
A4 Tuesday, April 23, 2013THE LEADER

Online at www.the-leader.com/opinions

OPINION

T he arrogance of the 
letter published on 
4/ 14 and 4/ 18 in 

two diff erent local papers 
by Michael Morronegiel-
lo is exceeded only by its 
ignorance.

The economic and po-
litical leadership in the 
Southern Tier has basical-
ly undergone no change in 
more than a decade, but 
the slow rot of our econo-
my has increased in speed. 
Same party, same mantra, 
same lack of creativity. A 
basic defi nition of insani-
ty is to continue doing the 
same thing over and over 
expecting diff erent results.

The economy of the re-
gion clings to the end of 
the fossil fuel era like the 
captain of the Titanic 
clinging to the stern of the 
ship instead of avoiding 
the iceberg. The “econom-
ic stimulus” brought to PA 
by fracking is already di-
minishing. Yet Mr. Mor-
ronegielllo wants to con-
tinue selling aquifer water 
from N.Y. state to them at 
1.3 cents per gallon. (His 
fi gures). Painted Post was 
trying to do business with 
Shell Oil and one of its 
subsidiaries. That is like a 
krill cutting a deal with a 
baleen whale.

Unconventional drilling 
is described by “Energy In 
Depth” EID as essential to 
our national security while 
the small corporate frack-
ers (members of EID) are 
subsidiaries of the mul-
tinational conglomerates 
who continue to sell the 
remaining gas and oil from 
our country into the inter-
national market at infl at-
ed prices.

Shell is the second larg-
est company in the world 
in terms of revenue with 
income of almost a half 
trillion dollars in 2011. 
Shell bought East Re-
sources with gas holdings 
in PA and N.Y. for $4.7 
billion.

Shell’s environmental 
record includes the larg-
est fresh water spill of oil 
in the world (1999 in Ar-
gentina), a major spill near 
Alaska in 1988, and nu-
merous spills in the Niger 
delta in Africa. This record 
did not stop Tom Corbett 
from taking $300,000 for 
his campaign for governor 
of PA from them.

Retrofi tting of build-
ings for energy effi  cien-
cy creates 17 jobs for every 
$million invested where-
as gas drilling produc-
es only 5 jobs for the same 

investments at best. This 
happens while the fossil 
fuel industry collects de-
pletion allowances from 
our tax money.

Renewable energy is be-
coming cheaper as fos-
sil fuels become more dif-
fi cult to retrieve and thus 
more expensive. The more 
energy effi  ciency built into 
transportation and build-
ing design, the less the 
number of wind and solar 
units needed to produce 
the hydrogen for the fuel 
cells in a non-carbon econ-
omy. We have an excellent 
workforce here. They need 
to learn about forming co-
operatives and become 
their own leadership in-
stead of waiting for STEG, 
SCOPE, and all the other 
acronyms to come to their 
rescue. How much have 
they helped all you work-
ers in the past decade?

There are three major 
public buildings going up 
in the Corning area. Not 
one of them is in the Lead 
Platinum categories. These 
buildings are needing 100 
years of sustainability far 
into the non-carbon era 
without maximum design 
for energy effi  ciency.

This shows the vision 
of a blind cave fi sh in 
the leadership of Corn-
ing. A number of coun-
tries that ran on the same 
fuel mix as the U.S. 2 de-
cades ago have successfully 
decreased their fossil fuel 
habits. Thirteen countries 
are getting more than 30% 
of their electricity from re-
newables in 2011 where-
as the U.S. staggers along 
at 13%.

Germany generates 37% 
from wind, 19% from hy-
droelectric, and 15% from 
solar. They are at the same 
latitude as Syracuse. Ask 
Angela Merkel, chancellor 
of Germany how “Stalinist” 
she thinks this policy is.

No mention of course of 
the costs of global warm-
ing in his rant. Check out 
the negative externali-
ties associated with Super-
storm Sandy or Katrina, or 
the midwest droughts, the 
wildfi res, and the fl oods 
being experienced at the 
global level now. Clean-
ing up after these disasters 
produces jobs. Prevent-
ing them by cutting green-
house gases would pro-
duce far more jobs with a 
lot less pain. Let’s try it for 
a change.

