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Dear Neighbor,
It is clear, more than ever, that every election matters and every vote counts. 
New Yorkers deserve the right to have their powerful voices heard and be  
given the ability to participate in the electoral process. Under the leadership 
of Senate Democratic Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins and   
Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie, the Legislature passed historic elec-
tion reforms to strengthen democracy in New York State. 

The reforms include:
 Early Voting to allow for primary and general elections to be open 10

days prior to Election Day.
 Consolidation of State and Federal Primaries into a single date to

comply with the federal Military and Overseas Voter Empowerment
(MOVE) Act.

 Voter Registration Transfer requires the Bd. of Elections to transfer
the registration and enrollment of a voter to wherever they move in NYS.

 Close the LLC Loophole. LLCs will now have the same aggregate con-
tribution limit of $5,000 that applies to corporations; and increase trans-
parency by requiring disclosure of the identity of individuals with mem-
bership interests in LLCs and attribute contributions to members of LLCs.

 Pre-Registration of Eligible 16 –Year-Olds, which would automatical-
ly make them registered voters by the time they reach the age of 18.

 Extend Party Registration Deadline to February 14th to allow more
time for a voter to enroll in a party prior to a primary election.

Election Reforms Enacted through the FY 2019-2020 Budget: 
 Authorized the usage of electronic poll books across the state.
 All statewide primary poll sites will now be open from 6am to 9pm,

creating a more uniform process across the state.
 $10 million in funding to support the implementation of early voting.
 Prohibits lobbyists, labor unions, PACs, and other independent expendi-

ture committees from providing loans to candidates and committees.
 Establishes a temporary Public Campaign Financing and Election Commis-

sion to make recommendations for the implementation of a voluntary
public campaign financing system for statewide public offices. The
Commission has to report to the Legislature by December 1, 2019, said
recommendation shall become law by December 22, 2019 unless over-
turned by the legislature.

I look forward to our continued partnership to increase voter empower-
ment.

Sincerely,
Senator Velmanette Montgomery, 25th Senate District 

EARLY VOTING
FAQ

For the first time in history,
New Yorkers have a choice:
Vote Early October 26 - November 3,
or Vote on Election Day, November 5.

FAQ provided by the League of Women Voters of New York State as part of the Let NY Vote coalition.

WHAT IS EARLY VOTING?
You can now vote in person during a nine-day 
period before the election, beginning Saturday 
October 26 and continuing through Sunday, 
November 3. This includes weekend and evening 
times to allow for voting flexibility. 

DO I NEED A REASON TO VOTE EARLY?
No, you do not need a reason to vote early. Un-
like absentee voting, you do not need to apply.

DO I NEED TO BE REGISTERED TO VOTE 
EARLY?
You must be registered in advance to vote in New 
York State, whether you vote early or on Election 
Day. For 2019, October 11 is the last day you can 
register to vote in person at your county Board of 
Elections office. Mailed voter registration forms 
must be postmarked by October 11. You can 
download a registration form on any New York 
Board of Elections website. You can also register 
online through the New York State DMV if you 
have a driver’s license or non-driver ID.

WHERE DO I GO TO VOTE EARLY?
Your Early Voting Poll Site and your Election Day 
Poll Site may not be the same. Different counties 
have different early voting rules. Check VoteE-
arlyNY.org to find your Early Voting Poll Site.

IF MY COUNTY HAS MORE THAN ONE 
EARLY VOTING POLL SITE, CAN I GO TO 
ANY OF THEM?
It depends on your county. Check VoteEarlyNY.
org to find out if your must vote at your assigned 
Early Voting Poll Site, or you can vote at any 
countywide voting center.

WHAT CAN I EXPECT AT MY POLL SITE?
The process for voting early on Election Day will be 
similar to how you have voted before, except many 
counties will be using electronic poll books (tablets) 
instead of paper registration books to check voters. 
Make sure that you sign your signature legibly using 
a stylus or pen when you check in, like you are 
signing a legal document. Your poll site may use 
iPads and ballot printers to modernize and make 
the process faster for voters.

WHEN WILL MY VOTE BE COUNTED IF I 
VOTE EARLY?
Early Voting ballots will be counted on Election Day, 
November 5.

CAN I CHANGE MY VOTE IF I VOTE EARLY?
No, you may only vote once per election.

WHAT IF I MOVED OR AM MOVING DURING 
THE EARLY VOTING PERIOD?
A new law passed in 2019 requires the Board of 
Elections to transfer a voter’s registration automati-
cally if the voter moves within the state and fills out 
a change of address form at USPS. As this is a new 
law, we strongly recommend that you update your 
registration with the Board of Elections. 
If your name is not in the poll book at your new 
address, you can vote on an affidavit ballot.

WHAT IF MY NAME IS NOT IN THE POLL 
BOOK?
Whether you vote early or on Election Day, there is 
a chance that your name may not be in the paper or 
electronic poll book. If that happens, make sure you 
are at the correct poll site for your address, and ask 
for an affidavit ballot to fill out. After Election Day, 
the Board of Elections will confirm your registration. 
If you are a qualified voter, your affidavit ballot will 
be counted. You might want to call your Board of 
Elections to confirm that it was.


