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.0od morning. | am Susan Lerner, Executive Director of Common Cause/New York. Common
ause/New York is a nonpartisan citizens’ lobby and a leading force in the battle for honest and
.ccountable government. Common Cause fights to strengthen public participation and faith in our
\1stitutions of self-government and to ensure that government and political processes serve the general
nlerest, and not simply the special interests. For 40 years, we have worked at both the state and

unicipal level to bring about honest, open and accountable government. Consonant with our overail
niission we have consistently worked to improve accessibility, accuracy, transparency, and verifiability
.+ nur democratic process at the city, state and national level. We are actively engaged in working to

ipport fair, non-partisan redistricting throughout the country. We focus on insuring that the coming

.cennial redistricting will be performed in accordance with nonpartisan rules designed to create
istricts of relatively equal population that will provide fair representation for all. We support
.:dependent redistricting commissions and work for their adoption wherever practical.

.+ California, Common Cause California helped to pass Proposition 11, the Voters FIRST Act, in the
lovember 2008 General Election, which transferred responsibility for redrawing the legislative and

nard of Equalization district lines to the people in the form of a new Citizens Redistricting Commission.

1 November 2010,Common Cause California helped pass Proposition 20 (the Voters FIRST Act for
‘ongress), adding to the responsibilities of the Citizens Redistricting Commission the task of adjusting

‘e boundary lines for the Congressional districts as well. We are actively involved in public education
‘orts to support and monitor the work of that independent commission.

‘& thank the Task Force for the opportunity to discuss proposed goals and criteria for legislative

districting. Before turning to specific recommendations for a legislative redistricting process, | would
ixe to point out that Common Cause/NY strongly supports the creation of an independent redistricting
ymmission here in New York and nothing we suggest today should be interpreted to undercut our
:upport for an independent process.

i1 actuality, however, we believe that, separate from the goal of creating a redistricting process
independent of the Legislature, the remaining goals and criteria for the coming redistricting are the
same, whatever process is used to draw district lines.

ymmon Cause/NY believes that the essential goals for the decennial redistricting are to establish a
incess that 1) eliminates partisan bias and resulfs in maps drawn to create districts of relatively
1uivalent size that provide fair representation for all and 2) to open it up to ensure full public
.irticipation in the redistricting process.

//e believe that even a legislative redistricting process — while it is not our first choice — can result in fair
aps if the appropriate criteria are used. Those criteria are:

1. Insuring that the minority voting power is not diluted,
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