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FRANK ACOMB | GUEST VIEWPOINT

Duane Eddy snub uncalled for

A &
Frank Acomb

uane Eddyisa
Rock and Roll
Hall of Fame

member, Musicians
Hall of Fame member,
and Corning native.

In March of this year,
Inominated Mr. Eddy
tobeinducted into the
Steuben County Hall of
Fame.

Since heis such an
obvious first ballot
choice, I was stunned
tolearn he was not
included in the class of
2019, but I was even
more disheartened
when I discovered that
he apparently did not
have the qualifications
to make it past the very
first committee.

A Rock and Roll Hall
of Fame member and a
Musicians Hall of Fame
member could not
pass the scrutiny of the
Steuben County Hall of
Fame. That statement is
mind-boggling.

Does the committee
feel that an international
rock and roll star is not
prestigious enough for
the Steuben County Hall
of Fame?

If Mr. Eddy does
not qualify on the first
ballot, what exactly are
the lofty qualifications
to make it into the hall?

As aresident of
Steuben County,
think of the missed

opportunities for our

community, such as: his
potential appearance, or
perhaps performance at
the induction ceremony.

Since he recently sold
out numerous perfor-
mances in London, Iam
not exaggerating when
I say our county missed
the national and inter-
national media coverage
that would have ensued
from his induction,
not to mention the
crowds that would have
attended the ceremony
toseealivinglegend.

But therealreasonI
am upset and baffled by
this shortsighted deci-
sion tonot include the
81-year-old, Grammy
winning, creator of the
“Twangy” Guitar sound
into the Steuben County
Hall of Fame is because
of Mr. Eddy’s lifelong
pride in his hometown,
and our apparent blasé
attitude.

Mr. Eddy has spent
an entire legendary and
groundbreaking career
proudly promoting the
fact that he was bornin
Corning, NY. Mr. Eddy
never forgot where he
came from.

Whether in promo-
tional material, album
covers, etc. he has
always made a point to
recognize his birthplace,
and we as a community
have done next to noth-
ing torecognize him.

Can you imagine
how other communi-
ties throughout the
country would seize
on arock and roll
pioneer being born
in their county? Yet

we have no sign, no
plaque, his original
home still stands but
goes ignored and as

we learned last week,
there’s not even a place
for him in the Steuben
County Hall of Fame?

Idonot have the
space in this column
tolist all of Mr. Eddy’s
accomplishments and
accolades but Iwould
encourage you at the
very least tolisten to
“Rebel- ‘Rouser” —
which sold over 3 million
copies, and then think
about the fact that the
man who created that
iconic sound is not
worthy of a first ballot
induction to the Steuben
County Hall of Fame.

I'll conclude with this,
in 1958 as the album
“Have Twangy Guitar
Will Travel” was on its
way to selling over 6
million copies, and in the
process of staying on the
charts for 82 weeks, the
first promotional biog-
raphy was written about
Duane Eddy.

It began like this,
“Perhaps the town of
Corning, New York
isunaware that rock
&roll star, Duane
Eddy, was born there
in1938” and because
of the decision of the
Steuben County Hall of
Fame Committee, that
61-year-old statement
remains true today with
the one exception that it
should omit “perhaps.”

Frank Acomb is the host
of ‘Frankly Speaking’
on News/Talk 1230
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Movie Theatre since 2013

Show Schedule for Fri. 7/5-Thurs. 7/11
NOW ACCEPTING ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

TOY STORY 4

(Keanu Reeves, Christina Hendricks, Tom Hanks) ~ G (1 Hr 40 Min)

Fri. 7/5
Sat.7/6 3:
Sun.7/7
Mon.7/8
Tues. 7/9
Wed. & Thurs.

www.the-leader.com | £

3:15,6:15
3:15,6:15
3:15,6:15
3:15,6:15

(4 DN
(Zendaya, Angourie Rice, Tom Holland)
Fri.7/5
Sat.7/6
Sun.7/7
Mon. 7/8

Tues. 7/9
Wed. & Thurs.

PG-13 (2 Hr 10 Min)

3:30, 6:30,9:15
3:30, 6:30,9:15
3:30,6:30
3:30,6:30
3:30,6:30
3:30,6:30

17 W. Market Street (In Corning's Gaffer District)
MOVIE PHONE: 607-654-7393
NOW OFFERING: ONLINE TICKET SALES!!!
Go to www.corningpalacetheater.com
for details & skip the line wait!!
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" UKE PRESIVENT
TRUMP SA\D, THESE
GUYS SEIZED THE

A\RPORTS FROM THE
BRATISH IN TRE TO0s

TOM O’MARA | 58TH DISTRICT

Restoring some sense
to state government

Tom 0’Mara

any are applaud-
ing the 2019
legislative ses-
sion for its responsiveness
toapolitical agenda near
and dear to the hearts
of those with a far-left
idea of government.

