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Assemrbl yrnetnber Brian Kavana gh

431 lrgislativc Office Building
Albany, New York 12248

Dcar Senator Stewatt-Cousi ns and Ass crnblyrncrnber Kavanagt'

On behalf of the Clritdren'.. Defense Fund-New York I am urriting to thank fou folinlj:'i--ljflu1i2q ,fhe.
Chitd Heatth,ptus and School Meals Enrollment Coordinat'ion Act of 20tl, (S-4057ATtry5114).Td

enstuing is passage in the Senate and A.qsembly. ns a resrtlt of this legislation, ,h!*ltjlll o1:ltlottn
will be able to efliciently apply for public healih insurancs by using thcir School MeaiT-Iiiiroot ot

enrollm.ent as proof of income.

Cu.rrently, alt children already eurolled in the School Meals Program arc cligible tbt 
li=lil..1;l 

childrcrr's

Medicai4 or Child Healrl Plus, depending on. tlreir incomo and imrnigration status, Enll]d on rcccrtt

A*r, un estimated 43,000 childte4 enrolled in School Meals in New Yotk wcrc eligibltli:i'ut not

"nro!I.d, 
in public health insurenca' There are an estimatod 260,000 uninsurcd childrerl ti'lto arc

elisiblc ior puulic health insurance in New York but not arrolled. This legislation l"tII*.1ke public

heatth insurance cruollrnenr significantly easier ftr cligiblc firmilie.q who are having,i[Tfi-culty

providing income documentarion proof and would help New York stare serve some oi{:t,i]i,r state's mo$t

vulnerablc childrcn.

We thank 1ou for your cofilmitmcnt to inctea.sing coverage nnd making it essier for farriiiies to

nav[gs1s rhe enrolhnent ancl renewal pathwap to New York's public hcalth in.strranciffigratns. New
york continucs to be a leadcn in cnsulng its childrcn are insured, because of your adr',r,';{icy. As
always, we valuc your leadership and look forward to our continued work togcthcr, , -,.

cc: Kate Glaz-cr
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