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Only 13%
approve of
Congress

C
ongratulations,
boys. Members of
Congress are dis-

liked by more people than
Casey Anthony.  

A new Gallup poll shows
that only 13 percent of
Americans approve of
Congress, tying the record
for public disapproval set
last December.  

Asked if they disap-
proved of Congress, 84 per-
cent said yes. That is a
level one point higher than
the worst judgment ever

recorded. 
The

Gallup poll
has been
checking
people’s
opinion of
Congress
since 1974
and the
average
over those

years has been about 
34 percent approval.  

The current level is less
than half that average.  

Both Democrats and
Republicans indicated they
don’t like what’s being done
by their elected representa-
tives and voters who call
themselves independents
were the most critical of all.
In that group just 9 percent
approved of what’s been
happening while 86 percent
said a resounding no.  

It seems difficult to
understand how the coun-
try can function when so
large a percentage of the
population despises the
action of their elected rep-
resentatives.  

But this is the Congress
on whose watch the coun-
try’s credit rating was low-
ered, raising the debt ceiling
took a full month and the
stock market has shown
more zigzags than a car
driven by a 5-year-old boy.  

We elect ‘em to do a job
and yet, obviously most
people don’t think they’re
doing it. Look for the out-
come of next year’s elec-
tion. It will be interesting
to see how many of these
clowns still have a job.

Hopefully it will be just a
handful.  

•••
Last week’s NASCAR

Sprint Cup race at Watkins
Glen International was the
finest show seen in
Schuyler County in years.
Indeed, it may well have
been the race of the year
for the series.  
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Building at home

F
or decades now,
the popular picture
that’s been painted

of upstate New York man-
ufacturing has told a
story of lost jobs, aban-
doned factories and
declining communities.

So as a slate of regional
economic development
councils created as part of
this year’s state budget
begins to focus on ways
to rebuild, reenergize and
restructure the state econ-
omy, one of the key ques-
tions will likely be this
one: is there still a place
for manufacturing?

Let’s hope the answer is
a resounding yes.

Because while one
widely held perception
might view manufactur-
ing as a lost cause, the
facts are still trying to tell
a very different – and
much more optimistic –
story.

The decline of manu-
facturing has been unde-
niable in many once-
proud upstate cities and
towns, but the broader
picture’s not without
hope.

Just over a year ago, for
example, the Syracuse-
based Manufacturers
Association of Central
New York (MACNY),
which represents approxi-
mately 350 businesses
and 55,000 workers across
19 upstate counties,
launched a new public
policy arm called the
“Manufacturing Research
Institute of New York
State.”

The Institute’s inaugu-
ral report, “Twenty First
Century Manufacturing:
A Foundation of New
York’s Economy,” includ-
ed this summary, “De-
spite reduced employ-
ment counts, manufactur-
ing remains a foundation
of New York’s economy.
Communities across
Upstate are especially
dependent on local facto-
ries, often for more than

25 percent of all private-
sector payrolls. New
York’s manufacturing sec-
tor is not as large propor-
tionally as those in most
other states – yet its high
rate of value added in
production and high-paid
jobs make it possible for
the state to retain its posi-
tion as a national indus-
trial leader.”

The report and a subse-
quent study that surveyed
the suggestions and
thoughts of 100 of New
York’s top manufacturing
executives (both of which
can be found online at
www.mrinys.org) provide
an interesting and valu-
able historical and mod-
ern perspective on manu-
facturing’s importance to
regional economies state-
wide – especially, it’s
important to note, in our
own Southern Tier.  

It serves to raise aware-
ness of the key changes
that this sector has under-
gone, but also stresses the
relevant place it contin-
ues to offer for the future.
As one top MACNY offi-
cial said in testimony
before the Legislature’s
fiscal committees earlier
this year, summarizing
the survey’s conclusions,
“An underlying message
should be clear: (manu-
facturers) are here, they
are doing business, and
despite a difficult business
climate, they want to
continue doing business
here. These businesses
and our sector as a whole
are ready and willing to
turn this climate around,
together, one step at a
time.”

A similar note was
sounded earlier this year
by the Public Policy
Institute, the research
arm of The Business
Council of New York
State. Its study, “Let’s
Make it Here: Keys to a
Manufacturing Resur-
gence in New York,” fully
acknowledged the chal-

lenge but also sounded a
hopeful note. The study
(which you can find on
www.ppinys.org) also
concludes that manufac-
turing remains critical to
state economic growth
and job creation: “Making
New York a frontrunner
in this industry is crucial
to the economic health of
our state. According to
the Bureau of Economic
Analysis, for each dollar
spent on manufacturing
another $1.41 is generat-
ed in other sectors of the
economy. Manufacturing
also provides well-paying
jobs, especially in upstate
New York, where the
average manufacturing
wage is $54,181. Massive
state and local tax bur-
dens, however, coupled
with overly-rigorous envi-
ronmental standards have
discouraged growth in the
sector.”

