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On behalf of CSTEP and STEP programs and students throughout New York State, I thank you
for convening this important hearing and for the opportunity to address you this afternoon.

First, I would like to thank the Legislature for its leadership in providing CSTEP and STEP and
all of the opportunity programs with a much-needed 20% increase in funding for this current
fiscal year. We are grateful for your continued support of the 18,000 CSTEP and STEP students
that are served in 114 programs in SUNY, CUNY, and independent 4-year and 2-year colleges
and universities.

The Proposed Executive Budget calls for a 10% increase in funding for CSTEP and STEP for
2023. We request an additional 10% increase in funding for a total increase of 20%. Our
STEP and CSTEP community of programs continue to play an important role in bridging gaps in
instruction, academic support, counseling and technology for our students and their families
across the state. We need more funding to better serve our students and their specific needs
amidst the continuing impact of the Covid-19 pandemic.

Our programs are highly effective and efficient, but funding for each project is limited by an enrollment-
based funding formula that is outdated and obsolete. This formula has been utilized for the past two funding
cycles (ten years) and has not kept pace with cost-of-living increases and the increase in fringe benefit rates.
We request that any increases in funding be directed to increase cost of living adjustments (COLA) for
existing STEP and CSTEP projects. To provide quality services to our students it is essential that projects
retain talented and committed professional and instructional staff.

Second, we request that budgetary language indicating the legislative intent of any and all
additional funds for CSTEP and STEP be included in the approved 2023 State Budget. While
the current year 2022 State Budget included a 20% increase in funds for CSTEP and STEP
programs, not one single current CSTEP program received any of these additional funds. The
NYSED decided they would solely fund additional programs from a list of applicants it
maintained, contrary to the clear intent by the Legislature that current programs be adequately
supported.
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Third, we are requesting funding to pilot a CSTEP component that will provide support for
CSTEP students enrolled in graduate degree programs in STEM, health, and licensed fields. We
also want to enroll and support CSTEP graduates who complete four-year programs of study and
then take “gap year(s)” to gain experience before applying to graduate and professional degree
programs of study. Current NYSED enroliment guidelines do not allow for this category of
students to be supported by CSTEP. Our programs need to grow and develop in order to meet
the needs of our students.

For STEP, we request funding to expand our "Summer of Science" program for middle school
students conducted jointly by Stony Brook University and Brookhaven National Laboratory
(BNL). This statewide program currently provides 25 students with the opportunity to
participate in a specially designed curriculum taught by BNL scientists and secondary school
teachers. Students are introduced to basic concepts and principles of scientific research and learn
about the research projects and state-of-the-art equipment used at BNL. Students live on the
Stony Brook University campus during their participation in this program and are mentored by
current CSTEP students.

CSTEP and STEP programs continue to position New York State as a nationally recognized
leader in preparing and directing students to careers in STEM, health, and licensed fields. We
have a demonstrated record of success and are among the most effective and efficient
educational programs in the nation. CSTEP and STEP are a past recipient of the National
Science Foundation Presidential Medal of Excellence for Science, Mathematics, and
Engineering Mentoring. During 2021, Adelphi University, Fordham University and Brooklyn
College were recognized with the “2021 Inspiring Programs in STEM Award by Insight into
Diversity Magazine. Examples of program success during 2020-202 include:

STEP

e 11,00 STEP students enrolled in 56 programs

e 1,142 students participated in research and internship activities totaling 36,200
hours

CSTEP
e 7,000 students enrolled in 58 programs

e 2,103 students participated in Research and internship activities totaling 209,883
hours

70% of CSTEP and STEP graduates pursue professional degree programs of study in STEM,
health, and licensed fields.

Emphasis in additional funding should be placed on developing and expanding current
programs. CSTEP and STEP continue to be among New York State's most successful education
programs. This past year, our programs continued virtually and in-person to continue to serve
our 18,000 students and provide them with the support they need to continue their journey
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towards academic and career success. STEP and CSTEP programs continued to meet their
mission to increase minority and disadvantaged student representation in STEM, health, and
licensed fields in New York State. CSTEP programs provide academic enrichment and support,
mentoring, academic and career counseling, internships and research opportunities, standardized
test preparation, and career activities and services. STEP programs provide academic enrichment
in science, mathematics content areas. They also provide academic, career and financial aid
counseling, standardized test preparation, college admissions counseling, and research training
and internships. Among our graduates are Rhodes and Fulbright Scholars.

As New York State continues to build its STEM-centered industrial base, increased
CSTEP/STEP funding will help produce the STEM professionals critical to our state's economic
vitality. Your consideration and support of our requests will help us to support current programs
and their students better and provide them with the resources and services they need in their
journey towards academic and professional success.

Respectfully submitted,

YWucherd Q. Yoolina

Michael A. Molina

President, APACS. Inc.

441 East Fordham Road, Collins Hall 303
Bronx, NY 10458
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Mission

The mission of CSTEP is to increase the representation of historically
underrepresented and economically disadvantaged students in STEM,
health and licensed fields in New York State.

