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Getting back to unfinished work

he appropriate way
T to open this column

is by applauding
last week's success for the
Southern Tier and Finger
Lakes Regional Economic
Development Councils
(REDCs) in the state's
seventh-annual local
economic development
competition.

These new initiatives
mark, once again, the
beginning of vital job
growth projects region-
ally. In fact, the diligence
of so many local leaders
-- including Southern
Tier REDC Co-Chair
Tom Tranter of Corning
Incorporated - - has stood
out since 2011. Council
members have worked
side by side, step by step,
to develop and implement
short- and long-term
strategies for a stron-
ger economic future. It
remains up to every leader,
at every level, to put these
incredible resources to
effective use.

The 2018 session of the
State Legislature gets
underway on January 3
with Governor Andrew

Cuomo's eighth State of
the State address. The
governor will address the
Legislature in person this
year, which he did not do
last year when he snubbed
the Legislature and broke
atime-honored tradition.
Let's hope this bodes well
for better, more coopera-
tive relations.

The state government
fiscal outlook is not so
rosy. The state faces a
budget deficit which will
leave the governor and
Legislature hard choices,
to say the least, especially
at a time when the need
for resources remains
so urgent in so many
areas including health
care, infrastructure, and
education.

The coming year, in
other words, calls for
identifying and hold-
ing fast to fundamental
priorities.

First, in my view, New
York State still has not
fully tackled the nuts-and-
bolts challenges of high
property taxes, overregu-
lation, jobloss, and overall
economic decline across
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far too many upstate New
York communities and
regions.

Staying on the jobs
front. We have to remain
focused on manufactur-
ing as the backbone of
economic revitalization.
Corning Incorporated's
recent "Valor Glass"
announcement is a bright
spot heading into the New
Year, together with last
week's regional council
awards to local manufac-
turers including SEPAC in
Elmira, Beecher Emission
Solution Technologies
in Big Flats, Golden
Age Cheese Company
in Painted Post, Lucky
Hare Brewing in Schuyler
County, and Southern
Tier Hemp Processing
in Binghamton to help
expand production and
create solid manufac-
turing jobs across the
Southern Tier and Finger

Lakes region.
Furthermore, I believe
it's important to stress
that regulatory and tax
reforms over the past
few years have sparked
astounding growth in
many agriculture- and
tourism-related sectors.
The latest figures show
that the Craft New York
Act, which in 2014 imple-
mented a range of tax and
regulatory reforms, has
resulted in the opening
of 35 cideries, 60 winer-
ies and farm wineries, 67
craft distillers, and 178
craft breweries. These
340 new businesses
include 260 farm-based
producers utilizing locally
sourced ingredients. The
number of craft beverage
producers has increased
in every region, with the
Finger Lakes leading the
way and the Southern Tier
not far behind. New York

State now ranks in the
top five nationally for the
number of craft beverage
producers in every cat-
egory: fourth for both the
total number of wineries
and breweries, second
for the number of craft
distillers, and first for
the number of hard cider
producers. It has meant
thousands of new jobs and
more than a $3-billion
overall economic impact.
This growth is impor-
tant to highlight because
it delivers a message: Tax
and regulatory reform
actions work. I remain
hopeful that continued
proof of their ongoing
success in the agricultural
sectors just highlighted
will encourage the expan-
sion of similar actions to
other potential job-growth
sectors of the economy.
What about high prop-
erty taxes? Despite the
governor's promises to
the contrary at the very
beginning of his admin-
istration, we simply have
not done nearly enough
to transform the state-
local partnership through

meaningful mandate relief,
which is the only real path
toreducing (not just con-
trolling the growth of) the
burden on local property
taxpayers for the long
term.

Lastly, but far from
least - - in truth, most
importantly of all -- on
asocietal, community-
based level we continue to
face a public health crisis
surrounding heroin and
opioids, meth, and other
illegal drugs destroying
lives, threatening commu-
nities and neighborhoods,
and overburdening sys-
tems of criminal justice,
health care, and social
services.

It has been said many
times by many different
people in many differ-
ent places, but it's always
worth repeating: It will
continue to take every
community institution to
confront this terrible cycle
of addiction, violence, and
tragedy -- and that will
include the ongoing work
of the Senate Task Force
on Heroin on which I serve
as amember.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Good people to the rescue
when car won’t start

To the Editor,

On Wed. Dec. 6, 2017,
my wife and I made
our yearly trip to the
Arnot Mall to engage in
our annual Christmas
Shopping.

After we finished one
round of shopping, we
went to our car in hopes of
continuing elsewhere. To
our disappointment, our

COUNTRY STORE

536-7562 * 1427 Voak Rd, Penn Yan (4 mi. west of Penn Yan
on Rte. 364, turn right on Voak Rd., 2nd place on right)

PRE-INVENTORY SALE

15% OFF STOREWIDE
December 18-22
(excluding all fabrics, quilts, batting,
and homemade consignments)
Fill Your Carhartt, Muck, Duofold, Kinco,
Houseware & Gift Needs...and More.

Note: 10% Off Quilt Fabrics
December 26-30

Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-5; Fri 9-8; Sat 9-4; Closed Sunday

car simply would not start.

We knew our battery
was down so we decided
to goto Mooney's to have
lunch and figure out our
next move. We sat at the
bar as there didn't seem to
be any free tables for two.

Imentioned to the bar-
tender about our problem
and he said "no problem,
we can help you."

He was visiting with a
young gentleman at the
other end of the bar so he
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said to us, the guy down
there will help me and we
will get your car going.

It turned out the young
man was the owner of
Mooney's.

