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Senator  Sampson Secures Tenants’ Right to Access Local Courts

for Housing Complaints Against Landlords

(BROOKLYN, NY) Renters who are cheated out of their security deposits will have an easier time taking the landlord to small court, says Senator John L. Sampson (D-19th District). Because of legislation (S4781A) passed by the Senate Democratic Majority, tenants can go to court where their apartment is located rather than where the landlord’s business is registered.

A landlords official business site can be very far from where they actually rent units, placing an unnecessary burden on all tenants but particularly seniors and those without the means to travel.

“It is unfair to place tenants in a position of having to access and fund travel when their landlord is at fault. Now, when there is a dispute with their landlord, tenants have the ability to seek recourse where they live,” said Senator Sampson. “The citizens of New York deserve justice when and where it is needed  and this bill provides new access to local courts for tenants.”

A judge, in a recent ruling, had urged the state legislature to address this problem. 
The bill is awaiting final action in the Assembly.
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