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OPINION
L E T T E R S  T O  T H E  E D I T O R

It is an exciting and 
incredibly timely 
development, 

to put it mildly.
I’m focusing this week 

— because it deserves all 
of the attention it gets — 
on Corning Incorporated’s 
recent announcement 
that its new “Valor 
Glass” project will create 
nearly 200 local jobs 
over the next few years. 
We’re talking about good 
manufacturing (and 
research and develop-
ment) jobs at the Corning 
Innovation Support 
Center in Big Flats and the 
company’s Research and 
Development Facility at 
Sullivan Park in 
Erwin.

“Valor” seems a per-
fect designation for this 
effort, synonymous as this 
word is with boldness, 
dauntlessness, and deter-
mination – all of which 
have been fundamental 
qualities of the Corning 
story since its found-
ing in 1851. As written in 
Corning’s statement of its 
guiding values, “Corning 
is a leader, not a fol-
lower. Our history and 
our culture impel us to 
seek a leadership role in 
our markets, our multiple 
technologies, our manu-
facturing processes, our 
management practices, 
and our financial perfor-
mance. The goods and 
services we produce are 
never merely ordinary 
and must always be truly 
useful.”

This has been true 
since Corning produced 
the first glass bulbs for 
Thomas Edison's light 
and the Pyrex baking 
dish right up to today's 
optical fiber and Gorilla 
glass.

Now, with Valor 
Glass, Corning 
Incorporated is lead-
ing the way once more in 
cutting-edge research, 
global innovation, and 
the high-tech advanced 
manufacturing that will 
ultimately define the 21st 

Century economy in so 
many fundamental ways.

Once again, the 
Southern Tier region is at 
the heart of the company’s 
progress. 

Corning’s develop-
ment and manufacturing 
of Valor Glass right here 
in the Chemung Valley 
is a focal point of the 
corporation’s overall, 
comprehensive strategy 
to invest $500 million 
and create 1,000 new 
jobs nationally, which 
is just the beginning of 
what the company 
intends to be billions of 
dollars in new investment 
and thousands of new 
high-tech jobs moving 
forward.

Valor Glass is 
described as a “21st-
century glass to protect 
medicines.” 

It is a revolutionary 
advance in pharmaceuti-
cal glass packaging. 

The product addresses 
challenges in the glass 
injectable pharmaceutical 
market, thereby enhanc-
ing patient protections as 
well as access to medi-
cines essential for public 
health.

Its production right here 
in our region reaffirms, 
as New York Governor 
Andrew Cuomo noted at 
the recent announcement, 
that “Corning has been a 
beacon of enterprise and 
innovation.”

Corning CEO 
Wendell Weeks said, 
“Valor Glass was invented 
right here in the Southern 
Tier so it is only fitting our 
first significant manu-
facturing operation be 
located here… I believe 
the future of our commu-
nity is brighter than 
ever.”

Lucky for us.
Perhaps most fortunate 

of all, the production 
of this new Valor Glass 
line goes a long way in 
further solidifying the 
Southern Tier as a hub for 
innovation and advanced 
manufacturing. 

There is simply no 
overstating that posi-
tion during an era when 
regions around the state, 
the nation, and the 
world will seek to secure a 
strong place in the emerg-
ing economies of the 
future.

Yes, Valor Glass is 
creating good local 
jobs. 

Yes, Valor Glass 
will spark valuable 
spinoff economic 
opportunities.

However, the 
optimism for the future 
that Valor Glass inspires 
may be most meaningful 
of all.

Now we need to keep 
building on it.

We need to keep 
establishing the 
partnerships between 
local schools and local 
industries that will 
produce the necessary 
workforce, the fundamen-
tal pool of talent needed to 
keep this growth moving 
forward.

We need to keep devel-
oping our communities as 
places where people want 
to live, work, and raise 
families.

We need to keep
making the investments 
and putting in place the 
public policies (i.e., tax 
relief and regulatory 
reform) at the state level 
that strengthen New 
York’s overall business 
climate and, conse-
quently, encourage 
more and more of this 
type of private-sector 
activity, expansion, and 
growth.
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In a word, new project 
signals economic optimism

We need to keep making the investments 
and putting in place the public policies (i.e., 
tax relief and regulatory reform) at the state level 
that strengthen New York’s overall business climate 
and, consequently, encourage more and more of 
this type of private-sector activity, expansion, and 
growth.

