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Ex-Gorning athlete may stand trial

By John Zick
jzick@the-leader.com

A former Corning Hawks
athlete who pleaded guilty
to a felony for failing to get
help for an unconscious
girl he had sex with may
end up going to trial af-
ter a judge indicated he
may not follow the plea’s

sentencing
recommen-
dation.

Steu-

ben Coun-
ty Court
Judge Peter
Bradstreet
has indicated he may
not be comfortable with
Jordan Frysinger’s plea

Frysinge

agreement, which calls
for a jail sentence of six
months, according to Dis-
trict Attorney Brooks Bak-
er. Prosecutors and de-
fense attorneys can reach
plea agreements and sen-
tencing arrangements,
but judges do not have
to follow the terms of the

If Bradstreet decides he
is uncomfortable with the
arrangement, it will leave
Frysinger with two op-
tions: Maintain his guilty
plea and face the possi-
bility of up to seven years
in prison, or withdraw
his plea and go to trial. If
Frysinger, 19, withdraws

recommendations.

a plea, he will likely face

additional felony charg-
es. It’s possible he could be
charged with first-degree
rape, which carries a maxi-
mum penalty of 25 years in
prison.

Baker, who has known
the families of both the
defendant and the victim

SEE TRIAL, A8

PASADENA, CALIF.

‘Wheel Tracks
on Mars now
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NASA scientists show a panoramic image of the Curiosity touch-down area
Bradbury Landing, showing the first tracks of the rover movements, at the Jet
Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena, Calif. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Rover makes first test drive

By Alicia Chang
AP Science Writer

PASADENA, Calif. |
The NASA rover Curiosi-
ty made its first test drive
Wednesday on ancient
soil of Mars.

“Wheel tracks on
Mars,” Jet Propulsion
Laboratory engineer Al-
len Chen tweeted along
with an image sent from
one of the rover’s camer-
as. “The EDL (Entry, De-
scent and Landing) team

is finally done. Congrats
to the mobility and sur-
face teams!”

The rover moved for-
ward about 15 feet, ro-
tated to a right angle and
reversed a short distance.

The drive was suc-
cessful and means the
rover’s mobility  sys-
tem is fully functional,
lead rover planner Matt
Heverly told a JPL press
conference.

“Were very  excit-
ed to have this kind of

milestone behind us,”
Heverly said. “We see
that the system is per-
forming very well and
were in a great place to
do some science.”
Michael Meyer, lead
scientist for NASA’s Mars
exploration program, an-
nounced that Curiosi-
ty’s touchdown site has
been named Bradbury
Landing in honor of “The
Martian Chronicles” au-
thor Ray Bradbury, who

SEE MARS, A8
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Man faces charges
after running over dog

By John Zick
jzick@the-leader.com

A 61-year-old man has
been arrested for running
over a dog with a lawn-
mower Sunday in Bath.

William Storms, of Co-
hocton, admitted he ran
over the dog, according
to Bath police. He was
charged Wednesday with
cruelty to animals and
was released on an ap-
pearance ticket.

The dog, a 6-year-old
beagle-collie mix named
Princess, was found with
a severed rear left leg
Sunday afternoon in a
yard behind the West
Steuben Street residence
of Liz and Eric Jackson.
The dog’s wound was so
severe that it had to be

euthanized.
Initially,  authorities
could not determine

how the dog lost its leg.
Storms, who has family
members who lived be-
hind the Jacksons’ res-
idence, was arrested
Wednesday after he went
to the Bath Police De-
partment and told po-
lice he had injured the
dog by striking it with a
lawnmower, according to
police.

Police told Liz Jack-
son that Storms said he
struck the dog because it
was attempting to get un-
der a fence that separates
the two properties.

The Jacksons said Prin-
cess had puppies about
two months ago.

BATH

Cole only sherift candidate

By Neal Simon
Evening Tribune

David V. Cole has a
clear path to be Steuben
County sheriff.

The Steuben County
Board of Elections said
Tuesday no independent
petitions
for  sher-
iff  were
turned in
by the 5
p.m. dead-
line, leav-
ing Cole as
the only person who will
have his name on the No-
vember ballot.

Meanwhile,

Cole

Cole

revealed Tuesday that Jim
Allard will be his under-
sheriff if he takes office as
expected in January. Cole
said he welcomes the su-
pervisory experience Al-
lard will bring to the
department.

Allard, of Caton, was
a 21-year veteran of the
Corning Police Depart-
ment prior to retiring
in 2009. He left the de-
partment with the rank
of lieutenant. For the last
three years, he has been
the session director of
the Southern Tier Law
Enforcement Academy
at Corning Community
College.

