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Dear Coinmissioners:

The death this weekend of a preschooler who was infected with Eastern Equine Encephalitis
marks the third such tragedy involving a resident of Oswego County since the disease appeared
in New York State 40 years ago. Indeed, all five EEE-related deaths in the state since 1971 have
occurred in Central New York.

Incidence of EEE has increased significantly in recent years, both among humans and livestock,
and it appears the majority of these case are occurring in Oswego and surrounding counties. The
disease appears most prevalent in August.

Recently, county health officials have identified additional ponds and wetland areas where EEE-
infected mosquitoes are present. This finding represents an increased risk to nearby residents and
livestock.
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In each of 2009 and 2010, local county health departments have conducted aerial spraying to
reduce the number of disease-carrying mosquitoes but. reportedly. no spraying has been
conducted this year.

While it is critical that individuals take precautions to protect themselves and their families from
mosquitoes and insect-borne illness and disease, residents of Oswego County need to know that

the state is effectively coordinating its response to this growing problem. I am writing to request
a detailed explanation of steps that your agency is taking, or planning to take, to help counter the
spread of EEE to animals and humans, particutarly in light of the most recent tragedy.

Please include a description of your actions with regard to recommendations that you have made
to local and county officials who are dealing directly with this problem, including financial and

other assistance the state has provided to Oswego County with specific regard to this issue.

Please also be sure to let me know how 1 can assist you, either through legislation or other
means, to address this urgent public health and agribusiness threat.

I look forward to your response.

Sincerely,

G

Patty Ritchie
State Senator

ce: Scenator Kemp Hannon, Chair, Senate Heaith Committee
Hon. Phil Church, Oswego County Adiministrator
Dr. Dennis Norfleet, Oswego County Director of Public Health