Motivated by truth

To the editor,
The other morning 

I woke with the word 
TRUTH and its acrostic 
puzzle flooding my mind, 
then believed it should be 
shared.

May our words, 
thoughts and lives be:

(T)ruth telling — (R)
ightfully right — (U)
prightly uplifting — (T)
otally trustworthy, and — 
(H)onorably honest,

For all to know and see 
TRUTH may it reside in 
you and me.

Yes, TRUTH speaks; All 
things; At all times; Alto
gether; Accurate; Never 
fearing.

For God is near
Our TRUTH to reveal.
May we keep unvar-

nished TRUTH in our 
lives, and may it be genu-
ine and reliable.

Trust and believe; We’ll 
receive; A life worth 
living; For all to see.

Be TRUTHful.

Elouise Hults,
Beaver Dams

NY needs to protect water

To the Editor,

Earlier this year, 
Governor Cuomo 
established the New 
York State Drinking 
Water Quality Council 
to determine what 
courses of action the 
state should take in 
protecting our most 
vital resource.

The Council is 
responsible for making 
sure that our commu-
nities have access to 
clean and healthy 
drinking water while 
also addressing other 
major water quality 
issues, including 
setting limits on extraor-
dinarily dangerous and 
currently unregulated 
contaminants that 
have been linked to 
increased risks of 
various cancers, hor-
monal disorders, and 
birth defects.

In the face of crumbling 
water infrastructure, 
the presence of toxic 
and industrial pollution, 
and the slashing of the 
EPA at the federal level, it 
is more crucial than ever 
that New York

takes the strongest 
measures toward pro-
tecting every water 
supply throughout the 
state.

We as New Yorkers 
must use our voice to 
urge the New York 
State Drinking Water 
Quality Council to 
put forth the strictest 
health standards 
for unregulated water 
contaminants, to 
grant our water infra-
structure an adequate 
budget for improvement 
and safety, and to 
guarantee that we know 
what is in our drinking 
water. 

This council has 
been granted an 
enormous task, and the 
public must be part of 
the process to ensure 
that it is fully 
completed.

The New York 
State Drinking Water 
Quality Council is taking 
public comments via 
email, at dwqc@health.
ny.gov.

To learn more about 
the quality of your 
community’s water, 
visit www.nypirg.org/
whatsinmywater.

Ethan Gormley
NYPIRG, Local Organizer

A tax reform history lesson

To the Editor,

A wise man once 
said that if you don’t 
learn from history 
you’re doomed to repeat 
it. 

Yet that’s exactly 
what the Republican 
House and Senate are 
about to do with their 
respective tax reform 
packages, which may 
not produce the robust 
growth they promise to 
deliver.

There is much to 
support in both 
versions: lowering 
the corporate tax, 
increasing the standard 
deduction and increas-
ing the child tax credit, to 
name a few.

But what both plans 
fail to do is to substan-
tially cut marginal tax 
rates for the highest 
earners. 

We should fully 
protect private property 
rights, even those of 
our most well-off 

citizens. 
I can hear the lamenta-

tions of the left already: 
that’s a giveaway to the 
rich! 

Ah no, we’re not 
giving them anything: 
it was their money to 
begin with, because they 
earned it.

There are practical 
reasons for proposing 
tax cuts for high 
earners. 

High earners can put 
more money at risk, 
because they can afford 
to lose it.

Therefore, they risk 
their money to make 
more money, in ventures 
that employ thousands 
and create opportunities 
for regular folks where 
none existed before. They 
create jobs.

History has proven that 
tax cuts for high earners 
expand opportunity for 
all. 

President Coolidge cut 
taxes on the top earn-
ers from 73% to 24%. 
Everyone else’s taxes 
were also cut. 

The result? 
By the end of 

Coolidge’s term, 
98% of Americans 
paid NO income 
taxes. 

The rich paid it all. Per 
capita income increased 
by 30%. 

Unemployment 
averaged 3.3%. Gross 
National Product, a mea-
sure of economic growth, 
grew at a faster rate than 
ever in U.S. history. 
The roaring 20s roared 
because of the Coolidge 
tax cuts.

Conservatives 
must always teach why 
their ideas will work, 
because they have 
worked, and other insti-
tutions (academia and 
the news media) will not 
say it.

Republicans have 
surrendered two 
important principles 
out of abject fear of 
criticism: one, no matter 
what your income level, 
your earnings are your 
property. 