BATH

Law could aid Hornell, Corning development

By Mary Perham
leaderbath@yahoo.com

A new state law clears
the way for more devel-
opment on Broadway and
Seneca streets in Hornell
as well as in Corning.

“We've had a lot of in-
terest from (local colleg-
es) arts and designs pro-

artist’s residence and stu-
dio,” Hornell Mayor Shawn
Hogan said. “Now we can
do something about it.”
The law, recently signed
by Gov. Andrew Cuomo,
allow the cities of Corn-
ing and Hornell, as well
as towns and villages in
the county, to offer tax in-
centives to property own-

their buildings.

through.

The measure was re-
quested last May by Steu-
ben lawmakers, and spon-
sored by state Sen. Tom
O’Mara, R-Big Flats, and
state Assemblyman Phil
Palmesano,  R-Corning.
Hogan said support from
state Ways and Means
Chairman Denny Far-

“We agreed with coun-
ty leaders that a tax abate-
ment program will prove
successful in  Steuben
County and spark reinvest-
ments, repairs and reno-
vations to residences and
commercial properties in
Corning, Hornell and oth-
er municipalities,” O'Mara

Wednesday in a joint state-
ment. “Were grateful for
opportunities like this one
to work with local officials
to achieve our common
goals of revitalizing and
strengthening the commu-
nities we represent.”

The option-
al plan is similar to the

grams for things like an ers looking to rehabilitate rell helped push the bill and  Palmesano  said SEE LAW, A8
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payment-in-lieu-of-taxes
program the county pro-
vides expanding indus-
tries, which cuts property
taxes the first year. Taxes
then gradually increase
until they are at full
valuation.

Representatives from the
cities of Hornell and Corn-
ing asked the county in
May to support the incen-
tive, since many downtown
outlets or residence-based
businesses don’t quali-
ty for the county program,

according to county Ad-
ministrator Mark Alger.

The new law also helps
Hornell compete with
neighboring  Livingston
County, the only other
county in the state to offer
the tax abatement to mu-
nicipal developers.

“We will pass a local law
to opt into this before the
end of the summer,” Ho-
gan said. “And active-
ly market it to developers.
This should make a differ-
ence. It should put us in
the ball game.”

Towns and villages could
also benefit from the in-
centive, Alger said.

TRIAL
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for many years, withdrew
from the case Tuesday be-
cause of the conflict of in-
terest. Ontario County
District Attorney R. Mi-
chael Tantillo will take
over the case.

Frysinger pleaded guilty
in June to first-degree
reckless endangerment for
failing to get help for an in-
capacitated girl he had sex
with during a post-prom
party May 19 at his family’s
house on Keuka Lake. Au-
thorities said 15-20 under-
age people were drinking
at the party.

During his plea hear-
ing, Frysinger admitted he
could not contest the fol-
lowing facts of the inci-
dent: The victim was in-
toxicated to the point of
helplessness; he took off
her clothes and began hav-
ing sex with her; and he
encouraged other people

at the party to have sex
with her.

At least one person,
19-year-old Cedric Hair-
ston, acted on Frysing-
er’s encouragement, po-
lice said. Hairston has
also pleaded guilty to felo-
ny reckless endangerment.
His sentencing is sched-
uled for next month.

Frysinger’s parents,
Charles and Sharon, host-
ed the party and knew the
attendees were consum-
ing alcohol. Both pleaded
guilty to unlawfully deal-
ing with a child. Neither is
expected to receive any jail
time when they are sen-
tenced next month.

Frysinger was a two-
sport star for the Corn-
ing Hawks. He graduat-
ed in 2011 and signed to
play football at Division
1 Illinois. He has been in
jail since he pleaded guilty
June 29.

New York State Police in
Bath investigated the case.
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This image dated Wednesday and provided by NASA shows the Curiosity rover’s
wheel tracks on the surface of Mars an image sent from one of the rover’s camer-
as. The image was posted on a Tweet by JPL mission engineer Allen Chen.

MARS
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would have been 92 on
Wednesday. Bradbury, an
inspiration to many on
the Curiosity team, died
in June.

The test drive is part of
a health checkup the rov-
er has been undergoing
since arriving on Aug. 5.
Eventually, the rover could
roam hundreds of feet a
day over the ancient crater
where it landed.

Meanwhile, research-
ers discovered a dam-
aged wind sensor while

checking out instruments
that Curiosity will use to
check the Martian weath-
er and soil.

The cause of the dam-
age wasnt known, but
one possibility is that peb-
bles thrown up by Curios-
ity’s descent fell onto the
sensor’s delicate, exposed
circuit boards and broke
some wires, said Ashwin
Vasavada, deputy project
scientist for Curiosity.