The overriding impor-
tance of these studies is
twofold. First, each very
clearly sounds the alarm
on the challenges ahead.
We can never be remind-
ed enough on that front.
But secondly, they offer
still timely reminders that
while the upstate manu-
facturing sector has
undergone rapid change
over the past generation,
it remains a crucial seg-
ment of the overall state
economy and, most criti-
cally, a foundation on
which to build a better,
stronger future.

That’s a message that
needs to keep resonating
across New York govern-
ment which, as so many
of us have said time and
time again, has a vital
role to play in helping to
create the kind of favor-
able economic climate in
which manufacturing can
be renewed and thrive
again.

■ Tom O’Mara is a Repub-

lican state senator from 

Big Flats.

Groan
Yes, it’s technically presidential campaign sea-

son, and yes there’s a predictable segment of the
right wing who are going to criticize the presi-
dent for doing anything, but at some point it’s
got to stop.

Those hypocrites on the right who attack the
president for taking a vacation on Martha’s

Vineyard are showing their blatant
partisanship.

So far President Obama has taken
61 vacation days. Ronald Reagan,
the hero of the right, had taken

almost twice as many at the same point in his
presidency.

But neither can hold a candle to former
President George W. Bush. 

Three years into his presidency, George W.
Bush had already taken 180 days, a whopping
six months.

This is an issue that both sides should give a
rest. For the president, there’s no such thing as a
true vacation. Every one of them is a working
vacation and both the left and the right should
stop using this as an issue.

Groan
Even if President Obama has a perfect right to

take a family vacation, could he
have chosen a place that screams
out-of-touch louder than Martha’s
Vineyard?

With the economy in the tank,
the president’s opponents already

have enough ammunition to use against him.
He really doesn’t need to be handing them

another issue.

Grin
The City of Corning’s Parks and Recreation

department does a great thing to mark the end
of the summer.

As the department gets ready to close the
Stewart and Denison pools for the season, they
open the pools a few times to let man’s best
friend cool off.

Each pool hosts a couple dog
swims, and judging by the
unbound enthusiasm of some of
these pooches as they dive into the
water, the events are a big hit.

Judging by the smiles on the
faces of more than one owner standing pool-
side, the dogs aren’t the only ones enjoying
themselves.

THE ISSUE | Grins and groans from 
news of the week.

OUR OPINION | Groan for making something
out of nothing, a tone-deaf president. 

Grin to the doggie paddle.
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Trip to benefit

organization 
TO THE EDITOR | Tick

bites have been on the
rise this year. There is a
local, all-volunteer non-
profit organization dedi-
cated to help relieve
those suffering from and
distressed by the effects
of Lyme and other tick-
borne diseases and to
promote community
awareness, A Hope 4
Lyme. One way A Hope 4
Lyme is offering support
is by providing $50 gas

cards to help offset travel
expenses for those under-
going treatment. We pro-
vide service to the follow-
ing counties: N.Y. –
Broome, Chemung,
Schuyler, Steuben, Tioga
and Tompkins; Pa. –
Bradford, Lycoming,
Potter and Tioga. To help
support their cause, A
Hope 4 Lyme is hosting a
bus trip to Christmas in
the Woods and Grove
City Outlets on October
8th and 9th. The bus will
be departing from Paint-
ed Post, N.Y. at 6 a.m.
with pick up stops in

Tioga, Mansfield and
Linden, Pa. There are still
seats available. If you are
interested in traveling
with us, full payment
must be received by
August 31st. For details
on the bus trip, down-
load a gas card app, or
information on tick-
borne diseases, visit their
website at www.ahope4
lyme.org or call 
(570)537-6616.

Linda Wales
Director/Treasurer

A Hope 4 Lyme, Inc.

Elmira
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Bob Rolfe

THE INSIDER

■ Bob Rolfe, a retired Leader

reporter/editor, can be

reached by writing The

Leader, PO Box 1017,

Corning, NY 14830 or

theinsider1@aol.com.   

Blog all about it!
See what fellow readers are 

saying about today’s top stories. 
Visit www.the-leader.com.

Contact your
representatives 

U.S. Rep. Tom Reed, 
R-Corning

1037 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 20515 
Phone: (202) 225-3161

Fax: (202) 226-6599

U.S. Sen. Charles
Schumer, D-N.Y.
322 Hart Senate Office 

Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
Phone: (202) 224-6542 

Fax: (202) 228-3027 

U.S. Sen. Kirsten
Gillibrand, D-N.Y.

478 Russell
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Tel. (202) 224-4451
Fax (202) 228-0282
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