Idon’t share their
enthusiasm. I especially do
not share the same ideas of
what constitute priorities
for state government. In
fact, IThave been outspoken
in my opposition to many
of the new laws approved
this year.

Nevertheless, one action
finally taken on the last
night of this year’s session
was critical. Specifically,
therestoration of $65
million in state “Extreme
Winter Recovery” funding
to assist counties, towns,
and villages regionally
and throughout New York
maintain and repair local
roads and bridges is one of
this session’s few (in my
opinion) highlights.

This funding, allocated
annually over the past
several years through
the state’s Consolidated
Local Street and Highway
Improvement Programs
(CHIPS), was left out
of the 2019-20 state
budget enacted by Gov.
Andrew Cuomo and the
Legislature’s Democratic
majorities in late March.
This year’s final budget
included no additional
funding for CHIPS base

aid AND cut the $65-mil-
lion “Extreme Winter
Recovery” allocation that
has become invaluable to
municipalities.

Together with area
Assemblyman Phil
Palmesano, I denounced
the cuts. Over the past
decade, we have worked
closely with county and
town highway superin-
tendents to help build the
“Local Roads Matter”
advocacy campaign. We
appreciate and understand
how critical this funding
has become tolocalities
across New York.

Moreover, we fought for
its restoration and once
it was finally put back
in place, we said, “The
elimination of this year’s
‘Extreme Winter Recovery’
allocation pulled the
foundation out from under
local roads and bridges
throughout this state. We
are glad it has been restored
because it is the absolute
right thing to do. In a state
budget allocating billions of
dollars, including billions
of dollars alone for down-
state mass transit, local
roads and bridges should
always be a top priority.
One of state government’s
fundamental responsibili-
ties is the improvement and
maintenance of local roads
and bridges.

This ‘Extreme Winter
Recovery’ restoration is
critical but now we need to
get back to work on build-
ing the case that this state
needs to make a stronger
investment inlocal trans-
portation infrastructure for
the sake of local communi-
ties, economies, motorists,
and property taxpayers.

We look forward to

continuing this work.”

We do look forward
to this ongoing work. In
March, over 600 local
highway superintendents
and highway department
employees representing
nearly every region of the
staterallied in Albany as
part of the annual “Local
Roads Matter” effort.

Phil and I have helped
lead the campaign in the
Legislature since 2013 and
have delivered signifi-
cant funding over the past
decade forlocal roads,
bridges, and culverts. It
must continue.

In aMarch 4 letter to the
governor and legislative
leaders, we made the case
for stronger state support,
“Local governments, for
the foreseeable future,
will continue to struggle
to address budgetary
demands in the face of the
state-imposed property
tax cap, rising pension
and health care costs, and
unfunded state mandates,
among other burdens.

Furthermore, despite the
state’s increased commit -
ment to CHIPS since 2013,
base aid has remained stag-
nant over the past seven
years.

There s clearly a com-
pelling case for New York
State to take these pro-
posed steps to address
urgent local transportation
and infrastructure short-
comings, and we believe
it is simply the right thing
todo.

In order to meet the criti-
calinvestment level needed
to maintain and improve
local roads, bridges, and
culverts, a stronger state-
local partnership is the only
answer.”

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

An outrageous
administration

To the Editor, Each day of
the Trump Administration
presents a new outrage, not
only for Americans but for
people around the world who
are compassionate and work
hard to make reality-based
decisions.

The memories of the dark
days when George Bush and
Dick Cheney manufactured
arguments for invading Iraq
after 9/11 seem today like
distant, bad dreams com-
pared tothe nightmare of the
“reality” Donald Trump has
continually manufactured
since he first began running
for President.

Noonedoubtsthe Russians
undermined the 2016
national election. Who could
then imagine our President
smiling and joking with
Vladimir Putin and saying,

“By the way, stay out of our
elections?” Trivializing an
effort to destroy our democ-
racy should have no place in
the mind of our President.

We have a well-doc-
umented humanitarian
crisis on our border with
Mexico. Few people read-
ing this cannot even begin
to comprehend the terror
and desperation that would
motivate a parent to walk
two thousand miles with
children with only the dream
of a better life. To char-
acterize these migrants as
“bad people,” continually
chant “build the wall” and
then separate parents from
children when they arrive
is such a cruel and inhu-
mane response, it is difficult
to imagine a more terrible
devastation.

And most recently in the
news, our President took
twenty steps into North

Korea for a two-minute
photo op with North Korea’s
brutal dictator and then sang
praises for Kim Jong Un and
himself because now “the
groundwork has been laid
for real weapons reduction
discussion.”

The United States’ dip-
lomatic efforts have been
turned upside down. Our
President praises dic-
tators and saves his
name-calling and most
disrespectful, language for
the press, immigrants, and
Congressional Democrats
and 2020 Presidential can-
didates. Reports of a rising
stock market and decreas-
ing unemployment do little
to console those living in the
real world of a Trump night -
mare. There are no words to
describe how these actions
are making America great.
Gary McCaslin,

Corning