What Does the CSTEP Program Do?
For thirty-four years, CSTEP programs have provided
academic enrichment and support, mentoring,
academic and career counseling, internships and
research opportunities, standardized test
preparation and career activities and services.

CSTEP at a Glance
Current funding for CSTEP is $14.3 million.

Over 70% of CSTEP graduates pursue
professional degree programs of study in

Importance of CSTEP in current economy STEM and CSTEP targeted fields.

Most alumni live in New York State and work in
high paying STEM, health, and licensed fields that
contribute to our tax base. STEM, health, and
licensed professionals are vital in meeting the
needs of the 215t century economy and job market
in our nation. STEM fields are vital to the economic
recovery of our state and nation.

CSTEP graduated over 34,200 students from
independent, SUNY, CUNY and two-year
community colleges from 1987 to 2021.

CSTEP programs have served 164,390
students since its creation by the
Legislature in 1987.

National Recognition of CSTEP

CSTEP and STEP are nationally recognized

programs that have made New York State a leader

in preparing talented students for careers in STEM
and licensed fields.

e CSTEP and STEP are the 2003 recipient of the
National Science Foundation Presidential Award of
Excellence for Science, Mathematics and
Engineering Mentoring.

e CSTEP students have received recognition for their scholarly
research and presentations and among our graduates are Rhodes
and Fulbright Scholars and recipients of many other prestigious
awards.

e During 2020-2021, 2,103 CSTEP students participated in Research and
Internship activities totaling 209,883 hours.

e During 2021, one (1) CSTEP program was awarded the “Inspiring Programs
in STEM” award by Insight into Diversity Magazine

There are currently fifty-eight (58)
programs throughout New York
State.

In the 2020-2021 year there
were 6,711 students enrolled
in CSTEP programs.

Along with the pre-college
STEP programs, CSTEP
and STEP served approx
17,300 students

in 2020-2021.

Preparing for the Future

In 2020-2021 academic year, (during the pandemic and forced cancellation of many events) CSTEP and STEP
served an additional 5,500 non-STEP/CSTEP students in grades K-12 through our statewide CSTEP/STEP
Day of Service. The annual Day of Service are statewide events whereby current CSTEP and STEP students
and staff meet with non-STEP and CSTEP students to educate them regarding the benefits and challenges of

pursuing careers in STEM, health, and the licensed professions.
For more information contact: Michael A. Molina, President, APACS, Inc.
441 East Fordham Road, Bronx, New York 10458; phone: (718) 817-3266; email: molina@fordham.edu
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Mission
To increase the number of historically underrepresented and economically
disadvantaged students (grades 7th-12th) prepared to enter college, and

improve their participation rate in mathematics, science,
technology, health related fields and the licensed professions.

What Does the STEP Program Do?
For thirty-five years, STEP provides academic
enrichment in science and mathematics content
areas. Projects consist of academic year and
summer components including:

e Core subject instruction / Regents preparation

e Supervised internship and research training

e High School and College admissions counseling

e Standardized test preparation

e Career awareness / development activities

STEP at a Glance

Current funding for STEP is $18.9
million.

Over 70% of STEP graduates pursue
Professional degree programs of study in
STEM & STEP targeted fields.

STEP has graduated over 33,770 students
from 1986 to 2020.

STEP programs have served 262,600
students since its creation by the

Importance of STEP in our Current Economy Legislature in 1986

Most STEP alumni live in New York State and
work in high paying STEM, health and licensed fields that
contribute to our tax base. STEM and licensed
professionals are vital in meeting the needs of the 215t
century economy and job market in our state and nation.
STEM fields are vital to the continued economic recovery of
our state and nation.

There are currently fifty-six (56)
programs throughout New York
State.

There were 10,749 students
enrolled in STEP programs in
2020-2021.

In 2020-21, along with the
undergraduate CSTEP
programs, STEP and
CSTEP served
approximately 17,300
students.

National Recognition of STEP

e STEP and CSTEP are nationally recognized programs that
have made New York State a leader in preparing talented
students for careers in STEM, health, and licensed fields.

e STEP and CSTEP are the 2003 recipients of the National Science
Foundation Presidential Award of Excellence for Science, Mathemati
and Engineering Mentoring.

e During 2020-2021, 1,142 STEP students participated in Research and Internship activities totaling
36,260 hours.

e During 2021, three (3) STEP Programs were awarded the “Inspiring Programs in STEM”
award given by Insight into Diversity Magazine

Preparing for the future

In 2020-2021, (during the pandemic and forced cancellation of many events) CSTEP and STEP served an
additional 5,500 non-STEP/CSTEP students in grades K-12 through our statewide CSTEP/STEP Day of
Service. The annual Day of Service are statewide events whereby current CSTEP and STEP students and
staff meet with non-STEP and CSTEP students to educate them regarding the benefits and challenges of

pursuing careers in STEM, health, and the licensed professions.
For more information contact: Michael A. Molina, President, APACS, Inc.,
441 East Fordham Road, Bronx, New York 10458; (718) 817-3266 / molina@fordham.edu
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