The second gentleman
took our car keys and
got the car running and
brought it right to the
front door of the restau-
rant. The were life savers
for us at the moment.

And they say there
are no good people, well
these two gentlemen from
Mooney's saved the day.

Make sure you visit
Mooney's. Besides being
Angels in disguise, they
serve fantastic food and
great service.

Merry Christmas to
Mooney's Restaurant and
staff.

Fran and Sue McKinney
Bath

Crystal Cinemas 8

NOW SHOWING:
Matinees: Fri. 12/15-Tues. 12/19
Eves: Sun 15-Tues. 12/19

Star Wars: The Last Jedi (PG13)
[11:45, 1:00, 3:00] 4:15, 6:15, 7:30, 9:30
Wonder (PG)

[11:10, 1:45] 4:20, 7:00, 9:30
Justice League (PG13)
[11:00] 3:50, 8:35
The Star (PG) - [1:45] 6:30
Murder on the Orient Express
(PG13) - [11:30] 7:00*
Jumaniji: Welcome to the Jungle
(PG13) - 7:00**, 9:35**
Daddy’s Home 2 (PG13)
[2:10] 4:35, 9:30*

Star Wars: The Last Jedi 3D
(PG13) - [11:00, 2:15] 5:30, 8:45
Ferdinand (PG)

[11:15, 1:45] 4:15, 6:45, 9:10
Disney’s COCO (PG)
[11:30, 2:00] 4:30, 7:00, 9:30
* TUESDAY 12/19 ONLY
**EXCEPT TUESDAY 12/19

Painted Post, Exit 49 0ff 1-86
607-937-5008 « wwwi.crystalcinemas8.com

..............................

..............

Voted the Reader’s Choice Awards Favorite
Movie Theatre since 2013
Show Schedule for Fri. 12/15-Thurs. 12/21

**********

STAR WARS : THE LAST JEDI

(Daisy Ridley, John Boyega, Mark Hamill)  PG-13 (2Hr 32 Min)

6:15,9:15
3:15, 6:15,9:15
3:15,6:15,9:15
3:15,6:15,9:15

CLOSED
3:15,6:15,9:15

FERDINAND

(John Cena, Kate McKinnon, Bobby Cannavale) ~ Rated PG (1 HR 46 Min)

6:30, 8:45
3:30, 6:30, 8:45
3:30, 6:30, 8:45
3:30, 6:30, 8:45
Tues.12/19 CLOSED
Wed. & Thurs. 3:30, 6:30, 8:45

17 W. Market Street (In Corning's Gaffer District)
MOVIE PHONE: 607-654-7393

Mon. 12/18

NOW OFFERING: ONLINE TICKET SALES!!!
Go to www.corningpalacetheater.com
for details & skip the line wait!!

Underage drinking, a
problem in Schuyler County

Dear Editor,

Iam worried about our
underage drinking prob-
lem in Schuyler County. I
learned alot about under -
age drinking at a Lead and
Seed training I recently
attended.

According to the most
current Schuyler County
data 47.7% of 7th through
12th grade students report
using alcohol at some
point in their life and 15%
report using it in the past 30
days. Most kids who drink
alcohol begin doing it in
7th and 8th grade. That is
way too young and totally
illegal. Not to mention
kids who begin drinking
alcohol before they are 15
are 5 times more likely to
have alcohol problems as an
adult.

The Schuyler County
Coalition on Underage
Drinking and Drugs
(SCCUDD) and Schuyler
Teens against Alcohol,
Nicotine, and other Drugs
(STAND) would like to
remind everyone that pro-
viding alcohol to kids under
the age of 21isillegal. I
would also like tolet all kids
know that drinking when
you are not 21isillegal and
totally bad for your brain.
Your brain may not develop
how it is supposed to if you
drink alcohol when you are
akid.

I'want people tolearn
more about the danger of
underage drinking and what
they can doif they do have
adrinking problem. Along
with SCCUDD, the students
from STAND are going
to continue to inform the
community about underage
drinking.
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I Comfort Is Our Business

Service, Heating, Cooling, Fire Place, Water

Call 936-4328

EPA CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS
SERVING THE TWIN TIERS
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If you or someone you
know needs help because
of underage alcohol use
or you would like more
information you can con-
tact the Finger Lakes Area
Counseling & Recovery
Agency (FLACRA) online at
https://www.flacra.org or
by phone 315-462-9466 or
the Council on Alcoholism
and Addictions of the Finger
Lakes online at http://
councilonalcoholismfin-
gerlakes.org or by phone
315-789-0310. For more
information, or to become
involved with SCCUDD,
visit SCCUDD online at
www.schuylercounty.us/
sccudd, or follow SCCUDD
on Facebook and Twitter.

Merissa Green

SCCUDD Member, STAND
Youth Student at Bradford
CcSD
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Answer :
OBLONG MORALE

A SWIVEL
ACCENT EYEFUL

KNOTTY
When the baby’s first words were
“da-da...da-da,” the father
exclaimed —

NOW YOU'RE
TALKIN!

50# Black Oil
Sunflower Seed

Only $19%,} tax

Wade’s Farm & Home Inc.
94 Front St., Addison ¢ 607-359-2424
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NOW ON THE INSTALLATION OF

| State of the Art Clearion Water Softener
System or RO Units

« Buy or rent, FREE - Two Months rent

- FREE - 3 Bags Of Salt
I - FREE Bypass

« FREE service while you rent

- American Made

*Some of the rents will apply

toward the purchase.

Reverse Osmosis I
;_‘l I

Clearion 2300

cALLTODAY FOR A FREE IN-HOME WATER ANALYSIS

L__________J



