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OPINION

I t can be frustrating to 
have to keep banging 
the proverbial drum 

of opposition when the 
right thing to do seems 
crystal clear. There’s 
no choice in New York 
State government now.

Another week of the 
legislative session goes 
by yet, despite story after 
story after real life story 
from our streets and 
neighborhoods, Governor 
Andrew Cuomo and the 
extreme-liberal, downstate 
leaders of the Legislature 
take no action to fix what is 
so obviously a broken (and 
dangerous) bail reform law.

There are plenty of 
reactions to their inaction. 
Take your pick. I’ll take 
former New York Police 
Department Commissioner 
Bill Bratton, who gets 
straight to the point, “What 
the hell were they thinking 
about in Albany when they 
crafted this mind-boggling 
set of limitations on the 
criminal justice system?”

What were they think-
ing, yes, but also, What are 
they thinking now? The law 
took effect on Jan. 1. There 
has been a daily drum-
beat of opposition from 
law enforcement, district 
attorneys, judges, elected 
officials, and everyday 
citizens fearful of the con-
sequences. Consequences, 

by the way, that continue to 
mount and already include 
the deaths of innocent 
victims by repeat offend-
ers set free under this 
irresponsible new law.

It bears repeating: It 
should be clear to any 
reasonable person that “No 
Bail” reform as it stands 
puts public safety at risk.

Unfortunately, there 
appears no place for reason 
in this Legislature under 
one-party, downstate 
Democrat control in a party 
where those pushing a 
Democrat Socialist, radi-
cally progressive agenda 
have dropped anchor and 
are firmly moored within 
the highest levels of New 
York decision making.

Make no mistake their 
agenda favors criminals 
over crime victims. It is 
an agenda disdainful of 
a commonsense tenet of 
public safety: some crimi-
nals belong behind bars. It 
is an agenda so clearly out 
of step with the legislative 
district I represent but that 
nevertheless forces us to 
face its consequences.

Governor Cuomo let 
another week go by with-
out demanding change 
– another week that pro-
duced another string of 
victims. The Democrat 
majority leader of the 
Senate and the Democrat 
Speaker of the Assembly 
allowed their chambers 
to gavel out without tak-
ing action. Unbelievably, 
however, the Senate 
Democrat majority did 
find time to begin pushing 
their next criminal justice 
reform: automatic parole 

hearings for every inmate 
who turns 55 while in 
prison, even those serving 
a sentence of life without 
parole for horrific, violent 
crimes inflicted on society.

The advocates of the new 
“No Bail” reform, for their 
part, stepped up an already 
aggressive campaign to 
push the position legisla-
tive leaders are clinging 
to: No changes needed.

“No Bail” has become 
the poster for the pitfalls 
of one-party control of 
government where checks 
and balances are thrown 
out the window or, to put 
it another way, crimi-
nals walk out the door.

Remember that when 
the Legislature enacted 
bail reform, not a single 
Republican in the Senate or 
Assembly voted for it. Last 
week, many of us began 
offering constituents an 
online petition to join our 
fight for repealing the law.

We will keep deliver-
ing the message that this 
is bad public policy. It’s 
dangerous and it will get 
worse. Our communi-
ties and the law enforce-
ment community as a 
whole deserve better.

We will keep highlight-
ing the danger and keep 
pushing for a common-
sense, safer, more work-
able solution that achieves 
necessary reform but that 
protects public safety as 
priority number one.

To sign our petition, 
visit my Senate website: 
www.omara.nysenate.
gov and click on the 
“Repeal Bail Reform” 
icon on the home page.
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What are they thinking?

Problems between US and 
Iran

To the Editor,
Our mass media has 

been negligent in review-
ing the history of the 
problems between the 
United States and Iran.

Considering our pres-
ent conflict with Iran, 
nowhere have I seen or 
heard any indication of 
this history: neither in 
newspapers, TV nor radio.

After World War II, Iran 
showed a great admira-
tion for the United States 
as a democratic republic 
and the constitutional 
principles for which it 
stood. They formulated 
a constitution similar to 
the one they saw gov-
erning the United States 
and they had a free and 
open election in which 
Mosaddeq was elected 
their first president.

His administration was 
similar in many ways 
to that of Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, somewhat 
left of center. In 1953, 
Dwight Eisenhower was 
our president. He worked 
with the CIA to bring 
about a coup to remove 
Mosaddeq from office.

This country saw fit to 
install a shah in his place. 
Mohammad Reza Pahlavi 
became the shah of Iran. 
His reign was one of ter-
ror during which many 

people died or escaped 
to other countries and 
Iran was no longer a 
democratic republic.

