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SPONSORS MEMO:

NEW YORK STATE SENATE
INTRODUCER'S MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT
submitted in accordance with Senate Rule VI. Sec 1

BILL NUMBER: S3146A

SPONSOR: HUNTLEY

TITLE OF BILL:

An act to amend chapter 667 of the laws of 2006 relating to providing
for the establishment of a children's mental health plan, in relation to
eliminating certain provisions provided thereto; and to amend the mental
hygiene law and the social services law, in relation to implementing
"the children's plan"

PURPOSE :

This bill updates The Children's Mental Health Plan which was estab-
lished in 2006 to reflect the involvement of nine child-serving agencies
and the role of the Council on Children and Families in developing
future reports and plans.
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SUMMARY OF PROVISIONS:

Section 1 of the bill amends chapter 667 of the Laws 0f2006 as amended
by chapter 120 of the laws 0f2007 establishing The Children's Mental
Health Plan to remove reporting requirements after October, 2008.

Section 2 of the bill amends the mental hygiene law by adding a new
section 7.43 entitled "The Children's Plan" to update the Office of
Mental Health's role in overseeing implementation of the Plan which was
released in October 2008 and assisting the Council on Children and Fami-
lies with developing future reports and plans. It provides that future
reports shall also be made a discrete part of OMH's statewide comprehen-
sive five year plans.

Section 3 of the bill amends section 5.07 of the mental hygiene law to
require that OMH's comprehensive plan include progress reports on the
implementation of the short and long term recommendations of the chil-
dren's plan.

Section 4 of the bill amends the Social Services Law to outline the
Council on Children and Families' role in assisting OMH in implementing
the plan and preparing reports every two years beginning in October 2010
that shall be approved by all of the child-serving agencies including
the Council, OMH, OMRDD, OASAS, CQCAPD, OCFS, SED, DOH & DPCA.

Section 5 of the bill provides for an immediate effective date.

EXISTING LAW:
Chapters 667 of 2006 and 120 of 2007 established The Children's Mental
Health Plan.

JUSTIFICATION:

The Children's Mental Health Plan was established in 2006 and amended in
2007 to assure community input and participation in all local mental
hygiene planning activities. The Plan was envisioned to contain short-
term and long-term recommendations to provide comprehensive, coordinated
mental health assessments, early intervention and treatment services for
children from birth until age 18. It sought recommendations on such
issues as interagency and inter-provider coordination, the incorporation
of social and emotional development into our education system, integrat-
ing various funding streams to serve children and families, qualified
workforce sensitive to mental health needs, and facilitating best prac-
tices among other issues.

The Office of Mental Health convened a steering committee and workgroups
which developed recommendations. Over 125 individuals representing all
the major interest groups were involved. The draft plan was then shared
with nearly 1,000 stakeholders during a series of forums and dialogues.
The result was

THE CHILDREN'S PLAN: IMPROVING THE SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL

WELL BEING OF NEW YORK'S CHILDREN AND THEIR FAMILIES.ct. The Plan was
signed by all nine child serving agencies and was released in October
2008. It is intended to communicate the shared vision of promoting
social and emotional development and engage all New Yorkers in support-

ing this vision. Included are specific recommendations that the child-
serving agencies and family and youth partners will work toward imple-
menting.

The process has been an evolution and this bill attempts to update the
original vision of a Children's Mental Health Plan with the more holis-



tic plan that it has become. It incorporates the involvement of all nine
child-caring agencies and family and youth partners and places the role
of coordinating these many agencies and stakeholders in the Council on
Children and Families. It also gives the Council, with the assistance
of OMH, the role of developing future reports and plans. Reports are

required every two years beginning in October 2010.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY:

New Bill.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:

No new cost and reduces costs by reducing the reporting requirements.
EFFECTIVE DATE:

Immediately.

VOTING:

S3146-A HUNTLEY Sameas A 7116-A Rivera P

06/03/09 S3146-A  Senate Vote Aye: 62 Nay: 0

06/03/09 S3146-A Senate Vote Aye: 62 Nay: 0

Aye Adams Aye Addabbo Aye Alesi Aye Aubertine
Aye Bonacic Aye Breslin Aye DeFrancisco Aye Diaz

Aye Dilan Aye Duane Aye Espada Aye Farley

Aye Flanagan Aye Foley Aye Fuschillo Aye Golden

Aye Griffo Aye Hannon Aye ?r?zsrﬁgson Aye Huntley

Aye Johnson C Aye Johnson O Aye Klein Aye Krueger
Aye Kruger Aye Lanza Aye Larkin Aye LaValle

Aye Leibell Aye Libous Aye Little Aye Marcellino
Aye Maziarz Aye McDonald Aye Monserrate Aye Montgomery
Aye Morahan Aye Nozzolio Aye Onorato Aye Oppenheimer
Aye Padavan Aye Parker Aye Perkins Aye Ranzenhofer
Aye Robach Aye Saland Aye Sampson Aye Savino

Aye Schneiderman  Aye Serrano Aye Seward Aye Skelos

Aye Smith Aye Squadron Aye Stachowski Aye Stavisky
Aye Stewart-Cousins  Aye Thompson Aye Valesky Aye Volker

Aye Winner Aye Young
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