Ruth S. Young is a Horse-
heads resident.
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My disgust 
runneth over

I t’s a thought that 
comes to mind ev-
ery time there’s an-

other natural disaster, an-
other emergency, another 
act of terror like what we 
saw last week in Boston 
and in Texas: What would 
we do without our fi rst 
responders?

Always among the most 
powerful images from 
these terrible events are the 
photos of fi refi ghters car-
rying the wounded to safe-
ty, fi rst responders rushing 
toward – not away from – 
danger, police offi  cers in-
stinctively shielding every-
one else from harm.

We saw these images yet 
again last week in the after-
maths of the Boston Mara-
thon bombings and the fer-
tilizer plant explosion in 
central Texas. They are im-
ages of heroism and they 
leave us wondering: Where 
would we turn without 
these heroes in these times 
of need?

And so terrible events 
like these are times, also, 
to reassess our response 
strategies, re-evaluate our 
emergency services, and re-
fl ect on how we can and 
must do better.

So this week, at a time 
when Americans every-
where will observe Nation-
al Volunteer Week, I’d like 
to take a moment to do 
just that – and to do it in 
a way that focuses on the 
place that our emergency 

fi rst responders hold in our 
communities and through-
out our society.

Because in so many quiet 
ways, each and every day, 
a police offi  cer, an EMT, a 
paramedic, or a fi refi ght-
er is the strongest thread 
holding together the fab-
ric of our cities, towns and 
villages. Maybe nowhere is 
this more true than in ru-
ral, small town regions like 
ours where the volunteer 
fi re department and the 
volunteer ambulance ser-
vice has been the bedrock 
and the anchor of the com-
munity for generations. We 
read it virtually every week 
in our newspapers, anoth-
er volunteer fi refi ghter be-
ing honored for decades 
of service, another fi rst re-
sponder for an act of brav-
ery, another police offi  cer 
standing tall on the com-
munity’s behalf.

They are amazing stories 
-- big stories of courage and 
smaller acts of kindness -- 
that have earned our admi-
ration and respect.

Which makes the fact 
that so many volunteer ser-
vices are struggling to keep 

up their ranks one of the 
most troubling challenges 
we face. In my view, our fo-
cus in government must in-
clude the long-term ability 
of local volunteer fi re com-
panies and ambulance ser-
vices to recruit and retain 
volunteers.

Today, according to sta-
tistics, volunteer fi re de-
partments account for 73% 
of all of America’s fi re de-
partments. Very simply, 
each one stands as a source 
of civic pride and com-
munity involvement. The 
men and women who keep 
these organizations going 
year after year are literally 
lifelines of community ac-
tion and support.

And always in the back-
ground, anytime we con-
sider the future of volun-
teer emergency services, 
is this: prominent organi-
zations like the New York 
State Association of Towns 
and the Firemen’s Associa-
tion of New York (FASNY) 
point out time and again 
their value. For instance 
the Association of Towns 
(www.nytowns.org) issued 
a report several years ago 
that pegged the cost to lo-
cal taxpayers statewide at 
more than $7 billion annu-
ally to replace volunteers 
with paid fi re and ambu-
lance services. Accord-
ing to FASNY (www.fasny.
com), the number of volun-
teer fi refi ghters statewide 
has dropped from 140,000 

in the early 1990s to few-
er than 90,000 today. Vol-
unteer emergency med-
ical technicians (EMTs) 
declined from more than 
50,000 to 35,000 during 
the same period, with some 
rural counties experiencing 
as much as a 50-percent 
depletion of their EMT 
ranks.

So with all of these ongo-
ing challenges in mind, I’m 
proud to continue spon-
soring, along with area As-
semblymen Phil Palmesa-
no and Chris Friend, what’s 
known as the “Emergency 
Services Volunteer Incen-
tive Act.” 

Our legislation would 
put in place a mix of tax re-
lief and other incentives 
aimed at attracting and re-
taining volunteers.

Its overriding purpose is 
twofold. First, it serves as a 
starting point for an over-
due discussion on how to 
respond.

But equally important – 
and especially timely given 
last week’s tragedies in Bos-
ton and in Texas -- it keeps 
attention focused on the 
true heart of the matter: 
what would we do without 
our fi rst responders?

