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Dear Friend:
Happy Friday and welcome to the February 19 edition of my Weekly Wrap!
This week I continued standing up and speaking out for families that tragically lost loved
ones in a nursing home due to the Cuomo Administration’s disastrous, deadly mandate that
these institutions accept COVID-19 positive patients. My Senate Republican colleagues and I
hear your concerns, and the concerns of families for more than 15,000 New Yorkers that died
as a result of the administration’s reckless mandate. We will keep working towards the truth,
and demanding answers and accountability. We will continue advancing our amendment to
rescind the Governor’s extended emergency powers, an important goal that I’m hopeful will
be accomplished soon. You’ll read more about our critical effort in this week’s Wrap.
This week, I was proud to deliver real results for overnight summer camps which have been
devastated by the Governor’s COVID-19 lockdowns. New York’s hardworking business
owners are more than capable of opening safely, which is why I’m thrilled to see that after
my advocacy and letters, overnight summer camps will be able to officially re-open! Of
course, there’s never a shortage of things to discuss in my Weekly Wrap and you’ll read
many more details on these and other stories below.
As always, I want to hear from YOU. If you have a comment, question, or concern, please
email me at jordan@nysenate.gov or call my office at (518) 371-2751. Thank you for reading
and subscribing to my Weekly Wrap. It’s an honor and a privilege serving you!
– Senator Daphne Jordan, 43rd District
Hiding 15,000+ deaths is not a “political position”
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As you’ve probably seen, read, or heard, the New York Post recently released a recording of
top Governor Cuomo staffer Melissa DeRosa meeting with Senate and Assembly Democrat
leaders about the nursing home scandal that led to 15,000 COVID-related deaths. In her
meeting, she confirmed that the Governor and his top deputies deliberately covered up how
many people died due to his decision to put COVID-infected patients back into nursing
homes.
Afraid of a federal investigation into his disastrous nursing home policy, DeRosa said the
Governor and his staff “froze” because they feared how this tragedy “was going to be used
against us.” Then, after admitting a cover-up, DeRosa apologized. Not to the families who
lost a loved one, but to Democrats, for being politically inconvenienced: “So we do
apologize,” she said. “I do understand the position that you were put in. I know that it is not
fair. It was not our intention to put you in that political position with the Republicans.”
The Governor just doesn’t get it.
This isn’t about a “political position.” It’s about human lives. It’s about treating vulnerable
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New Yorkers and their families with the dignity and respect they deserve.
Governor Cuomo has shown repeatedly that he should no longer wield unchecked, expanded
emergency powers. He’s violated our trust, undermined state and federal officials and lets his
staff refer to the deaths of 15,000 seniors as a “political football.”
Our Senate Republican Conference has called for these powers to be revoked for months.
And we’ve called for a full, independent investigation into the Governor’s decision to place
COVID-positive patients back into nursing homes and his cover-up. In addition, the Attorney
General and federal Department of Justice have announced that they are conducting
investigations, as they should, as I’ve been calling them to do for months now.
The families of the deceased deserve the truth. Governor Cuomo must be held accountable
for his cynical, political treatment of our seniors and their loved ones. We will continue
fighting to deliver that truth and implore Senate Democrats to share that same commitment.
This tragedy has gone on far too long. It must stop.
We must convene a special session and revoke the Governor’s expanded powers and
commence an independent investigation immediately.
Tedisco & Jordan: “Cuomo Lied and New Yorkers Paid and Died”
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Earlier this week, I joined with my friend and colleague Senator Jim Tedisco in creating a
criminal penalty for violating NY’s open government/Freedom of Information Law (FOIL) to
hold governors and top appointees personally accountable. Now, more than ever, there must
be a thorough, independent investigation into this growing scandal so families can finally
learn the truth and we can ensure that such a tragedy never happens again. Read our full press
release here.
Delivering some sunshine to a local nursing home
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Thank you, Saratoga County Chamber of Commerce, and the Posie Peddler, in this
wonderful effort to give primrose plants to residents who received their COVID-19 vaccine
shots (pictured above)! I was honored to work with the Saratoga Hospital and the Saratoga
County Chamber of Commerce on the #IGotTheShot campaign! They are on the front lines
of our war with COVID-19 and are now leading the way in getting us vaccinated.
I know it’s frustrating that the vaccine supplies are limited and that it’s incredibly difficult to
get an appointment, but when you can, I hope you will consider saying “yes.” If you’ve been
vaccinated, let us know and we’ll get you an #IGotTheShot sticker.
Valentine’s Day
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This past Sunday was Valentine’s Day, and I hope it was filled with lots of love! Regardless
of if you have a significant other, we can always show more kindness and spread more love
(especially when it involves chocolate)!
