
NeZ York CiW\ ArWs in EdXcaWion RoXndWable
219 WesW 19Wh SWreeW
2nd Floor
NeZ York, NeZ York 10011

Re: SXSSRUW fRU AUWV, CXOWXUe, aQd AUWV EdXcaWLRQ LQ NeZ YRUN SWaWe FY 2025 BXdgeW

Dear NY SWaWe LegislaWors,

There is a criWical need for sXpporW for Whe arWs and cXlWXre secWor of NY SWaWe in Whe FY25 bXdgeW. InYesWing in
cXlWXre in eYer\ commXniW\ in eYer\ localiW\ Zill lifW oXr Zhole sWaWe and lead Wo a robXsW and eqXiWable
econom\.. The E[ecXWiYe BXdgeW reflecWs a major cXW compared Wo Whe fXnding of lasW \ear. This Zill be
deYasWaWing Wo Whe secWor and mXsW be addressed. We are asking for a $100M LQYeVWPeQW LQ NYS cXOWXUe YLa
WKe NYS CRXQcLO RQ WKe AUWV.

CXOWXUe LV WKe cRUe Rf NY SWaWe¶V ecRQRP\. The RochesWer Famil\ FoXndaWion Zorking ZiWh CenWer for Urban
FXWXre did a sWXd\ recenWl\ Zhich shoZed WhaW Whe sWaWe¶s inYesWmenW in cXlWXre Zas proYing Wo be an
Xndeniable boon Wo local economies XpsWaWe! Emplo\menW in Whe cXlWXral secWor greZ b\ 35%, oXWpacing eYer\
oWher indXsWr\ and Whe sWaWe¶s 4% groZWh in jobs oYerall. ToXrism is Xp b\ 33% in Whe Finger Lakes Wo a
Zhopping 61% in CenWral NY. Finall\, iW¶s leading Wo a boom in popXlaWion, ZiWh a 34% popXlaWion increase of
arWs and design Zorkers eYer\Zhere from BXffalo (Xp 45%) Wo smaller mXnicipaliWies in Whe NorWh CoXnWr\ (Xp
54%). The sWaWe has finall\ foXnd a Za\ Wo caWal\]e economic and commXniW\ groZWh XpsWaWe²noZ is NOT Whe
Wime Wo reWreaW!

NeZ YRUN'V WRXULVP LQdXVWU\ deSeQdV RQ a WKULYLQg cUeaWLYe VecWRU.** CXlWXre Waken as a Zhole is one of
Whe Wop driYers of WoXrism in NeZ York SWaWe. The NYS CompWroller¶s reporW foXnd WhaW of Whe $74B WoXrisWs
spend sWaWeZide in 2019, 12% ZenW Wo "arWs, cXlWXre, and enWerWainmenW", and Whe oWher 88% ZenW Wo: hoWels,
resWaXranWs, reWail shops, and local WransporW.***** If Ze ZanW Wo geW dollars Wo Whe local bXsinesses lisWed, Ze
need Wo sXpporW Whe arWs secWor WhaW aWWracWs Whe YisiWors!

CXOWXUaO ceQWeUV aQcKRU cRPPXQLWLeV, LPSURYe PeQWaO KeaOWK, aQd NeeS UeVLdeQWV LQ NYS. CXlWXral
acWiYiW\ driYes sWreeW Wraffic Wo local bXsinesses, sWrengWhens commXniWies, proYides programs for children and
\oXWh, and safer sWreeWs for eYer\one. DaWa also shoZs arWs proYide measXrable improYemenWs in menWal healWh
for children, elders, and all residenWs. WiWh a more mobile remoWe Zorkforce naWionZide, iW is more imporWanW
Whan eYer Wo inYesW in reasons Wo liYe in NYS. ArWs and cXlWXre are ZhaW NY e[cels in and ZhaW makes Xs a
greaW place Wo raise children.

