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First, I want to thank the legislature and Governor Cuomo for your suppost in funding
Fair Premiums in the 2014 Budget at the $500,000. level. These dollars were a
tremendous help in maintaining the youth programs at our county fairs.

One of the greatest experiences that our young people can have is participating in their
county fair. For many it’s an experience that stays with them for the rest of their lives as
they learn about all aspects of their local agriculture and home community.

My primary reason for attending this hearing today is to encourage you to increase the
premium dollars from the $340,000 in the governors proposed 2015 budget to the
$500,000 of last years budget. These state premium dollars directly impact 4-H and FFA
programs, and livestock clubs, allowing more young people to get involved in
agriculture.

This past summer I had the opportunity to visit 22 of our county fairs. The one common
thread that I found throughout the fair industry, regardless of size and scope of the fair,
was thé pride that these young people have in their exhibits and in their fairs. Helping our
fairs survive is paramount to their ability to continue to provide this important experience
for these young people. Unfortunately the only funds that many of our small fairs have to
reward these young people with are from the state premium funds.

Although, many of these young exhibitors have the opportunity to show and exhibit at the
State Fair there are thousands who would never have this experience were it not for their
county fair. Your support in maintaining the premium dollars at $500,000 will be a
tremendous help to the young fair exhibitors across the state.

(con’t)



Many of the county fairs across the state are also experiencing financial difficulties which
makes maintaining their buildings and infrastructure challenging if not impossible.

For this reason the New York State Association of Agricultural Fairs is requesting an
additional $500,000 budget line in the Ag & Markets budget for capital expenses. This
will be distributed to fairs for some of their basic fairgrounds needs, such as rest rooms
and the related septic systems, new roofs on existing buildings, electrical improvements
and other infrastructure maintenance and improvements.

County Fairs are 2 major contributor to the economy of their communities.

Included, here is a copy of the “Statewide Summary of Agricultural Fairs: Economic &
Fiscal impacts™. The total economic impact is over 6 million dollars, creating over 4000
full and part time jobs.

A budget line for capital expenses will help preserve the important community presence
of the County Fairs. Based on assessment and needs, $500,000 would provide up to
$50,000 for 10 fairs for pre-approved projects. This would be a huge enhancement to the
infrastructure of these struggling fairs.

The pride that our New Yorkers have in their fairs and the part that they play in educating
our urban counterpart is the driving force that keeps so rﬁany volunteers doing what they
are doing. The pride that our young people have in their fairs and their strong desires to
help continue this agriculture tradition is universal throughout the fair industry.

We are asking the State to find a way to help our fairs continue this great tradition.

Thank you for your consideration,
Respectfully submitted

NYSAAF legislative committee
R Harry Booth, chair

Mark St Jacques
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NYSAAF STATEWIDE SUMMARY OF AGRICULTURAL FAIRS: ECONOMIC & FISCAL IMPACTS

i

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

Over the course of the past two years, Camoin Associates has completed four economic and fiscal
impact analyses on the operations of fairgrounds in various parts of New York State (see list below).
Following the completion of these individual studies, the New York State Association of Agricultural Fairs
(NYSAAF) retained Camoin Associates to extrapolate the likely economic and fiscal impacts of other New
York fairs on their host communities. The following is a brief summary of the findings of this general
trends analysis. Attached to this summary is a list of agricultural fairs in NYS for which economic and
fiscal impacts have been estimated using the methodology defined below.

Economic impacts are measured by the number of jobs created in the host county’s economy by the
visitor spending associated with each fair. To capture the true impacts, we count only “new” spending,
which we define as spending by visitors coming from outside the county where the fair is held. These
visitors bring “new dollars”.into the local economy which creates additional jobs and spendingina
variety of ways. For example, they may spend money on lodging, restaurants, transportation, retail or
other goods and services. Employees of those businesses may, in turn, spend a portion of their wages
locally, creating additional economic impacts™.

Fiscal impacts describe how the host community’s government(s) is affected by the fair. impacts are
measured by the sales, hotel, and property tax revenue generated for the host community. In certain
instances, other types of revenue are included in this figure.

The results of our economic and fiscal impact analyses on the four agricultural fairs in New York State
are shown below and referred to by the name of the host county. Annual attendance at these fairs
ranges from about 51,000 {!efferson County Fair) to well over one million visitors (Erie County Fair). The
associated sales, jobs and tax revenue are also shown,

Source: Camoin Associates

This same information is plotted in three charts on the following pages.

1 seea maore comprehensive discussion of “new spending” and indirect impacts in any of our impact reports. All materials ¢an be found at

www.camolnassociates.com/fairs.aspx/
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Please note that the attendance figures provided are for paid attendance only. Actual attendance is
somewhat higher than the figures provided. :

ed Econor

2010 Attendance Data provided by NYSAAF
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