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S?AY Rural Health Network, Inc.

Written Testimony of the
S2AY Rural Health Network, Inc.

New York State Joint Legislative Public Hearing on
2015-16 Executive Health Budget
Monday, February 2, 2015
10:00 AM

Chuirs:
Senator Kemp Hannon
Assemblyman Richurd Gottfried

Submifted by:
Andeea 1. Haradon. Network Coordinator

Fhe STAY Rural Health Network. Inc. is comprised of cight County Public
Health Departments in the Finger Lakes and Southern Tier region of New
York State. including Chemung. Livingston. Omario, Schuy ler. Seneca.
Steuben. Wavne and Yates., The STAY Network's Board of Directors
includes a Coumy Legislator. Provider Representative. Consumer
Representative and Public Health Divector trom cach partiner county.

Hhas come to our attemtion that the Governor™s Exceutive Budget proposes

1o bundle Rural Hewlth Network Developmuent program and Rural Health

Clare Access Development program tunding together with seven otherwise

unrelated healih workioree development programs, and collectively

funding Jor these programs is w be cut by more than 13%.  Weare

respectfully asking that State Tunding designated for rural New Yorkers be

presersed b

e Un-bundling the Rural Health Devetopment Netwark and Rural Healih

Access Devclopment Programs funding from workforce. They do not

belong on the same budget line as the scope of these programs is much
broader that just work foree-related.

e Restoring the Rural Health Development Network tunding to $6.4
million and Rurad Health Care Aceess Development funding o $9.8
mitllion,

Pzt g i expamad appropo e componedts of abe Pabdie Bewdith seesiee debioery sysiean to impeos e headth aneomes

For b vesidents of the Netwark redion.
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S°AY Rural Health Network, Inc.

The S°AY Rural Health Network began as a parinership-of three Public Health Departments
in 1997 and serves 8 rural Health Departments wday. Our Rural Health Network
Development Program funding (S233.000) provides the core infrasuructure for the Network's
cllorts to integrate. promote and expand appropriate components ol the Public Health service
delivery system 10 improve health outcomes for all residents of our Network region
including:
e Informing both the Finger Lakes PPS and the Southern Tier Region PPS regarding rural
resources and nceds as DSRIP unfolds in our region:
o Improving access w health care by securing funding for and administering the In-Person
Assistor/Navigaor Program and the Commumity Health Advocate program.
e Implementing regional ¢ftons 1o address priorities identificd in the Counties’
Community Heaith Improvement Plans mcluding:
Reducing obesity rates by increasing breasteeding rates in the region:
Reducing obesity rates by increasing access 1o focally grown foods through our FFarm
to Cafeteria initiative: .
Reducing hypertension by impraving the health care systems ability to identify and
monitor paticnts with high blood pressure.
Reducing the number of diaketics 1y the region by implemaeming the National
Diabetes Prevenudon Prograim that identifies and provides services 1o pre-diabetics in

OUF IeLion,

The SAY Network has been successful i leveruging Rural Health Network Development
funding dotkas to bring more than $1.23 millien in additional funding o support the health
care syvstem i our ruralarea. Please don™t allow the small amount of funds designated for
rupal New Yaork 1w be reduced in bundling i with workioree.

Thank vou for your time and consideration, Please do not hesitate to contact me if vou have
amy questions or require additional information.

Sincerely,
uid_/
Y
VA ,f/ P

Andrea . Haradon
Network Coordinator
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