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L E T T E R S  P O L I C Y

New York State’s 
leading agricul-
tural industry 

must deal with a range 
of challenges, con-
cerns, and threats every 
single day of the week.

Recently, I was 
reminded of one of these 
challenges and the glob-
ally important work being 
done right here at home 
to confront the invasive 
crop pest known as the 
“golden nematode.” 
While not an everyday 
concern for most of us, 
it nevertheless would 
have a widespread impact 
if left unchecked.

It’s been said that there 
is nothing “golden” about 
the golden nematode.

The United States 
Department of Agriculture 
considers this invasive, 
microscopic worm “to be 
potentially more danger-
ous than any of the insects 
and diseases affecting 
the potato industry.”

That’s no small con-
cern. Potato farming is 
a $54-million industry 
in New York State and a 
multi-billion enterprise 
nationally, accounting for 
thousands of livelihoods. 
The golden nematode 
pest would devastate 

the industry if it spread 
throughout our soils. The 
pest also attacks tomatoes 
and other plants related 
to the potato, such as 
eggplant. Furthermore, 
beets, carrots, turf grass, 
and other plants can be 
excluded from domes-
tic and international 
trade markets if they are 
grown in uncontrolled 
nematode-infested soils.

The College of 
Agriculture and Life 
Sciences (CALS) at Cornell 
University has long been 
the first line of defense 
against the doomsday 
scenario of total crop 
failure and the subsequent 
consequences for state, 
national, and interna-
tional agriculture. The 
pest was first discovered 
in New York State in 1941.

Over the past seven 
decades, the nation’s 
only Golden Nematode 
Quarantine facility at 
Cornell – a collaborative 
effort by the university, 
and state and federal 
agricultural agencies – has 
largely controlled this 
threat through quarantine 
and regulatory efforts, as 
well as the development of 
resistant potato varieties 
and management plans. 

To date, the facility has 
successfully developed 
over 20 types of nema-
tode-resistant potatoes.

Several years ago, 
however, the discovery of 
a new race of the golden 
nematode jeopardized 
the facility’s ongo-
ing success. It called for 
state and federal invest-
ment to modernize it.

Gary Mahany, a 
prominent Steuben 
County grower and past 
director of the Empire 
State Potato Growers 
Inc. reached out to me 
directly and I welcomed 
the opportunity to work 
with New York’s grow-
ers, university officials, 
and legislative colleagues 
to secure the neces-
sary state investment.

The bottom line was 
straightforward: We could 
not risk the survival of our 
potato industry because 
we failed to contain the 
industry’s greatest threat.

That work is now com-
plete and we celebrated it 
recently with a ribbon cut-
ting at the new facility on 
the Cornell campus. The 
goal of the modernized, 
state-of-the-art Golden 
Nematode Quarantine 
Facility is to ensure the 

integrity of past contain-
ment efforts and to con-
tinue fostering the research
(and control strategies) 
fundamental to prevent-
ing future outbreaks.

Kathryn J. Boor, the 
Ronald P. Lynch Dean of 
CALS, said, “With the new 
state-of-the-art research 
equipment, we will be 
able to better mitigate 
new threats from nema-
todes and maintain the 
stability and success of 
New York agriculture.”

In fact, Cornell’s efforts 
throughout the past 
century to contain this 
threat, and to conduct the 
research and develop-
ment that will always be 
the front line of protec-
tion for our regional 
growers and farmers 
throughout New York 
State and the nation, 
has been remarkable.

Of the new facil-
ity, Gary Mahany says, 
“Cornell has always had 
the brain trust for dealing 
with the nematodes.”

Indeed, it is the gold 
standard of this criti-
cal work and we can be 
rightfully proud that it 
is carried on, effectively 
and successfully, right 
here in our region. 

T O M  O ’ M A R A  |  5 8 T H  D I S T R I C T

Nothing ‘golden’ about this pest

L E T T E R S  T O  T H E  E D I T O R

First Amendment

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment 
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the 
right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to peti-
tion the Government for a redress of grievances.

Stop Sign Awareness 
Month needed

 To the Editor,
I would like to write 

a letter regarding stop-
ping at stop signs.

We seem to have a cer-
tain month dedicated to 
keep us aware of some 
important aspect of driv-
ing. May is usually Click 
it or ticket; April is alco-
hol awareness and work 
zone awareness month.

I would like to express 
my concern and maybe 
we should have a new one 
and the Corning-Painted 
Post area can be the first 
to have a national aware-
ness month and the police 
agencies can call it Stop 
Sign Awareness Month.

September would be 
a good month with the 
students going back to 
school and extremely busy 
times for everyone after 
the summer months.

