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Dear  Friend,





Let me first begin by saying Happy St. Patrick’s Day!!!!!


Let us rejoice with our Irish brothers and sisters on this day. 





St. Patrick’s Day  is an annual feast  that celebrates St. Patrick (Circa 385-461), the most common of the patron saints of Ireland. 


The Irish have observed this day as a religious holiday for over a thousand years. On St. Patrick’s Day, which falls during the Christian season of lent, Irish families would traditionally attend church in the morning and celebrate in the afternoon. Lenten prohibitions against the consumption of meat were waived and people would dance, drink and feast – on the traditional meal of Irish bacon and cabbage.                                                                                                                              





Although the day  is a national holiday of Ireland it is celebrated abroad with parades, feasts and religious traditions. 





The first St. Patrick’s day Parade took place not in Ireland but in the United States. Irish soldiers serving in the English military marched through New York City on March 17, 1762. Along with their music the parade helped the soldiers reconnect with their Irish roots as well as fellow Irishmen serving in the English army. 





New York City has the largest number of Irish-Americans of any city in America. In the borough of Queens the neighborhoods of: Broad Channel, Belle Harbor, Breezy Point, Sunnyside, Maspeth and Woodside have the largest population of Irish residents. 





Enjoy the day and be safe. As always, my staff and I are here to assist you with important matters. Please do not hesitate to call my district office at (718) 528-4290 if you have any questions or concerns. 





All my best,





�


Malcolm A. Smith


Senate President Pro Tempore


-
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ST. PATRICK’S DAY CELEBRATIONS IN QUEENS





St. Patrick’s For All Parade


March 3, 2010


1P.M.


        Parade begins on Skillman Ave & 43rd            Street, Ends on Woodside & 61st


Astoria, New York 11105





The Ruffians at the Beach House


March 14, 2010 


8 P.M.


 906 W. Beech Street


Long beach, New York 11561





The Itinerants @ Maggie Mae’s


March 26, 2010


10 P.M.


4115 Queens Boulevard


Sunnyside, New York 11104















