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The Korean Community Services of Metropolitan New York, Inc. (KCS) urges state leaders to
ensure that the FY 2025-2026 New York State Budget includes investments in strengthening access to
food benefits for the most vulnerable communities by supporting a guaranteed SNAP minimum benefit of
3100 per month and the New York State Child Poverty Reduction Advisory Council’s (CPRAC) proposal
to create a state-funded food benefit for households with children that are ineligible for SNAP due solely
to their citizenship status. New York is facing an escalating food insecurity crisis, exacerbated by the
lingering economic effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, rising costs of living, and systemic barriers that
prevent many families from accessing federal nutrition assistance. Ensuring food security for all requires
concrete investments that remove barriers to essential resources like food. Food is a basic human right,
and all New Yorkers deserve equal access to vital food assistance.

Guarantee a $100 SNAP Minimum Benefit for All Participating New Yorkers

Today, the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) provides nearly 3 million New Yorkers
with monthly food assistance benefits. The program is widely understood as the nation’s largest and most
impactful anti-hunger program. Despite the program’s success in helping New York households afford a
more nutritious and well-rounded diet, far too many New Yorkers receive inadequate benefits. While
SNAP benefit levels are determined by Congress and the federal government, states, including New
Jersey and New Mexico, have used state funding to raise SNAP benefits for participating households.
New York should take the lead as well.

Data from New York’s Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance (OTDA) shows that over 107,000
New Yorkers currently receive monthly SNAP benefits that amount to less than $100, while some receive
just $23 per month. These individuals are typically older adults with an annual income of around $16,000
per year, over a quarter of whom are actively receiving SSI benefits. It is simply impossible to afford a
month of groceries, let alone a day or two of food, with just $23. Low benefit amounts are often cited as a
barrier to SNAP participation—suggesting that a more adequate minimum benefit could draw down more
federal dollars. That is why raising the SNAP minimum benefit has bipartisan cosponsorship in both the
Assembly and Senate (A.1318 / S.665), endorsements from over 250 New York-based organizations, and
broad-based support from 66% of New York voters.



https://www.ssa.gov/ssi
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2025/A1318
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2025/S665
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/central-ny/politics/2024/12/09/groups-want-hochul-to-include-food--nutrition-priorities-in-executive-budget
https://www.cityandstateny.com/policy/2023/11/poll-broad-support-universal-free-school-meals-higher-food-stamp-benefits/392276/

Our organization has worked closely with many seniors and has received multiple complaints regarding
insufficient SNAP benefits, which are beyond our control and are impacting our workflow. As a result,
the policy guaranteeing a minimum $100 SNAP benefit not only affects the individuals we serve, but also
undermines the support intended to assist with their daily living needs.

For these reasons, we respectfully request that the FY2026 Enacted Budget appropriates $70 million to
ensure that all New Yorkers participating in SNAP receive a more adequate benefit of at least $100 per
month. This initiative would directly help New Yorkers better afford food, while also supporting grocers,
retailers, and farmers’ markets across the state.

Expand Food Assistance for Non-citizen Households with Children

In addition to raising the SNAP minimum benefit and investing in SNAP application assistance, we must
also ensure that vital nutrition benefits are available for New Yorkers excluded on the basis of their
immigration status. Arbitrary barriers to SNAP access—which include both harmful waiting periods and
outright exclusions—exacerbate food hardship for many immigrant New Yorkers, who contribute over
$27 billion in state and local taxes. We must ensure that all of our families can afford healthy food in their
communities.

The New York State Child Poverty Reduction Advisory Council (CPRAC), established by the Governor
through the Child Poverty Reduction Act, has set an ambitious and necessary goal: to cut child poverty in
half by 2031. CPRAC recently recommended that Governor Hochul create a state food benefit for
households with children who are ineligible for SNAP based on citizenship status, as a pathway towards
cutting child poverty by half by 2031. That policy is expected to cost $140.8 million and reach 64,600
households with children each year. The program would be run through the Office of Temporary and
Disability Assistance (OTDA) with administration led by local social service districts, and provide
benefits equal to the benefits provided for similarly situated SNAP-eligible households. All
currently-excluded immigrant groups would be eligible, including those on 5-year waiting periods.

Research published in the American Journal of Preventive Medicine (AJPM) finds that noncitizens are
nearly twice as likely to be food insecure compared with U.S.-born and naturalized citizens. According to
the American Community Survey, the number of foreign-born NY residents who receive SNAP benefits
has increased by 19 percent since before the pandemic in 2019.

To address these disparities, there is growing momentum around the country for more equitable SNAP
access. For example, in 2022, California expanded its state food assistance program to provide benefits
for Californians aged 55 and older, who are currently excluded on the basis of their immigration status.
Illinois, Maine, Minnesota, and Washington have each implemented similar state-funded programs to
provide food assistance for excluded immigrant households. Further, 80+ organizations—including
groups focused on health, food security, immigrant rights, and agriculture—have joined the SNAP4AIl
New York Coalition, calling for a state-funded food benefit for all income-eligible households currently
ineligible for SNAP due to citizenship status.

While we believe that this state-funded program should benefit all excluded New Yorkers, including
households without children, we respectfully request that the FY2026 Enacted Budget include $140.8
million to provide vital food assistance for non-citizen households with children as outlined in CPRAC’s
recommendations as an important first step.

Our community has seen a significant increase in pantry usage in the last several years, and our staff are
aware that people visiting the pantry are not able to access other government food benefits due to their
immigration status. This policy would have a direct impact on the people we work with by providing
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additional assistance to those who truly need our support. Our organization is committed to addressing the
systemic gap between our vulnerable populations and U.S.-born and naturalized citizens. In this effort, we
urge state leaders to join us in advocating for a healthier and more inclusive community for all residents
of the State of New York.

We also recognize that the new federal administration has created widespread fear in its targeting of
immigrant communities. In this climate, New York State has an even deeper responsibility to support and
protect all of its residents. To ensure the success of this program, we would also need to prioritize the
safety of those who participate. For example, the “NY4All” bill in the Assembly and Senate (S.2235
/A.3506) would create deeper protections for immigrant New Yorkers by ending State government agency
collusion with federal immigration officials. That is why we urge the legislature to pass NY4All, which
would help protect immigrant families and ensure that SNAP4AII is a safe, accessible program for New
Yorkers around the state.

Conclusion

Every New Yorker deserves the basic human right to food and an adequate benefit to afford groceries,
regardless of their citizenship status. Investing in a $100 SNAP minimum benefit, SNAP4All, and
NY4All ensures every New Yorker has the food they urgently need. We urge State leaders to invest in
these programs in the FY 25-26 Budget.
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