A second sensor is op-
erating and should do the
job, but Vasavada said sci-
entists may “have to work a
little harder” to determine
wind speed and direction,

which are important fac-
tors that can determine
when the rover is allowed
to move.

“But we think we can
work around that,” he
added.

Scientists also continued
to test and calibrate Curi-
osity’s 7-foot (2.1-meter)-
long arm and its extensive
tool kit — which includes
a drill, a scoop, a spec-
trometer and a camera —
in preparation for collect-
ing its first soil samples
and attempting to learn
whether the Martian envi-
ronment was favorable for
microbial life.

ATLANTA

CDC: W. Nile outbreak largest in US

The Associated Press

The current West Nile
outbreak is one of the larg-
est in the U.S., with four
times the usual number of
cases for this time of year,
federal health officials said
Wednesday.

It’s still too early to say
how bad the year will end
up because most infec-
tions are reported in Au-
gust and September, said
Dr. Lyle Petersen, of the
Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention.

“Were in the midst of
one of the largest West
Nile outbreaks ever seen
in the United States,” said
Petersen, who oversees the
CDC’s mosquito-borne ill-
ness programs.

So far, 1,118 illnesses
have been reported, about
half of them in Texas. In an
average year, fewer than
300 cases are reported by
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mid-August. There have
also been 41 deaths this
year, the CDC said.

Experts think the mild
winter, early spring and
very hot summer helped
stimulate mosquito breed-
ing and the spread of the
virus. Mosquitoes pick up
the virus from birds they
bite and then pass it on to
people.

CDC officials are also
looking into the possibility
that the virus mutated, but
so far have no information
showing that happened,
Petersen said.

Only about 1 in 5 infect-
ed people get sick. Ear-
ly symptoms can include
fever, headache and body
aches. Some recover in a
matter of days. But 1 in
150 infected people will
develop severe symptoms
including neck stiffness,
disorientation, coma and
paralysis.
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Many illnesses probably
go unreported, especially
milder cases. In this year’s
case count, more than half
are severe, CDC officials
said.

Ilnesses this year have
been reported in 38 states,
but the bulk of them have
been in Texas, with a con-
centration in the Dallas
area.

Officials last week start-
ed aerial spraying for mos-
quitoes in Dallas County.
But it’s too soon to mea-
sure the effect — it takes
between three and 14
days for people to develop
symptoms after being in-
fected by a mosquito.

The best way to prevent
West Nile disease is to
avoid mosquito bites. In-
sect repellents, screens on
doors and windows, and
wearing long sleeves and
pants are some of the rec-
ommended strategies.

Valid B/24/12 - 9/5/12.
Maximum 10 Gallons.
See store for details.

on 5 gailon
cans

On 1 gallon
cans

Mail-in Rebate on
Best ook Paint

& Gallen _ —
B1ID83°° (3707 Far Dawrrry

S169.85° (531 67 Pur Giaoal

€188.85% 1355 07 P Gason)

“Buiore §5.00 Mak 1 Aot -+ Beie S20.00 MaR i ARGIE

B AND FRIMER TN

1o
B Ganoen 7IEEs ilwﬂ' l‘i&l WP Par Ganon
Bture 330,00 Muil-in Ruba

S sharn Los dotais

‘347

Rast Loak Latex Kitchon,
BIIh & Trin Semi-Gloss
Hmu i e

nn T
PEATTE pear CRiLING

ALBANY

N.Y. judge
faces
removal
after 72
incident

The Associated Press

The New York State
Commission on Judi-
cial Conduct has con-
cluded that a child sex
incident that predated
his 27 years as an On-
ondaga County Fam-
ily Court judge con-
stitutes  misconduct
that disqualifies Bry-
an R. Hedges from ev-
er again being a Judge

The  commission,
in a report issued
Wednesday, recom-
mended  permanent
removal of Hedges,
who resigned in April
after learning he was
under investigation for
the 1972 incident.

“It is not common to
remove a judge for be-
havior that occurred
years before taking the
bench. But sexual mis-
conduct with a child is
so egregious that, even
if it comes to light de-
cades later, it must be
addressed,” said com-
mission administrator
Robert  Tembeckian.
“An act of such moral
turpitude undermines
the integrity of the ju-
diciary and disqualifies
the perpetrator from
being a judge”

According to the
commission, the inci-
dent occurred when
Hedges was 25 and in-
volved his then-5-year-
old deaf niece. It be-
came known only this
year, and Hedges and
his niece, now 45, gave
differing accounts. The
commission conclud-
ed that even by Hedg-
es’ account, that the
girl entered his bed-
room and touched his
hand while he mastur-
bated, was an act that
is indefensible. “There
can be no dispute that
it would be intolera-
ble for a person hold-
ing a position of public
trust to engage in such
behavior;,” the commis-
sion said.
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