That is the history that 
we seem to forget. What 
would be the reaction of 
the citizens of this coun-
try if another country 
saw fit to manipulate our 
government in this way?

Why does Iran have 
ill feelings towards the 
United State? When the 
history of our past is 
known, it is obvious.

Unfortunately the hands 
of our government are 
not always clean when 
it comes to our behavior 
towards other nations. 
If we do not learn from 
past history, we will 
probably repeat it.

Ruth S. Young, Horseheads

Praise for Gov. Cuomo

To the Editor,
Whose goal in NY 

State is fighting hate and 
helping the planet?

Would that other politi-
cians would look at what’s 
important to our future, 
the lives of all of us as 
well as our Planet Earth.

Then on the other hand, 
we have State Rep. Tom 
O’Mara who writes a 
humongous opinion which 
simply put goes on and 
on and on and on and on. 
He definitely exceeds the 

limit of the word limit 
put on most of us while 
saying the same thing 
over and over and over.

Why not give the new 
laws on bail a chance? 
We also see many people 
incarcerated at a huge 
cost without giving 
them an opportunity 
to do better. We don’t 
need to overcrowd our 
jails and prisons.

But, hey, I side with 
the “downstate legisla-
tors” who are willing 
to be more humane.

How about you Mr. 
O’Mara? How long will we 
wait until the GOP wakes 
up and realizes we are in 
climate crisis no matter 
the reason. How long will 
we wait until the GOP 
realizes we have a criminal
in the White House who is 
trying to get us into a war.

How long do we have 
to wait until the biggest 
liar in the oval office is 
gone and we can help 
the people at the border 
who are looking for a 
new, safe way of life but 
who are being abused 
by supposed officials?

Will we have to wait 
another four years for 
our democracy to be 
destroyed by bigotry, 
white nationalism, 
hubris and greed?

How long Mr. O’Mara?

Flo Fender, Pine Valley
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 Tom O’Mara

EXTENDED HOURS 8 A.M. TO 10 P.M. 
ON SATURDAY 18 AND SUNDAY 19

SATURDAY, JAN. 18 
THROUGH MONDAY, 
JAN. 20, 2020 ONLY!

FRIENDS
FAMILY

&

*Promotional offer valid on pre-tax purchases from Big Lots stores and biglots.com only. 
Limit one coupon per customer, per transaction. Offer does not apply to shipping charges, 
BIG! Delivery charges, previous transactions, price holds, non-purchases such as rentals, 
deposits, or charitable donations, nor purchases of milk, other dairy, eggs, or gift cards. 
Can be combined with Big Rewards, but not with any other offer, coupon, discount, or 
associate discount. Value is forfeited if item is returned. By attempting to redeem this offer, 
user unconditionally agrees that all decisions by Big Lots are final regarding interpretation, 
fact, and procedure. Valid only on goods in stock (including special orders). Void where 
prohibited. No cash value or cash back. Coupon may not be sold. Offer valid in stores 
1/18/20 to 1/20/20 open-close, and online from 12:00am 1/18/20 to 8:59am 1/21/20. 
All times are ET. Sunday early open excludes Saraland, AL.
In Paramus, NJ, Sunday offer is valid only online.

NOW ALSO BUY ONLINE! Discount Automatically Applied at Checkout.

PRESENT THIS COUPON IN STORE OR USE ONLINE

YOUR ENTIRE 
 PURCHASE*

FRIENDS FAMILY&

Dolittle
(Robert Downey Jr., Antonio Banderas, Michael Sheen) PG (1Hr 46 Min) 

NOW OFFERING: ONLINE TICKET SALES!!!
Go to www.corningpalacetheater.com 

Fri. 1/17                     6:15, 8:15
Sat. 1/18            3:15, 6:15, 8:15
Sun. 1/19            3:15, 6:15
Mon. 1/20            3:15, 6:15
Tues. 1/21                     CLOSED
Wed. 1/22           6:15
Thurs. 1/23                      6:15

Bad Boys for Life
(Will Smith, Martin Lawrence, Vanessa Hudgens) R (2Hr 3 Min) 

Fri. 1/17                     6:30, 9:00
Sat. 1/18            3:30, 6:30, 9:00
Sun. 1/19            3:30, 6:30
Mon. 1/20            3:30, 6:30
Tues. 1/21                      CLOSED
Wed. 1/22           6:30
Thurs. 1/23                      6:30

 
MOVIE PHONE: 607-654-7393

    

Show Schedule for  Fri. 1/17  -  Thurs. 1/23
*****NOW ACCEPTING ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS*****

50# Black Oil
Sunflower Seed

  Only $1999 + tax

Wade’s Farm & Home Inc.
94 Front St., Addison • 607-359-2424

PER BAG