State Sen. Tom O’Mara, R-
Big Flats, represents New 
York’s 58th Senate District, 
which includes Steuben, 
Chemung, Schuyler and 
Yates counties, and part of 
Tompkins County.
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Gill ‘diatribe’ 
hypocritical 

TO THE LEADER | I’ve 
read the same liberal driv-
el for years in the Corning 
(whatever you’d like to call 
it), but your self-ordained 
motor racing expert, Chris 
Gill, averred that the NRA 
was synonymous with por-
nography and the tragic 
event in Newtown, Conn.

Once again we are sub-
jected to the boundless di-
atribe of gutless hypocrisy 
manifested in the despi-
cable exploitation of dead 

children. What an exem-
plary pillar of the fourth 
estate.

Gill’s errant contempt 
for the NRA exemplifi es 
his complete lack of cogent 
thought.

I anxiously await Gill’s 
rebuttal; at which time I 
will dutifully subject him 
to another journalistic 
colostomy.

Having said that, it’s 
obvious from whence he 
gleans his information.

Tim Forester
Campbell
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H uman rights 
groups are appro-
priately appalled 

by the breadth of a U.S. Su-
preme Court decision last 
week that would make it 
exceedingly diffi  cult for 
some victims of human 
rights abuses committed in 
other countries to win re-
dress in U.S. courts.

Led by Chief Justice 
John G. Roberts Jr., a self-
proclaimed foe of judicial 
activism, the court reined 
in the use of a 1789 law 
known as the Alien Tort 
Statute, which gives fed-
eral courts jurisdiction 
over “any civil action by 
an alien for a tort commit-
ted in violation of the law 
of nations or a treaty of the 
United States.” Although 
the statute was inspired 
by concerns about attacks 
on ambassadors and pira-
cy on the high seas in the 
18th century, its expansive 

language has been used in 
recent years to justify law-
suits in U.S. courts by vic-
tims of torture abroad.

Among those who sought 
to benefi t from the law 
were a group of Nigerian 
plaintiff s who argued that, 
in the 1990s, Royal Dutch 
Petroleum Co. “aided and 
abetted” a brutal govern-
ment crackdown on oppo-
nents of oil drilling that in-
cluded beatings, rapes and 
murders. According to the 
plaintiff s, who now live in 
the U.S., company offi  cials 
provided food, money and 
transportation to Nigerian 
armed forces and let com-
pany property be used as a 
staging ground for attacks.

The court ruled 9 to 0 
that the suit couldn’t go 
forward, with even the 
more liberal justices con-
cluding that there wasn’t 
a suffi  cient connection be-
tween the United States 

and either the company or 
the alleged abuses. That 
alone would have been a 
disappointment for human 
rights advocates, who want 
to continue to use the law 
to bring to justice torturers 
and abusers abroad. But 
Roberts’ majority opinion 
went beyond that, estab-
lishing a strong “presump-
tion against extraterritorial 
application” of the stat-
ute, even in cases in which 
the defendants have a sig-
nifi cant connection to this 
country.

Quoting an earlier deci-
sion, Roberts argued that 
refusing to extend the law 
to cover conduct overseas 
“serves to protect against 
unintended clashes be-
tween our laws and those 
of other nations which 
could result in internation-
al discord.” But, as Justice 
Stephen G. Breyer point-
ed out in a concurring 

opinion, there are ways to 
minimize diplomatic fric-
tion without barring such 
lawsuits from U.S. courts 
altogether.

Joined by three oth-
er justices, Breyer off ered 
a more fl exible approach 
for application of the Alien 
Tort Statute. He suggest-
ed it should be used in cas-
es where the violation of 
rights took place on U.S. 
soil, the defendant was a 
U.S. national or when “the 
defendant’s conduct sub-
stantially and adversely af-
fects an important Ameri-
can national interest, and 
that includes a distinct in-
terest in preventing the 
United States from becom-
ing a safe harbor . for a tor-
turer or other common en-
emy of mankind.”

That approach would be 
more faithful to American 
values than the cramped 
one the majority adopted.
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Wrong way on human rights


