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T he next stop for 
the future of rural, 
upstate New York 

public transportation will 
be the desk of Governor 
Andrew Cuomo.

The governor is going 
to make a critical deci-
sion on legislation I 
sponsored in 2017, which 
recently received nearly 
unanimous legislative 
approval, to establish an 
“Upstate Transit Fund-
ing Board” within the 
state the Department of 
Transportation (DOT). The 
governor vetoed similar 
legislation year. Many 
transportation advocates 
join me in urging the 
governor to reverse that 
decision this year.

The specific concern – 
one I’ve sought to address 
since 2013 – poses a crisis 
for the future of rural, 
upstate public transpor-
tation. New York State’s 
comprehensive Med-
icaid redesign strategy 
since 2013 has included 
a shift in the adminis-
tration of “Medicaid 
Non-Emergency Medi-
cal Transportation,” or 
NEMT, from localities 
to the state. Viewed as 
a cost-cutting move by 
state officials, many local 
transportation leaders 
have raised concerns about 
the plan – especially the 
impact the state takeover 
is having on rural com-
munities and populations 
including the disabled, 
the elderly, and the rural 
workforce.

The state Department 
of Health (DOH) has been 
transitioning the manage-
ment of transportation 
systems from locally based 
administration to a state-
level system operated 
out of Albany. However, 

local officials, mobility 
managers, transportation 
providers, and commu-
nity organizations from 
impacted upstate regions 
say that the new, one-size-
fits-all approach, which 
might be workable in 
suburban and urban areas 
downstate, has not proven 
cost-effective or efficient 
in their rural communities.

That represents the crux 
of the challenge. Many 
forums and meetings I 
have held over the past few 
years have reaffirmed this 
reality: the transition is not 
working. We have dis-
cussed the shortcomings of 
the new system, including 
the elimination of exist-
ing transportation routes, 
the future of locally based 
cost-efficiency initiatives, 
and the overall disruption 
of services.

A number of local 
systems are at risk (and in 
Tioga County, for exam-
ple, already eliminated) by 
Albany’s attempt at a blan-
ket, statewide approach 
to their management and 
operation. Stated another 
way: think of this trans-
portation network as a 
wheel and Albany bureau-
crats are taking spokes out 
of the wheel.

The changes have lacked 
common sense and cost 
too much. Local officials 
from numerous counties, 
including all of the coun-
ties I represent as part of 
the 58th Senate District 
(Chemung, Schuyler, 
Steuben, Tompkins and 
Yates counties), have high-
lighted the flaws. We’ve 
been constantly working 
to bring more widespread 
attention to the changes 
underway, fully assess 
the consequences, and do 
what we can to ensure that 

the impact on rural resi-
dents receives a full and a 
fair hearing.

The legislation I spon-
sor stresses that fares 
alone are not sufficient to 
cover the costs of provid-
ing public transit services 
and the systems must rely 
on annual state funding. 
Consequently, the cre-
ation of an Upstate Transit 
Funding Board would 
ensure that discussions 
remain ongoing to contin-
ually identify sustainable 
funding options to provide 
for growth and stability 
in public transportation 
operating assistance, as 
well as create additional 
opportunities for sup-
porting mobility options 
for upstate New York 
residents.

I believe we make 
a strong case. This 
action would ensure the 
long-term operation 
and viability of public 
transportation systems 
throughout the Southern 
Tier and Finger Lakes 
regions, and across 
Upstate New York.

For thousands upon 
thousands of upstate 
residents, these systems 
provide indispensable 
links to their jobs, medical 
appointments, schools, 
shopping destinations, and 
other needs.

Public transit systems 
also stand as cornerstones 
of regional transporta-
tion networks vital to 
economic development, 
job growth, anti-poverty 
and housing initiatives, 
energy and environmental 
conservation.

We continue to urge 
Governor Cuomo to make 
the next stop for rural, 
upstate public transporta-
tion a positive one.
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Next stop for rural public transportation

Canfi eld Park 
work a job well done

To the Editor:
It’s nice to know that in 

Coming, N.Y., good sense 
usually wins the day.

The decision to re-
invigorate Canfield Park, 
or erroneously, “Court-
house Park,” was a good 
one.

For years the potential 
was present for making 
a “reader’s park” from 
such a lovely setting. To 
that end I tried it out on 
Tuesday morning and C. 
S. Lewis jumped right off 
the pages at me!

Trails of packed pebbles 
was a good idea for two 
reasons — keeping skate-
boards at bay (sorry, kids, 
but you don’t need to take 
them everywhere) and to 
facilitate those who love to 
walk on a rainy day.

The benches are ergo-
nomically correct and 
there’s lots of them.

I hope we do not panic 
by denying the smoker a 
place to mix oxygen with 
his tars and nicotine, for 
no doubt to him, smoking 

is a pleasure. Here, how-
ever is a tip for keeping the 
place clean and visually 
perfect. Do what a friend 
of mine has done all his 
life — that is, pop the last 
little bit of tobacco out of 
your ciggy and place the 
filter in your pocket. My 
friend considers this his 
responsibility and really, 
it’s an agreeable solution. I 
puff cigars and always take 
them away with me.

