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Chancellor Nancy L. Zimpher
State University of New York
State University Plaza
Albany, NY 12246

Dear Chancellor Zimpher,

As a strong advocate for the SUNY system and its role in transforming the future of New York State, I
applaud you for connecting with every SUNY campus during your first months of leadership.

As you now transition into an action plan, I am urging you to add a visit to the SUNY Institute of
Technology in the upcoming Statewide Conversations on economic development partnerships. This
region has a unique story to tell, because we are working with SUNY to make SUNYIT's Marcy
campus a nexus of research and learning that can help fuel economic development in the nanotech
area, as well as other high-tech fields related to the unique regional asset we have in the Air Force
Research Laboratory in Rome.

Last year, the Senate held a Higher Education hearing at Utica College where there was near
unanimous agreement that New York universities have a more prominent role in economic
development. I advocated that the Chancellor of the SUNY system should be a prominent member of
Governor Paterson’s economic development cabinet.

New Yorkers who reside and work within the 47th Senate District are hopeful that economic growth
can be generated through our colleges. We have a unique perspective that needs to be heard as a
story in its own right. Our efforts to build non-traditional partnerships are an essential element that
can help you make SUNY all that it needs to be as we develop new collaborations among SUNY,
economic development, workforce development, community partners, community and technical
colleges. Our region needs SUNY to remain a leader in this partnership and continue to provide
support for our efforts to grow a new generation of jobs in our region.

Bringing one of your important Conversations to this region will help send a strong message that the
efforts of our region are part of SUNY's plans for the future, and help bring new energy to bear on
our collaborations.

Please give this request the utmost consideration. I respect your dedication to the growth of SUNY,
and I believe that our region can show results and innovation that will help you in your mission of
using SUNY as the catalyst for build a new Empire State economy.

Sincerely yours,

Ve

State Senator