AUWV EdXcaWLRQ LV XQdeUfXQded aQd LQeTXLWabO\ deOLYeUed. AlWhoXgh Whe Federal EYer\ SWXdenW SXcceeds
AcW (ESSA) oXWlines WhaW Whe arWs are a criWical componenW of a child¶s edXcaWion, NeZ York is one of onl\ 18
sWaWes WhaW does noW consider arWs a core cXrricXlXm sXbjecW. WenW. According Wo NeZ York CiW\¶s AnnXal ArWs in
Schools ReporW, jXsW 33% of eighWh-grade sWXdenWs meeW Whe NeZ York SWaWe EdXcaWion DeparWmenW¶s
reqXiremenWs and gXidelines for arWs edXcaWion, Zhich recommends sWXdenWs haYe access Wo aW leasW WZo
differenW arWs disciplines. ThaW nXmber has remained largel\ Xnchanged since 2015, Zhile Whe nXmber of arWs
Weachers ciW\Zide has declined. WiWh onl\ one associaWe in Whe arWs aW Whe sWaWe edXcaWion deparWmenW Wo serYe
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2.5M sWXdenWs, arWs deserWs aboXnd in Xrban and rXral school disWricWs. We are failing Wo groZ oXr oZn WalenW for
NY¶s creaWiYe indXsWries.

We aVN WKaW WKe OegLVOaWXUe

Ɣ FXQd WKe NY SWaWe CRXQcLO RQ WKe AUWV aW a baVeOLQe Rf $100M in order Wo fXll\ sXpporW Whe
WhoXsands of arWs organi]aWions doing criWical Zork across Whe sWaWe. The NYSCA baseline hasn¶W been
increased for 15 \ears, and for decades iW has been far beloZ leYels of fXnding in Whe 1970s in real
dollars! This increase is long oYerdXe and mXch needed if Ze are Wo bXild a sWable cXlWXral econom\ in
eYer\ commXniW\ in Whis sWaWe.

Ɣ EQVXUe WKaW WKeUe LV aQ eTXLWabOe fXQdLQg VWUeaP fRU ORcaO decLVLRQ PaNLQg LQ cRPPXQLWLeV aQd
ORcaOLWLeV IW is a facW WhaW cXlWXral organi]aWions in rXral commXniWies AND in loZ ZealWh Xrban
neighborhoods are boWh more dependenW on pXblic fXnding, and less receiYing of sWable sWaWe sXpporW.
WiWh robXsW fXnding, NYSCA can fXll\ fXnd local regranWers Zho knoZ besW hoZ Wo inYesW Wheir cXlWXral
dollars Wo creaWe WhriYing arWs ecos\sWems in eYer\ commXniW\.

Ɣ SXSSRUW AUWV LQ EdXcaWLRQ ArWs EdXcaWion is ZoefXll\ shorW-changed aW NYSED. We sXpporW Whe
RegenWs reqXesW Wo resWore one AssociaWe posiWion.

Ɣ SXSSRUW SeQaWe BLOO S5714A aQd AVVePbO\ bLOO A4912A aimed aW increasing access Wo resoXrces for
cXlWXrall\ diYerse arWs and cXlWXre organi]aWions WhaW adYocaWe for diYersiW\, eqXiW\ and inclXsion, racial
and social jXsWice, and cXlWXral preserYaWion

Ɣ SXSSRUW SeQaWe BLOO S285 aQd AVVePbO\ BLOO A1502 Zhich ZoXld add arWs and mXsic edXcaWion inWo
Whe pXblic-school cXrricXlXm oXWlined in NYS edXcaWion laZ. GiYen Whe lack of compliance ZiWh cXrrenW
arWs edXcaWion Weaching reqXiremenWs, Whis seWs a baseline for greaWer eqXiW\ and opporWXniW\ across Whe
sWaWe. IW also ensXres WhaW more sWXdenWs haYe e[posXre Wo arWs edXcaWion as a means of bolsWering Whe
pipeline for arWs Zorkers in addiWion Wo bXilding imporWanW life skills needed across career paWhs.

Sincerel\,

Kimberl\ Olsen
E[ecXWiYe DirecWor, NYC ArWs in EdXcaWion RoXndWable
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