I cannot believe the 
number of people that 
do not stop for stop 
signs as they learned 
in driver education 
classes or being taught 
at home how to drive.

Everyone needed to do 
the above on your driver’s 
road test or would lose 
points on the exam and 
possibly if fostered a dan-
gerous action could fail 
the privilege of driving a 
motor vehicle on New York 
State highways and roads.

When approach-
ing a stop sign: 1) stop 
completely 2) look left, 
right and left 3) proceed 
to drive with caution.

The people that I have 
observed driving and not 
stopping for stop signs, just 
drive like it was not even 
there or make the what I call 
a quick drive-through stop 
maneuver at the stop sign.

The New York State 
vehicle traffic law 1172a 
states for running a stop 
sign or not full complete 
stop there can be 1) $150 
fine 2) 3 points on your 
license 3) $88-$93 sur-
charge 4) second and third 
violations can increase 
fines/surcharges, plus 
possible jail time.

Conclusion: 1) leave 
early, 2) do not rush, 3) 
avoid distractions when 
driving (texting, makeup, 
shaving, eating, etc) or 
you next stop could be 

in court, the hospital or 
at the funeral home.

Fran Avagliano, Corning 

Whitehouse will be 
proactive leader

 To the Editor,
Elizabeth Whitehouse 

is off and running for 
Corning mayor.

Noted for her vitality 
and creativity, she knows 
how to realize dreams.

Big on her agenda is 
global climate change. As 
she says, “To avoid climate 
catastrophe, every human 
on earth, every business 
and every community 
must act now to cool the 
planet. So far, Corning has 
changed some light bulbs.”

Corning needs more 
such proactive leaders.

Elizabeth has been cre-
ating solutions for years. 
She says, “It’s not difficult. 
Small changes multiplied 
millions of times make 
enormous changes.”

She is sure Corning can 
be part of that: “Let's green 
the city so that it is not 
only more attractive, but 
also a place that regener-
ates biodiversity and draws 
down carbon. Let's be the 
change the world needs.”

Walking the walk, she 
holds Repair, Composting, 
etc. workshops at her 51 
Bridge St. headquarters.

Elizabeth is an activ-
ist, environmentalist and 
teacher. She is a Master 
Gardener and compos-
ter who shares her skills 
with others and helps to 
beautify Corning with 
plants. She is active in the 
arts community and has 
published five books.

Although she has trav-
eled widely and lived in 
four countries, her home-
sweet-home is Corning.

Her lapel sports her 
personal and campaign 
slogan, “Be Nice. It’s 
A Better Way.” Check 
out her website.

As mayor, Elizabeth 
Whitehouse will make 
the Crystal City shine as 
it helps make the world a 
better world. By enhanc-
ing our sense of community 
through positive actions 
like reducing waste, she will 
help Corning stand out as 
a Little City that Could.

Karen Biesanz, Corning

PARKING IS AVAILABLE IN THE CMOG PARKING LOT.

CIRG Meeting 
Wed., August 14th • 9:30 am

  

PEAT MOSS
3.8 Cubic Foot Bale

$999 
Wade’s Farm & Home Inc.

94 Front St., Addison • 607-359-2424

plus tax
Only

Fri. 8/9            3:30, 6:30, 9:15
Sat. 8/10            3:30, 6:30, 9:15
Sun. 8/11             3:30, 6:30
Mon. 8/12              3:30, 6:30
Tues. 8/13            Closed
Wed. & Thurs.             3:30, 6:30

(Keegan-Michael Key, Seth Rogen, Donald Glover)
THE LION KING
Fri. 8/9            3:15, 6:15, 8:45
Sat. 8/10            3:15, 6:15, 8:45
Sun. 8/11            3:15, 6:15
Mon. 8/12            3:15, 6:15
Tues. 8/13            Closed
Wed. & Thurs.            3:15, 6:15

(Dwayne Johnson, Jason Statham, Idris Elba)

Fast and Furious Presents: 
Hobbs and Shaw

PG-13  (2 Hr 14 Min) 

COMING SOON
The Angry Birds Movie 2 - Friday August 16th

17 W. Market Street (In Corning’s Gaffer District) 
MOVIE PHONE: 607-654-7393

NOW OFFERING: ONLINE TICKET SALES!!!
Go to www.corningpalacetheater.com 

for details & skip the line wait!!

LAST CHANCE
TO SEE!

PG  (1 Hr 58 Min) 

Voted the Reader’s Choice Awards Favorite 
Movie Theatre since 2013 

Show Schedule for Fri. 8/9-Thurs. 8/15
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