Congratulations Mr. 
Chuck King. You and your 
staff are taking good care 
of our nifty parks around 
town!

Many thanks to THE 
CORNING LEADER for 
your civic heart.

Alan De Wolfe
Corning

Pension divestment 
could cost billions

To the Editor,
I’m retired, and on a fixed 

income. I’m growing con-
cerned about the proposed 
divestment plan. It could 
mean real cuts in services or 
more taxes.

Their basic idea is that 
pensions would be required 
to pull all investments from 
any fossil fuel related com-
pany. This would require a 
lot of money to be moved, 
and forcing this change will 
result in a pension portfolio 
that is less diversified and 
more dependent on risker 
and lower-yielding invest-
ments. I’ve never worked 
on Wall Street, but I can tell 
you, that kind of move is not 
smart.

Experts agree. Comptrol-
ler DiNapoli hates this idea. 
DiNapoli and others believe 
that this plan will mean 
billions in losses. But you 
don’t have to be an expert to 
understand that a plan that 
is expected to lose billions is 
a bad one.

I do not scare easily. But 
this plan scares me. I am 
going to be stuck footing the 
bill for this bad idea, either 
through tax hikes or spend-
ing cuts. For someone who’s
on a fixed income, like me, 
this bad plan will have real 
consequences.

Jim Valpone
Hammondsport
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 Crystal Cinemas 8           

Despicable Me 3 (PG)
[11:45] 7:30

Spider-Man: Homecoming (PG13)
[1:55] 4:45, 9:30

Despicable Me 3 in 3D (PG)
[2:35] 4:40, 9:30

Spider-Man: Homecoming 3D (PG13)
[11:45] 6:50

Wonder Woman (PG13)
[11:50, 3:00] 6:30, 9:30

Baby Driver (R)
[1:30] 4:00, 7:00, 9:30

The House (R)
[12:30, 2:45] 5:00, 7:15, 9:30

Cars 3 (G)
[11:45, 2:10] 4:35, 7:00, 9:30

Despicable Me 3 (PG)
[12:15, 2:30] 4:45, 7:00, 9:15

Transformers: The Last Night (PG13)
[12:00, 3:15] 6:25, 9:30

NOW SHOWING:

Painted Post, Exit 49 Off I-86
607-937-5008 • www.crystalcinemas8.com

Matinees: Fri. 7/7 - Wed. 7/12
Eves: Fri. 7/7 - Wed. 7/12

SPIDERMAN: HOMECOMING
(Tom Holland, Michael Keaton, Robert Downey Jr.) Rated PG-13 (2 HRS 13 Min)

Voted the Reader’s Choice Awards Favorite 
Movie Theatre since 2013 

Show Schedule for Fri. 7/7 thru Thurs. 7/13
*****NOW ACCEPTING ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS*****

17 W. Market Street (In Corning’s Gaffer District) 
MOVIE PHONE: 607-654-7393

NOW OFFERING: ONLINE TICKET SALES!!!
Go to www.corningpalacetheater.com 

for details & skip the line wait!!

DESPICABLE ME 3
(Steve Carell, Kristen Wiig, Trey Parker) Rated PG (1 HR 30 Min)

Fri. 7/7       3:15, 6:15, 8:15 
Sat. 7/8        3:15, 6:15, 8:15 
Sun. 7/9                           3:15, 6:15
Mon. 7/10                                                            3:15, 6:15
Tues. 7/11                       3:15, 6:15 
Wed. & Thurs.                              3:15, 6:15

Fri. 7/7       3:30, 6:30, 9:15 
Sat. 7/8        3:30, 6:30, 9:15 
Sun. 7/9                           3:30, 6:30
Mon. 7/10                                                            3:30, 6:30
Tues. 7/11                         3:30, 6:30
Wed. & Thurs.                              3:30, 6:30

 Haverling CLASS OF ‘77

July 28th - 7PM - Elks Club in Bath, NY

July 29th - 11AM-4PM - Winery/Brewery Tour
Meet at Champlin Beach at 7PM

Buffet Dinner at The Waterfront Restaurant

More Info:
See Facebook Haverling Class Of ‘77 40th Reunion

Home of the Haverling Rams

20# LP Tank
Refill

$$999
Plus Tax

Wade’s Farm & Home Inc.
94 Front St., Addison • 607-359-2424

EPA CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS 
SERVING THE TWIN TIERS 

Call 936-4328
$80.00

For a Limited Time

SAVE UP TO

NOW ON THE INSTALLATION OF
State of the Art Clearion Water Softener 
System or RO Units
• Buy or rent, FREE - Two Months rent
• FREE - 3 Bags Of Salt
• FREE Bypass
• FREE service while you rent
• American Made

*Some of the rents will apply 
toward the purchase.

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE IN-HOME WATER ANALYSIS

Expires: 7/ /17

Clip coupon, call us and save


