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DFFICERS REFERENCE A75] 5 Kavanagh -
Poard Chalr TITLE The Cbild Health Plus and School Meals Enroltment Cucrdination Act of
Karan H. Ped2 201 1 .
Vice Chelr ' : . _
Saundra Witliyms-Comml Esa. AN ACT to amend the public health law and the social services  aw, in relation to
S establishing the child hcalth plus and school meals enrollment coordinatic act of 2011
John A, Camnsall) ' o

REASONS FOR SUPPORT . .

Secretary

The purposc of this bill is to increase uninsurcd children’s enrollment in p:1.ali
insurance by improving coordination between the Schoo] Meals program
Plus. This would be accomplished by allowing children who apply for as
cither free or reduced price school meals to also enrol] in Medicaid or Chi’

The primary goal of United Way Worldwide’s health agenda is to increas
number of children, young people and adults who are healthy and avoidi
The ability to obtain preventative and needed medical carc is an esscntial
living 2 healthy life. A key indicator for that goal is the pumber of childrc;
18 who are uninsured. Currently, ninc million childrer in the U.S. do not |
insurance. According to the United Hospital Fund, almost 7% of New Yor]
are uninsured yet seven out of ten uninsured children are cligible for Me 4 or CHIP
coverage. Among the barriers to coverage is that many families with eligi'y.c.children do
not know that they are eligible or have difficulty completing the enrollmer t grrocess.

LAty’s children

in pﬁblic
“(ork State. It
lmd already

This legislation would be a significant step in reducing barviers to enzollmy:
health insurance and helping to reduce the coverage gap for children in Ni;:
makes sen 5 to bulld upon current pubhc programs that are easily accessi

Accordingly, United Way urges the earliest pOSSIblc favorable consideratiy: ;
by the Legislature. :
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