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OPINION

Christmas dinner was a big 
success

To the Editor,
I would like to share a 

treasure that the Corning 
community has had for forty-
three years in which I had the 
opportunity to participate.

This year on Christmas 
Day after appetizers and a 
half hour of carol singing, 
the culmination of the work 
of fifty or so volunteers from 
the First Presbyterian Church 
of Corning ended with an 
elegant, free noon meal in 
their fellowship hall, served to 
anyone who desired to attend.

Complete with layered table 
coverings, matching cloth 
napkins, and evergreen and 
red carnation centerpieces, 
the dinner itself featured a 
fruit cup, generous portions 
of ham, sweet potatoes, green 
beans, applesauce, rolls and 
sweet breads, and a plethora 
of desserts with unending 
cups of coffee and tea.

About 180 people received 
dinner from the church, 
including deliveries to on-
duty firemen, EMT workers, 
and local police. Reservations 
were appreciated but walk-ins 
also were welcomed.

Years ago two women, 
Joanne Herman and Linda 
Thomas, initiated the idea 
while coming home together 
from a meeting. Both have 
since moved from the com-
munity. Barbara Sammis now 
leads the work with much help 
from a team of others.

This dinner is in the true 
spirit of Christmas.
Shirley Kennedy
Lockwood

GOP needs to make changes

To the Editor,
As a new “liberal/progres-

sive” Republican, I believe 
that the national Party must 

change and evolve in sig-
nificant ways if it is going 
to be at all competitive with 
the national Democratic 
Party as of 2042-2044 when 
over 50% of the USA will be 
“non-white.”

Here are my 
recommendations:

The national Republican 
Party needs to appeal much 
more to groups that it has little 
appeal to now, and it needs to 
show that it cares more about 
these groups especially at the 
national level.

The national Party needs 
to do more to help the lower 
and middle classes, the poor, 
the near-poor, and senior 
citizens.

The national Party needs 
to be AGAINST making cuts 
to federal government social 
programs such as Social 
Security, Medicare, Medicaid, 
Food Stamps, College Student 
Loans, and Unemployment 
Insurance Benefits.

The national Party needs 
to stand strongly against 
sexism and white nationalism/
supremacy.

The national Party needs 
to stand strongly in favor of 
the total equality of women 
including being in favor of 
equal pay for equal work for 
women, as well as being in 
favor of heavily-fining and 
imprisoning sexual predators 
who commit sexual harass-
ment and all forms of sexual 
abuse and sexual assault.

We also need to encourage 
men to do a more equal share 
of housework.

Lastly, the national Party 
should fight for the passage of 
a federal government national 
health insurance program/
plan that is the same one that 
Ontario, Canada has that will 
cover every American, but not 
the overly-expensive and fis-
cally irresponsible “Medicare 
For All.”

Join me in trying to make 
the national Republican 
Party more Humane, 
Compassionate, and Caring 
than it is now.
Stewart B. Epstein
Rochester

Thanks to all of my caregivers

To the Editor,
On Friday the 13th of 

December I went to Anne’s 
Pancakes, my favorite place 
for breakfast, and

ordered my regular meal.
Quite suddenly, I didn’t feel 

so well. I felt like I was melt-
ing into the booth. My blood 
pressure began to rapidly drop 
– syncope. I was fading.

I heard voices around me, 
“He’s very pale.”, “Move 
the table away. Let him lie 
down.”, and “Call 911.” Soon I 
was in the ambulance and they 
were trying to get me back to a 
healthier place.

At the hospital the ER staff 
were exceedingly atten-
tive. Eventually I was more 
aware and my vital signs were 
approaching normal.

As I look back on this expe-
rience, I realize that all the 
people who cared for me, from 
all the people at the restaurant, 
the Erway Ambulance people, 
and all of The Arnot Ogden 
Hospital staff, were angels 
holding me up. They were 
caretakers with giving souls.

They were ‘helpers’ when I 
found myself in a precarious 
situation.

I experienced the ‘Spirit’ 
of Christmas, Hanukah, 
the Holiday early this year. 
People, all of us, are capable 
of bringing the ‘Spirit’ alive. 
Might we be mindful of the 
caregivers this holiday season 
and recognize them with 
thanks.

Happy Holidays,
Rick Price
Big Flats

L E T T E R S  T O  E D I T O R

Despite steady and 
strong warnings from 
many state legisla-

tors, local district attorneys, 
county sheriffs, other local 
law enforcement and many 
opponents, a new law cham-
pioned by Governor Andrew 
Cuomo and extreme-left 
downstate legislative lead-
ers that radically redefines 
criminal justice in New York 
is set to take effect this week.

This so-called reform 
passed without one 
Republican vote in either 
house of the State Legislature.

As one upstate sheriff put 
it, we’re about to enter the 
“unknown.”

USA Today recently 
reported that “New York 
courts are in the process 
of releasing at least 3,800 
inmates in county prisons 
under a new law taking effect 
Jan. 1 that ends cash bail for 
many offenses.” The report 
noted that “the estimated 
number of inmates being 
released would be enough to 
fill some upstate arenas, like 
those in Utica, Elmira and 
Poughkeepsie" and that "local 
officials estimated about 25% 
to 30% of their jail popula-
tions may soon be released.”

In other words, beginning 
January 1, it’s like a statewide 
jail break. Among other provi-
sions, the new law eliminates 
cash bail and pretrial deten-
tion for 90% of all crimes.

