology - Republi-
cans aren’t likely to feel 
the love much longer.

Dick Polman is a colum-
nist for the Philadelphia 
Inquirer. Readers may 
write to him at: Philadel-
phia Inquirer, P.O. Box 
8263, Philadelphia, Pa. 
19101, or by email at dpol-
manphillynews.com.
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Republicans for Clinton

ANOTHER VIEW

P resident Barack 
Obama had a tough 
act to follow on 

Thursday night in ac-
cepting the Democrat-
ic presidential nomina-
tion - himself, four years 
ago. At that point, he 
and the nation were in a 
swoon of possibility, jus-
tifi ably proud of break-
ing the race barrier to the 
White House and lifted 
by his words of biparti-
sanship and a new way of 
governing.

At his inauguration, he 
warned that the road back 
from the economic abyss 
would be steep and hard.

How right he was. The 
recovery has been slow 
and rancorous. Thursday 
night, Obama owned up 

to the shortcomings, dis-
appointments and chal-
lenges remaining.

What he did right, and 
in welcome detail, was de-
lineate clear diff erenc-
es with his GOP oppo-
nent, Mitt Romney. He 
spoke out against intoler-
ance, tax breaks for mil-
lionaires and vouchers for 
Medicare, and he defend-
ed government.

“We don’t think govern-
ment can solve all of our 
problems. But we don’t 
think that government 
is the source of all of our 
problems - any more than 
are welfare recipients, or 
corporations, or unions, 
or immigrants, or gays, or 
any other group we’re told 
to blame for our troubles.”

What he didn’t of-
fer was a surprise. He 
stuck with his State of the 
Union-like wish list.

The president had a 
lot of help in wooing the 
crowd and national au-
dience. Former presi-
dent Bill Clinton off ered 
perhaps his best politi-
cal speech ever, explaining 
Obama’s policies in folksy, 
clear fashion, credibly ar-
guing that Republicans 
left the Democrat a mess 
no president could dig out 
of in only four years. The 
opening night, Michelle 
Obama wowed the audi-
ence by weaving stories of 
family into a passionate 
endorsement of her hus-
band’s determination to 
help others through the 

door of opportunity.
The back-to-back na-

tional party conventions 
- stuff ed with heartwarm-
ing stories of diffi  cult 
childhoods, family strug-
gles and individuals over-
coming disadvantag-
es - spoke to their bases 
and the nation in broad 
strokes.

Obama called on vot-
ers not to buy into cyni-
cism and actively partici-
pate in the elections: “It’s 
about what can be done 
by us, together, through 
the hard and frustrat-
ing but necessary work of 
self-government.” Surely, 
on that point, both camps 
can agree. Bring on the 
debates.
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