National Donor Day
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This past Sunday was “National Donor Day,” which focuses on five points of life – organs,
tissues, marrow, platelets, and blood. Becoming a donor is the simplest, most profound way
to save a life. If you’re interested, visit the website for more information: organdonor.gov.
Presidents’ Day
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This past Monday was “Presidents’ Day.” This holiday was first established in 1885 to
celebrate George Washington and later expanded to honor every United States President. My
favorite president is Ronald Reagan, who served as the 40th president from 1981 to 1989,
and brought growth and optimism to Americans. God Bless the U.S.A.!
Delivering more real results: Overnight summer camps now opening
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I also was thrilled that overnight summer camps can officially open for this season! Last
week, I advocated for our summer camps, writing a letter to the Governor calling for them to
be able to open for the summer of 2021.
Camp serves an invaluable role in children’s positive social-emotional development. It’s
perhaps the safest and best place for young people to be, both from an emotional and
physical health perspective, given all they have been subjected to because of COVID-19.
Summer camps operated safely in Maine and New Hampshire in 2020, and day camps
statewide were allowed to resume operations effective June 29, 2020, and did so successfully.
I am so happy that New York State’s overnight summer camps are now afforded the same
opportunity for the benefit of countless children who missed out on this experience last year.
You can read my recent letter advocating for overnight summer camps to reopen on my
Senate website by clicking here.
State University of New York workforce development opportunities
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As a big supporter of workforce development programs, I’m pleased to share information
about SUNY For All – a free skill-building and college prep program that’s 100% online. It’s
convenient and can be accessed anytime, anywhere. Whether you need English as a second
language, career development or support to further your academic journey, this program can
help you get there and move you forward.
It also sets you on a path to earn a higher education by automatically enrolling you into any
of SUNY’s 30 Community Colleges, Empire State College or SUNY Canton on your own
timetable. And you won’t do this alone! SUNY will provide success coaches to ensure you
complete each stage successfully. Visit the link here for more information, and if this doesn’t
apply to you, perhaps it does to someone you know.
Ending Governor Cuomo’s emergency powers
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After months of inexcusable inaction by the Senate and Assembly Democratic Majorities,
there is finally an emerging bipartisan agreement to bring an end to Governor Cuomo’s
emergency powers. This would be an important breakthrough, as my Senate Republican
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colleagues and I have consistently offered an amendment to remove the Governor’s powers
for nine straight months. For those long months, rescinding the Governor’s emergency
powers has been struck down by the Senate Democrats.
My colleagues and I have been fighting for answers, truth, and transparency this entire time.
Now, with the bombshell report by the Attorney General released a few weeks ago, and the
admittance by one of the Governor’s top staffers that they were hiding information, are
Senate Democrats distancing themselves as to not be associated with the scandal? Whether
their motives are pure, or they are trying to save face, it appears New York is finally one-step
closer to restoring the State Legislature as a co-equal branch of government.
However, at this moment, the Governor’s emergency powers are still in place despite any
statements or promises to revoke them by Senate Democrats. In other words, my colleagues
and I will believe it when we see it happen.
When all is said and done, revoking the powers doesn’t solve the root of the issue. The
Governor and his administration must still be independently investigated top-to-bottom for
their horrific cover-up of more than 15,000 nursing home deaths due to COVID and the
Cuomo Administration’s disastrous and deadly mandate. Families deserve answers and
accountability!
Recognizing Fogarty's Farm
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Wednesday afternoon, my Director of Constituent Services (and Rensselaer County
Legislator) Dan Casale presented Councilman Bill Fogarty and his wife, Kathy, a New York
State Senate Proclamation honoring the Fogarty's Farm in the Town of Schaghticoke. The
NYS Agricultural Society recognizes Fogarty's Farm as their 2021 Century Farm, and we are
lucky to have them in the 43rd District!
Remembering the life of a legend
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On Wednesday, Rush Limbaugh, a true pioneer and giant of talk radio and conservatism, lost
his battle to lung cancer at age 70. Rush was a true patriot who genuinely loved America. I
joined millions of Americans in sending prayers to his wife, Kathryn, and family.
Rose Theresa Vumbaco: 100 years young

pubfiles.nysenate.gov/crm/jordan/view/85e3a0f9a4da4eda

15/16

2/22/2021

2021 WW Feb 19

On Thursday, I was honored to recognize Rose Theresa Vumbaco (pictured above through
the first-floor window at Van Rensselaer Manor) for her 100th birthday! Thank you to my
staff who passed along my Senate Certificate of recognition to recognize this wonderful
occasion!
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