A4 THE LEADER Monday, September 24, 2012
LETTERS POLICY Mail: LETTERS TO
THE EDITOR, THE LEADER
M Letters should be typed M Letters may be edited M All letters become the PO BOX 1017

OPINION

or neatly printed.

B Letters must be signed
and include an address
and phone number.

for space considerations.

M The publication of any
letter is at the discretion
of the editor.

property of The Leader
and cannot be returned to
sender.

CORNING, NY 14830
Fax: 607-936-9939
Email: sdupree@
the-leader.com

Online at www.the-leader.com/opinions

The LEADER

34 W. Pulteney St., Corning, NY 14830
www.the-leader.com

Fred BENSON ....cociiiiiicieccce

Stella DuPree

Derrick EK oo

READER VIEW | RICHARD B. HINKLEY
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uccess in life is a group
S endeavor. The group

may be a family. In the
successful family, the mem-
bers empower and support
each other.

Alarger group is your
community. In the commu-
nity, you keep informed by
buying the local paper and
by buying local to contrib-
ute to the vibrancy of that
community.

These groups you belong
to by the accident of birth.
Private enterprise is dif-
ferent in that you have to
bring something to the ta-
ble just to become part of the
enterprise.

What you bring are your
academic learning, your ex-
periences and the emotional
intelligence learned in school,
experienced in community
and nurtured in family. But
once part of the working unit
it is the group’s success that
your endeavors are to con-
tribute to.

Companies move to areas
for different reasons. But you
can bet that they look at the
infrastructure to be in place.

Not just a good education
system, but also roads, sew-
er systems, power lines, wa-
ter systems etec. These may be
systems we take for granted
because they are buried un-
der our feet or strung over
our heads.

However, companies know
that their success is depen-
dent on the resources be-
ing available in the chosen
community.

This is all part of the

Finstein’s words
hold true today

symbiotic relation between
people, families, community
and business.

The Republicans would
have us believe that none of
this matters. That it is indi-
vidual hard work and focus
alone that creates success.
That successful people do it
on their own and deserve ev-
erything they can accumu-
late. This is the ultimate nar-
cissistic statement.

Albert Einstein in 1949
for the inaugural issue of
the magazine the “Monthly
Review” argued that ‘unre-
strained capitalism produced
great disparities of wealth,
cycles of boom and depres-
sion, and festering levels of
unemployment. The system
encourages selfishness in-
stead of cooperation, and ac-
quiring wealth rather than
serving others. People are
educated for careers rather
than alove of work and cre-
ativity. And political parties
become corrupted by politi-
cal contributions from own-
ers of great capital’

To me this sounds like our
situation today and what the
Republican Party would have
us buy into.

As anation, is this how
we want to define ourselves?
Is this how you want to de-
fine yourself? Is this the way
you want the nation to work?
This is not how I can define
myself! You see, both I and
my communities help each
other with success.

Richard B. Hinkley is a
resident of Corning.
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Romney should be
embarrassed

To the editor | My fam-
ily came to this country as
English immigrants. They
obtained jobs and become
part of the working class of
our country. The working
class people that built this
country.

When times of war came,
we proudly served in our
country’s military. My
youngest son joined our
United States Navy last
year to serve as his ma-
ny family members had
done through the gener-
ations. Every day, many
families sacrifice to serve
this country with pride. At
my son’s graduation from
boot camp, I learned that
only 7 percent of the coun-
try serve in today’s armed
services.

I believe, as I'm sure
many do, that there is no
greater honor than to serve
our country. I know many
families who spent many
sleepless nights worrying
about their loved ones who
were stationed overseas in
times of war.

I've had the pleasure of
coaching young men and
women in sports through-
out the years. Many of
them have went on to serve
in our military. Some of

them have never returned,
others have. They suffered
both physical and emotion-
al scars that will remain
with them the rest of their
lives, but they still remain
proud of their service to
this country.

To them and their fami-
lies, we all owe them a debt
of gratitude. I thank you
all.

To Mr. Romney, your
recent comments in re-
gards to the proud service-
men and women who sac-
rifice daily, that they don’t
pay federal income tax. You
should be embarrassed,
they pay every day, some
with their lives. When was
the last time Mr. Romney,
you spent a sleepless night
worrying about a loved
one serving our country?
Whatever happened to, by
the people, for the people?
To all who read this letter, I
ask that you truly do some
soul-searching and ask
yourselves, is this someone
I want leading our country.

A man once told me if it’s
a mile into the woods, it’s a
mile out of the woods.

Unfortunately, the prob-
lems we have in this coun-
try weren't created in fours,
we can’t expect them to be
solved in four years.
Samuel W. Share
Corning
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POLITICS | SEN. TOM O’MARA

Recharge prov1des economic spark

ere’s the difference they need and strengthens Electric rates for business-
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can make to help climate. high as rates in other states.
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er for Jobs, the reconstitut-  er program is vital to pre- last week, “Electricity costs ~ munity, a unparalleled ded-
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ReCharge NY haslongbeen  economic growth and sta- businesses take into account ~ quality, and a fundamen-
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islators as critical to giv- Tier and throughout up- make new investments. The  and our nation at the cut-
ing current and prospective  state. Manufacturing plants ~ ReCharge NY program has  ting edge of the 21st centu-
manufacturers the long- in particular depend on this  given businesses and other ~ ry economy. The Business
term certainty and stability ~ lower-cost energy to cre- enterprises across New York  Council couldn’t have cho-
needed to attractthemand ~ ate and keep jobs, become long-term certainty of stable  sen a better representative of
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stated this way last week RINY gives employers the our business climate, create
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Discipline the leaders of ‘Fast and Furious’

The “Fast and Furious”
project designed to track
U.S. firearms given illegal-
ly to Mexican drug cartels
was a dismal failure. Why
did anyone ever think this
would be a good way to
halt killings by the cartels
and to nab drug lords?

As we noted several
months ago, the best way
to deal with this contro-
versy was to insist on a
complete, thorough air-
ing of how the effort went
awry - and how almost
2,000 weapons wound up

in the hands of criminals.
A new, 512-page report
by Justice Department in-
vestigators provides so-
bering answers and with-
ering criticisms. Many
are aimed at Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco, Fire-
arms and Explosives of-
ficials who were involved
in Fast and Furious and
in a similar operation
begun during the Bush
administration.
Oversight was poor.
Strategies were mud-
dled. Judgment errors

were made. Misleading
statements were given to
Congress.

The Justice Depart-
ment report should lead
to discipline that includes
dismissals.

The congressional in-
vestigation earlier this
year into what went
wrong also had its low
points, especially the po-
litically tinged and un-
precedented vote by
House Republicans to cite
an attorney general for
contempt.

Despite calls by the
GOP for the resignation
of Attorney General Er-
ic Holder, the new report
concludes he did not au-
thorize the flawed tactics
that doomed Fast and Fu-
rious, and notes he has
taken good steps to repair
the damage.

But that’s small com-
fort to Americans. This
was a regrettable, bungled
project, the likes of which
must never be repeated.



