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OPINION

COMMENTARY | STATE SEN. TOM
O’MARA, R-BIG FLATS

Priorities
can’t get lost
inthe shuffle

tudies continue
S torecognize New

York as the state
with the highest tax
burden in the nation.

In April, for example,
the personal finance
website WalletHub com-
pared the tax burden in
all 50 states. According
to the study, “To deter-
mine the residents with
the biggest tax burdens,
WalletHub compared the
50 states across the three
types of state tax burdens
— property taxes, indi-
vidual income taxes and
sales and excise taxes — as
a share of total personal
income in the state.”

You can find the results
at https://wallethub.
com/edu/states-with-
highest-lowest-tax-
burden/20494/. For
New Yorkers, however,
this is the only result that
matters: we are the high-
est taxed residents in
America. Number one.

Last week, recognizing
the constant need for state
government to take actions
trying to ensure that our
farmers won't be taxed
and regulated out of busi-
ness, the Senate approved
legislation I co-sponsor to
significantly increase the
Farm Workforce Retention
Credit. Under the legisla-
tion, the phased-in tax
credit would double to
$600 per eligible farm
employee in 2018, $800
in 2019, $1000in 2020,
and $1,200in2021.

It's a small action,
granted, but at least it rep-
resents amove in amore
positive direction. It would

at least strengthen the bot -
tom line. The Senate also
approved legislation to:

¢ help some farmers
invest in facilities and buy
equipment by providing a
tax credit for dairy farmers
to encourage investment
in facilities and equipment
that will allow them to
take advantage of a grow-
ing demand for “value-
added” dairy products, like
flavored drinks, yogurts,
and other products; and

¢ lessen the burden on
small farm goods trans-
portation by creating a
10% discount on New
York State Thruway tolls
for trucks transporting
food produced by farms.
The legislation would help
farmers struggling with
rising costs by allow-
ing single unit trucks or
other larger vehicles to
transport food and other
produce to grocery stores
and dinner tables across
the state at alower cost.

The moves are among the
latest efforts by the Senate
Majority to stay focused
on keeping key state and
regional industries strong.
Since 2011, including
this year, we have with-
stood Governor Cuomo’s
repeated attempts to cut
farm-related programs
and services, and restored
more than $68 million for
agricultural-based initia-
tives and investments in
cutting-edge agricultural
research, support for the
next generation of family
farmers, environmental
stewardship, and protec-
tions for plant, animal,
and public health.
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NO SHOWTIMES
THIS WEEK.

WE ARE CLOSED FOR
RENOVATIONS.

WILL RE-OPEN ON JUNE 15TH.
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f you think the nation — aonce-unthinkable
hasbeeninordinately  proposition — appears
obsessed with Orange  from the outside like a

County’s House races,
you ain’t seen nothing
yet. Democratic candi-
dates managed to place
second in races for the

great dramatic turn-
around story. Yes,
minorities live here — a
majority of us, even! Yes,
GOP registration figures

30th, 45th, 48th and 49th  are precipitously down
congressional districts from historical heights

— districts the national in the Reagan years.
Democratic Party has But the crucial national
declared essential to insight out of the O.C.
winning control of the primary is this: The
House in the midterms.I ~ Republican Party can
expect national political ~ survive in an increas-

reporters to be para-
chuting into O.C. Nov.

ingly diverse America if
it makes Asians “white.”

6 as if it were D-Day. The strategy has

I get the obsession. worked marvelously
The possibility that 0.C.  well for the Republican
could deliver control of Party of Orange County.

Congress to Democrats

HOUSEHOLD
HAZARDOUS WASTE
COLLECTION DAY

STEUBEN COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
Steuben County is holding a Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day from

8 a.m.-12 p.m.. Sat., June 16, 2018

at the Erwin Transfer Station
622 South Hamilton St. * Painted Post, NY 14870

D SPACE IS LIMITED,
Presented by: HOZMAN  pgsT AL FIRST SERVED

YOU MUST PRE-REGISTER FOR THIS EVENT

ELIGIBLE MATERIALS
Oil-based paints/sealers, RegISter online: @J‘ 0]
aerosols, solvents, acids/bases, http ://l.ead.me/ -ﬁ[m]'
ErwinHHW2018 | (2%

mercury items, pesticides, liquid/
or call Rich Bills !

solid poisons, oxidizers, herbicides. |
(607) 776-5876
Steuben County Solid Waste and Recycling

Contrary to any portrayal

Public Works
Skt Waste Divition

NO EXPLOSIVES!
*Latex paints not accepted.

