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Dear Friend:

Happy Friday and welcome to the March 5 edition of my Weekly Wrap!

This month, we proudly celebrate and recognize women of history that have positively
influenced our nation. We also recognize the importance of giving blood during American
Red Cross Month, which was initiated during March of WWII.

In this week’s Wrap, I also share updates on the latest disturbing allegations against Governor
Cuomo, the independent investigation process being conducted by the State Attorney General
and my efforts to repeal the Governor’s emergency powers.

Finally, make sure to check out Senate Bill S.1183 that I’m co-sponsoring with Senator
Addabbo, which pertains to mobile sports betting and gambling addiction (a chart explaining
what the bill would change is included in this Wrap). I also included information explaining
the significance of Lyme disease prevention in New York State, which you can read more
about below.

As always, I want to hear from YOU. If you have a comment, question, or concern, please
email me at jordan@nysenate.gov or call my office at (518) 371-2751. Thank you for
reading and subscribing to my Weekly Wrap. It’s an honor and a privilege serving you!
– Senator Daphne Jordan, 43rd District

Supporting our excellent public libraries

http://jordan.nysenate.gov/
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I was happy to recently meet with some of my favorite people at the Mid-Hudson, Upper
Hudson, and the Southern Adirondack Library Systems. We discussed library construction,
the importance of state investment, and the vital role of our public libraries during the
pandemic. Also, I participated in a roundtable with libraries from all around the state on
Monday morning. I’ll always advocate for our excellent public libraries that promote lifelong
learning, literacy, reading, communication, socialization and help NY families bridge the
digital divide!

Taking part in the Rensselaer County Regional Chamber of Commerce’s Meet the
Legislators event
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Last Friday, I took part in the 2021 edition of “Meet the Legislators” hosted by the
Rensselaer County Regional Chamber of Commerce, where I answered questions from
constituents about issues that matter to them and their businesses. Thank you to the
Rensselaer County Regional Chamber of Commerce for hosting this event!

Another serious allegation made against Governor Cuomo
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Over the weekend, another former aide to Governor Cuomo courageously came forward with
detailed, substantive accusations of sexual harassment against him as chronicled in a New
York Times story. These cases MUST be taken seriously with an immediate, independent
investigation. You can read the shocking story by clicking here.

The truth must be revealed for these women and the safety of others, which is why my Senate
Republican colleagues and I issued the following statement below:

Independent investigation into Governor Cuomo’s alleged misconduct moves forward

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/27/nyregion/cuomo-charlotte-bennett-sexual-harassment.html?searchResultPosition=10
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This letter pictured above confirms that the independent investigation I’ve been calling for
into Governor Cuomo’s alleged misconduct is underway. The Governor will NOT be picking
his own investigator, that suggestion was ludicrous and a non-starter coming from a
Governor who is a former State Attorney General.

Attorney General James will select a private firm independent of state government to proceed
with this important investigation. New Yorkers are eagerly awaiting to see who that pick will
be. These serious allegations against the Governor must be investigated, swiftly, thoroughly,
and independently.
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Update on repealing Governor Cuomo’s emergency powers

I have been calling on repealing the Governor’s emergency powers since last May, and 21
times this year! Every time my colleagues and I offered an amendment to rescind his powers,
the Senate Democratic Majority struck it down.

Governor Cuomo is the subject of a federal investigation for covering up 15,000 deaths of
senior citizens in our nursing homes. Now, the State Attorney General is investigating two
credible, detailed allegations of sexual harassment and a third victim has recently spoken up.
The Governor cannot be trusted with his expanded emergency powers and it’s long since past
time for the state legislature to revoke them.

The “revocation” touted by Senate Democrats is a sham that does nothing to restore the
legislature’s powers and rein in this out-of-control Governor. In fact, they did the opposite
and drafted their bill in conjunction with him and got his approval before acting. Instead of
removing his expanded powers, they removed their April 30 sunset date, essentially
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extending the Governor’s total control indefinitely.

The fact that Governor Cuomo himself, during his press conference, supported this measure
and said it changes nothing is all you need to know about how the Senate Democrats are
responding. They don’t want the responsibility of navigating our state through the
coronavirus pandemic. They don’t want to be the ones to check a Governor that has rapidly
lost the trust of New Yorkers through his shameful treatment of women and his constant lies
and cover-ups. They don’t want to do what must be done for our hardworking men and
women and hold this Governor accountable.

We know Governor Cuomo has no shame. It’s clear that Senate Democrats don’t either. By
continuing to back the Governor, the Senate Democrats have sent a message that one-party
rule is really one-person rule.

