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he remnants of a
T stubborn winter

are hanging on, but
the calendar says April
and more and more of
us will be heading out -
doors to do a little fishing,
biking, hiking, garden-
ing or any number of
other outdoor pastimes.

In fact, according to

the Outdoor Industry
Association, consumers
spend $887 billion annu-
ally on outdoor recreation,
which is "now counted as
an official U.S. industry

Getting outside benefits local economies

spending, directly sup-
ports over 300,000 jobs,
and is responsible for
$12.4 billion in wages
and salaries and nearly
$3 billion in revenue.

In other words, "get-
ting outdoors" is offi-
cially big business. Its
importance is widely
recognized throughout
the Southern Tier and
Finger Lakes regions.

The regional grape and
wine industry, for exam-
ple, goes on attracting
visitors by the millions.

wine tour of the world.
U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service surveys have
revealed the huge eco-
nomic impact of the nearly
90 million Americans
who fish, hunt or engage
in other wildlife-related
recreation. It certainly
has a significant impact
in New York State where
hunting, fishing and trap-
ping are deeply rooted
as part of our region’s
culture, experience and
tradition. According to
the National Shooting

overlook the importance
of our regional parks and
trails. New York can boast
of one of America’s out -
standing systems of state
parks, including a network
of historic sites, parks
and trails throughout the
Finger Lakes and Southern
Tier regions that are
second to none, including
the nationally renowned
Watkins Glen State Park.
Every year, we have a
great opportunity to help
celebrate (and enhance at
the same time) this amaz-

to encourage volunteer
efforts to enhance New
York’s parks and historic
sites and promote the
entire park system. Events
take place regionally and
statewide. Last year,
over 8,000 volunteers
took part in more than
250 cleanup, improve-
ment and beautification
projects at 125 state parks
and historic sites state-
wide. Additional “I Love
My Park Day” informa-
tion, including an online
volunteer registration

the economic impact

of New York’s 178 state
parks, 35 historic sites,
1,350 miles of hiking trails
and over 8,000 camp-
sites (not to mention boat
launches, beaches, swim-
ming pools and nature
centers) at nearly $2
billion in revenue, almost
$500 million in employ-
ment income and 20,000
jobs. Reports from the
state Office of Parks and
Recreation continue to
show impressive annual
attendance at state parks

and a major contributor The state Wine and Grape  Sports Foundation, New ing network of outdoor process now underway, and historic sites.
tothe U.S. economy." Foundation has pegged York’s more than one recreational opportuni- is available on the PTNY The bottom line remains
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ing development for many  grapes, grape juice and sportswomen generate Trails New York’s (PTNY) Itisanoutstandingand  getting outdoors very
reasons, including its wine in New York State nearly $2 billion worth “I Love My Park Day,” highly productive initia- clearly keeps moving in
impact onlocal econo- at $4.8 billion. The Finger  of statewide economic which is scheduled this tive supporting one of the  the direction of a long-
mies. In New York alone, Lakes region is recog- activity and directly year for Saturday, May state’s most worthwhile term, vital component
the industry generates nized as one of the Top10  create 28,000 jobs. 5. This incredibly suc- commitments and invest-  of New York State’s
$33.8 billion in consumer "must-visit stops" on a In addition, do not cessful PTNY event aims ments. PTNY has pegged  economic future.
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think of them, also.
Please promote an

agenda of life, not death.
Thank you.

Janice Mc Laughlin
Interlaken
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EPA CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS
SERVING THE TWIN TIERS

this year’s midterm elec-
tions. Congressman
Reed’s margin of vic-
tory in 2016 was about
14.4%. I am guessing
that Reed speaks with his
Republican colleagues

e Check Belts, Couplers, Filters
* Check Condition of Wiring

* Check Condition of Vent Pipe & Gas Pipe

® Check Flu Gas Analysis

® Check Reading of Chimney Draft
e Check Amp Draw of Motor e Check Manifold Pressure Reading

e Check Input Rating Plate Timed CF/HR

1/2 PRIGE with any

OTHER CHECK SERVICE (ie FIREPLACES).
OFFER EXPIRES 4/30/18.

GALL TODAY!

Your Pre-Season Tune Up Includes:
e Check Pilot & Ignition System
® Check Thermostat or Primary Controller
e Check Secondary Controller ¢ Check Motors & Bearings

This fire burned 14 acres

and it was no small feat

to bring it under control.
The gas well also had to

be protected as well as the

two houses behind ours.
These men and women

should

SCHEDULE YOUR HEAT CHECK OR TUNE UP

plus tax

The truth is this: mean-
ingful gun legislation
does not need to include
taking away guns.

What would be wrong
with registering and
licensing any firearm
as we now license and
register our cars?

It would be easy
because a national reg-
istry is already in place.
Whenever anyone reg-
isters a car or receives a
license, that information
is thenreadily avail -
able in all fifty states.

That same, state-
managed system can
be duplicated for the
licensing of guns.

And what would be
wrong with allowing
research on gun violence?
If the NRA believes guns
are not the problem, then
why did the NRA pay
for legislation that now
prohibits any research?

If we have a gun prob-
lem, we will never solve
it without research-
ing the gun problem.

Please understand, even
if Congress bans bump
stocks, high-capacity
magazines, raises the
agetobuyagunto 21,
implements more reliable

See LETTERS, A5