Find us on:

The Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day will be partially

funded by a grant from the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation.

Look-Alike Photo Contest

In celebration of Fathers Day, u to share your photos
with us of any man you would like to
‘ being a special man in your life, inclt

asracist troglodytes, the
GOP here has proven a
pioneer in diversifying
0.C.’s politics. The man
who created the county’s
modern-day GOP, Tom
Fuentes, was Mexican
American. The first Latino
on the Orange County
Board of Supervisors

was Republican Gaddi
Vasquez. Although
Latinos sure as heck don’t
embrace him as one of
their own, even O.C. Dist.
Atty. Tony Rackauckas

is half-Mexican.

The GOP has done bet -
ter at promoting Asian
American politicians.
America’s first Thai
American elected official
was an O.C. Republican,
as was one of the United
States’ first Japanese
American mayors and
its first Vietnamese
city council member.

Today, Asian American
Republicans dominate
Orange County poli-
tics. Three of the five
members on the Board
of Supervisors are Asian
Americans; the clerk-
recorder is a Vietnamese
refugee. This fall, there’s
a strong possibility the
county will send two
Asian immigrants to
the state Senate and
three to the Assembly.
AndIwon't even get
into the deep bench of
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COMMENTARY | GUSTAVO ARELLANO, LOS ANGELES TIMES

Dems overconfident in California House races

young, diverse faces
the GOP has waiting in
line in local offices.

Meanwhile, in this vital
election year, the local
Democratic Party is still
relying on — there’s no
way to put this nicely —
tired old men. O.C.’s sole
Democratic congressman,
Lou Correa, is nice but
inspires as much passion
as alawn. Assemblyman
Tom Daly was mayor of
Anaheim back whenI
was ateen — what is he
still doing on my ballot?
State Senate candidate
Tom Umberg was arising
local star for Democrats
...inthe early 1990s.

In the congressional
battlefields, the sole
minority Democrat is Gil
Cisneros, who will face
off against Young Kim
in the 39th District. But
Cisneros is everything
Democrats rail against
on the national stage — a
self-funded million-
aire with no real local
ties or political experi-
ence. Meanwhile, Kim’'s
story — a small-business
owner who worked
her way through elec-
tions for lower office to
become a state assembly-
woman and possibly the
first Korean American
woman ever elected to
Congress — is the stuff of
Democratic P.R. dreams.
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The new bowling alley was just
completed, and the owner was
anxious to —

GET THE BALL

ROLLING

Voted the Reader's Choice Awards Favorite

Movie Theatre since 2013
Show Schedule for Fri. 6/8 thru Thurs. 6/14
1

OCEAN'S 8

(Sandra Bullock, Cate Blanchett, Anne Hathaway) PG-13 (1Hr 50 Min)
Fri. 6/8 6:15, 8:45
Sat. 6/9 3:15, 6:15, 8:45
Sun. 6/10 3:15,6:15

Mon. - Thurs. 6:15

0LO: A STAR WARS STORY

(Aiden Ehrenreich, Woody Harrelson, Emilia Clarke) ~ Rated PG-13 (2HR 15Min)
6:30,9:15
3:30, 6:30,9:15
3:30,6:30
6:30

INCREDIBI.ES 2

(Samuel L. Jackson, Catherine Keener, Sophia Bush) Rated PG (1HR 59Min)

Thurs. 6/14 6:30

17 W. Market Street (In Corning's Gaffer District)
MOVIE PHONE: 607-654-7393

NOW OFFERING: ONLINE TICKET SALES!!!
Go to www.corningpalacetheater.com
for details & skip the line wait!!