Two, tax cuts for all 
creates prosperity, as 
proven by the Coolidge, 
Kennedy and Reagan tax 
cuts in the 1920s, 1960s 
and 1980s.

Mike Morrongiello
South Corning Crystal Cinemas 8           

NOW SHOWING:

Painted Post, Exit 49 Off I-86
607-937-5008 • www.crystalcinemas8.com

Matinees: Sat. 12/9-Sun. 12/10 
and Wed. 12/13

Eves: Sun. 12/10-Thurs.12/14

Thor Ragnarok (PG13)
[1:30] 4:15, 7:00*

Star Wars: The Last Jedi (PG13) 
7:45**, 9:30**

A Bad Moms Christmas (R) - 7:05*
The Star (PG) - [11:45, 2:00] 4:45

Star Wars: The Last Jedi 3D
 (PG13) - 7:00**

Justice League (PG13) 
[11:30, 2:00] 4:30, 7:00

Roman J. Israel, Esq. (PG13) 
[1:15] 4:10, 6:50, 9:30**

Murder on the Orient Express (PG13)
[11:30, 2:00] 4:30, 7:00, 9:30**

Wonder (PG) 
[11:30, 2:00] 4:30, 7:00, 9:30**

Daddy’s Home 2 (PG13) 
[11:45, 2:15] 4:45*, 7:15*

Ferdinand (PG) - 5:00**, 7:15**, 9:35**
Disney’s COCO (PG) 

[11:30, 2:00] 4:30, 7:00, 9:30**
* THURSDAY 12/14 ONLY

**EXCEPT THURSDAY 12/4

SCHEDULE YOUR HEAT CHECK OR TUNE UP

EPA CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS 
SERVING THE TWIN TIERS 

Call 936-4328
Ext. 299

Your Pre-Season Tune Up Includes:
• Check Pilot & Ignition System

• Check Thermostat or Primary Controller
• Check Secondary Controller • Check Motors & Bearings

• Check Belts, Couplers, Filters
• Check Condition of Wiring

• Check Condition of Vent Pipe & Gas Pipe
• Check Flu Gas Analysis

• Check Reading of Chimney Draft
• Check Amp Draw of Motor • Check Manifold Pressure Reading

• Check Input Rating Plate Timed CF/HR

$89.95
plus tax

CALL TODAY!

WITH AN1/2 PRICE Y
OTHER CHECK SERVICE (ie FIREPLACES).
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STAFF BOX

A BAD MOMS CHRISTMAS
R  (1Hr 44 Min) (Mila Kunis, Kristen Bell, Kathryn Hahn)

CHARITY EVENTS

STAR WARS : THE LAST JEDI
(Daisy Ridley, John Boyega, Mark Hamill) PG-13  (2Hr 32 Min) 

Voted the Reader’s Choice Awards Favorite 
Movie Theatre since 2013 

Show Schedule for Fri. 12/8 - Thurs. 12/14
*****NOW ACCEPTING ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS*****

17 W. Market Street (In Corning’s Gaffer District) 
MOVIE PHONE: 607-654-7393

NOW OFFERING: ONLINE TICKET SALES!!!
Go to www.corningpalacetheater.com for details & skip the line wait!!

COCO
(Anthony Gonzalez, Gael García Bernal, Benjamin Bratt) PG (2H  7Min) 
Fri. 12/8                                 6:15, 8:45
Sat. 12/9                      3:15, 6:15, 8:45
Sun. 12/10                      3:15, 6:15
Mon. 12/11                                                                            6:15
Tues. 12/12                                           *Prostate Cancer Fundraiser
Wed. 12/13                                 6:15

( 1 Week only!) 
Fri. 12/8                                 6:30, 9:00
Sat. 12/9                      3:30, 6:30, 9:00
Sun. 12/10                      3:30, 6:30
Mon. 12/11                                                                            6:30
Tues. 12/12                                           *Prostate Cancer Fundraiser
Wed. 12/13                                 6:30

Annual Prostate Cancer Foundation Fundraiser
Sponsored by The Witch’s Stitches

Tues. Dec.12th at 7pm Showing “It’s a Wonderful Life”

Prostate Cancer Foundation.

         (No Passes) Tickets on sale NOW!! 
Thurs. 12/14                                            7:00

20# LP Tank
Refill

$$999
Plus Tax

Wade’s Farm & Home Inc.
94 Front St., Addison • 607-359-2424