It is creating a system that 
releases what reasonable 
people would consider to be 
violent criminals back into 
the community fully capable 
of threatening their victims, 
the victim’s family members, 
trial witnesses, and others. 

This is particularly acute given 
an accompanying so-called 
reform (this one also passed 
without one Republican vote) 
requiring prosecutors to 
inform defendants of all wit-
ness names, addresses, and 
contact information within 15 
days from arrest.

It is astonishing, in fact, 
to read the list of crimes for 
which judges will be required 
to release defendants from 
custody without bail, includ-
ing: manslaughter in the 
second degree; criminally 
negligent homicide; assault 
in the third degree; promot-
ing or possessing an obscene 
sexual performance by a child; 
aggravated cruelty to animals; 
imprisonment in the first 
degree; specified felony drug 
offenses involving the use of 
children; failure to register 
as a sex offender; promoting 
prison contraband in the first 
and second degree; and many, 
many more.

It’s outrageous. It’s irre-
sponsible public policy. 
It’s bad legislating. But it’s 
exactly the kind of legislat-
ing that risks becoming the 
norm under one-party control 
of state government - par-
ticularly in New York where 
one-party control is resulting 
in a so-called progressive, 
Democrat Socialist agenda 
anchoring itself within the 
highest levels of state govern-
ment decision making. We are 
commencing this new decade 
with a stronger Socialist, 
extreme-left bent in the State 
Legislature than ever before in 
New York’s history.

I have joined other legisla-
tors to call for either outright 
scrapping the law before it 

takes effect or at least delay-
ing its implementation so 
that a more workable and less 
dangerous solution can be 
reached.

Governor Cuomo and the 
Legislature’s Democrats 
simply shrug at the sugges-
tion. If it’s broke, they say, 
we’ll just fix it later. The 
problem in this instance is 
that “later” endangers lives 
now, and that’s not criminal 
justice reform, it’s extreme. 
It’s radical.

The trouble with an arro-
gant, carefree approach to 
what’s clearly a misguided and 
dangerous law, is exactly that 
- it’s dangerous.  Instead of a 
strict and sensible system of 
criminal justice that recog-
nizes public safety above all, 
which it should, we will get a 
system that willingly fails to 
recognize that some criminals 
belong behind bars.

Furthermore, the District 
Attorneys Association of 
the State of New York has 

estimated it will cost $100 
million for extra staff and 
other resources for offices 
outside of New York City to 
comply with the new discov-
ery laws. In other words, local 
taxpayers once again foot the 
bill for another unfunded state 
mandate.

I’ve said it repeatedly 
throughout the past year, 
I’ll say it again at the start 
of a new year: Where in the 
name of justice are New York 
Democrats headed?

Where in the name of justice?

Normal people are 
overestimating the 
value of Christianity 

Today’s editorial in which 
Editor-in-Chief Mark 
Galli called for President 
Donald Trump’s removal. 
In plain English: It’s not 
what it appears to be.

What it appears to be is a 
crack in the foundation of the 
president’s support among 
white evangelical Christians. 
A turning point of some kind. 
A big deal. After all, Galli’s 
editorial appeared a day after 
the House impeached the 
president on charges of abuse 
of power and obstruction of 
justice. After all, Christianity 
Today was founded by the 
late Billy Graham, father of 
Franklin Graham, who is a 
stalwart Trump supporter. 
Put these together, and 
normal people are wonder-
ing if the foundation under 
Trump’s feet is finally falling 
away.

I don’t think Galli’s edito-
rial means nothing. I just 
think it doesn’t mean what 
a lot of normal people seem 
to think it means. It’s not 
going to change much. For 
one thing, Franklin Graham 
and Jerry Falwell Jr., son of 
the late Jerry Falwell, the 
moral majority founder, have 
a commanding presence 
among white evangeli-
cal Christians. Each of 
them attacked Christianity 
Today’s editorial. Franklin 
Graham even claimed that his 
dad voted for Trump. (That, 
my friends, should be taken 
with a huge chunk of salt.) 
For another, Galli and other 
religious intellectuals do not 

represent a broad evangelical 
constituency. Furthermore, 
they can’t. It’s impossible.

Galli and other evangelical 
Christian intellectuals defer to
the authority of empirical fact 
and universal morality. They 
believe what Jesus believed: 
what’s good for me is also 
good for you, and all of us are 
equal before the eyes of God. 
That is deeply contrary to the 
authoritarian mindset. To the 
authoritarian mindset, there 
is no authority independent 
of God’s will. What is God’s 
will? Whatever the leader-
ship of the white evangelical 
Christian community declares
it to be. The leadership of that 
community is almost always 
men. Therefore, God’s will is 
what these men say it is. What
these men say is what every-
one in their group believes. 
Doing what they say is being 
good. Being good is being 
obedient. In this context, 
there is no room for dissent. 
You cannot disagree about 
any religious point without 
arousing suspicion — whether 
about your moral character, 
about your devotion to God, 
about your Christian faith.

There are, obviously, 
lots of white evangeli-
cal Christian groups with 
their own ways of thinking. 
Between groups, but not 
within groups, there is space 
for disagreement. That’s 
where Christianity Today 
resides, in that liminal space. 
People like Galli, whose 
occupation is serving an 
array of evangelical perspec-
tives (not just white ones), 
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Christianity Today editorial 
doesn’t mean what you think
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