American Red Cross Month

March is American Red Cross Month and it’s a great opportunity to celebrate and give back
to the everyday heroes that keep our communities running. To help the Red Cross turn
compassion into action, head over to their website and learn more.

Women’s History Month

https://www.redcross.org/about-us/red-cross-month.html
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March is Women’s History Month. While women should be recognized consistently for their
important, ongoing efforts at the vanguard in advancing our society, this is an ideal moment
to learn more about the many contribution women have made by visiting the official
Women’s History Month website.

The fight against Lyme disease

Thank you to my friend and colleague Senator Sue Serino for her continued leadership and
advocacy in the fight against Lyme disease and tick-borne illnesses. I was happy to be a part
of an informational panel Tuesday afternoon in support of the effort to bring funding for
Lyme disease prevention back into the 2021-22 State Budget.

Columbia County, all of which is in my 43rd Senate District, has been characterized as
“ground zero” for Lyme disease. New York State needs to make real progress towards
combatting this public health crisis. Funding for Lyme disease prevention MUST remain a

https://womenshistorymonth.gov/
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priority, but sadly, Governor Cuomo’s Executive Budget proposal contains none. Instead, the
Governor’s budget proposal eliminated $69,400 allocated annually to the State Department
of Health for this issue.

I will continue to stand alongside Senator Serino and my colleagues in calling for at least
$1.5 million to be included in this year’s State Budget to fund research, prevention, and
education to help combat the spread of this deadly disease.

Senate Bill combatting problem gambling
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March is Problem Gambling Month, so thank you to Senator Joe Addabbo for this helpful
information on Senate Bill S.1183 (details of which are pictured above) which I am co-
sponsoring. When passed, this measure would legalize mobile sports betting in New York
State, which would bring in $84 million in one-time license fees, a conservatively figured
annual revenue of $79 million, and will help identify and aid where an individual has a
gambling addiction and to address pre-addiction awareness. You can view more information
on this bill here.

Local roads are ESSENTIAL

I’ve always said, “local roads matter.” Now, I say “local roads are essential!” In this year’s
State Budget, the Governor and downstate Democrats shortchange funding for our local
roads, bridges, and infrastructure in favor of funneling money to the failing MTA and New
York City transportation. I’m pictured above with my colleagues Assemblyman Jake Ashby
and Assemblywoman Mary Beth Walsh during our press conference in the State Capitol on
Wednesday where we advocated for Consolidated Local Street and Highway Improvement
Program (CHIPs) funding restoration.

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/s1183?fbclid=IwAR2HUaDrLUAVJljhnhiV4LhWbUY3h7Zjf9pXXVcg9P0qQeE8abFgFexZOiw
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There must be equity in transportation and infrastructure funding. Our dedicated men and
women who work on maintaining our roads deserve the funding they need to fix potholes,
install sidewalks, and make the improvements we need to live in vibrant communities.

Our Senate Republican Conference has consistently fought for, and delivered, equal funding
statewide for local roads and bridges. As we move toward passing a State Budget, we will
continue this critical fight. Every region, every neighborhood deserves an equal opportunity
to thrive.

Ensuring an equal share of transportation and infrastructure funding is the first step toward
accomplishing that. We support and are advocating for:

Restoration & increased CHIPS funding in extreme winter recovery for our roads
Doubling PAVE-NY
Doubling Bridge-NY
Restoring the full $120.6M cut from municipalities in 20-21’

Upstate matters!

Calling for the removal of Governor Cuomo’s emergency powers… AGAIN

During our session on Thursday, I once again offered an amendment on behalf of our Senate
Republican Conference to rescind Governor Cuomo’s expanded emergency powers, marking
the 21st time (!!!) that we have advanced this necessary amendment to restore the state
legislature to its rightful place as a co-equal branch of state government. You can watch a
video of my floor remarks by clicking here.

https://www.nysenate.gov/newsroom/video/daphne-jordan/senator-daphne-jordan-calls-removal-gov-cuomos-expanded-powers
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The deal that was announced a few days ago by Democrats in both houses to supposedly
remove the Governor’s powers just doesn’t cut it. That bogus bill allows the Governor to
keep and extend his powers. It’s insulting to the intelligence of New Yorkers and is a sham
rescission-decision. We need a straight repeal that will finally bring back true oversight,
accountability, and restore the state legislature as a co-equal branch of government!

Albany Office: 
508 Legislative Office Bldg 
Albany, NY 12247 
518-455-2381

District Office: 
1580 Columbia Tpke, Bldg 2 Ste 1 
Castleton-on-Hudson, NY 12033 
518-371-2751
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