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Dear Majority Leader Flanagan:

On behalf of the undersigned members of the New York State Senate, we are requesting an additional
$16.5 million to support the Hunger Prevention and Nutrition Assistance Program (HPNAP). HPNAP is
an essential source of funding for thousands of emergency food providers across New York State.

Through lines of credit at food banks and the United Way, HPNAP enables local emergency food
providers - soup kitchens, food pantries and shelters - to distribute millions of pounds of nutritionally
balanced food to New Yorkers in need. According to the New York State Department of Health, last year
HPNAP funding provided more than 225 million meals to New Yorkers in need. Unfortunately, funding
levels have not kept pace with rising need in our state.

New York State currently faces a Meal Gap of approximately 485 million meals — that is, New York State
residents who experience food insecurity fall short of an adequate diet by 485 million meals in a single
year — more than the state’s entire emergency food system provides. Increasing funding to HPNAP by
$16.5 million, for a total of $51 million, will allow the state to significantly reduce that Meal Gap.

The $16.5 million ask was calculated by factoring in the increase of New York State residents in poverty,
rising food costs, and the shortfall of pantry bags to meet the State’s nine meal standard (on average, a
pantry bag provides just under six meals).

HPNAP was created in 1984, when an emerging hunger crisis spurred then-Governor Mario Cuomo and
the State legislature to action. Through their leadership, New York State became one of the first states in
the nation to provide direct support to local hunger relief efforts. Since then, HPNAP has become of the
most successful anti-poverty and nutrition programs in the state.

We ask that you put an additional $16.5 million into the State Fiscal Year 2016-2017 budget to support
rising need for HPNAP. Hunger is felt in all corners of our great state - from Suffolk County to the Bronx
to Auburn to Rochester to Plattsburgh. By coming together, we can work to reduce this problem and help
New Yorkers in need. We should never let any American go hungry!

Sincerely,
Senator John J )ﬁacic Senator Paity Ritchie
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