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Mr. Howard Zucker
Commissioner

N.Y.S. Department of Health
Coming Tower

Empire State Plaza

Albany, NY 12237

Dear Commissioner Zucker;

Since the recent Department of Environmental Conservation and Department of Health public forum on the contamination of the Dzus
Superfund Site, Willets Creek and Lake Capri, many members of the West Islip community raised questions and concerns on the
possible correlation between exposure to cadmium and a positive diagnosis of breast cancer.

During the question and answer portion of the forum, audience members heard conflicting reports on whether exposure to cadmium
has any correlation to or increases one’s chances of acquiring breast cancer. Several residents, breast cancer advocates and
environmentalists present at the forum stated that past research studies have demonstrated that extended exposure to cadmium has
been known to be a possible contributing factor to breast cancer.

As you may be aware, there is a long and sad history of breast cancer in West Islip. Residents are extremely fearful of exposure to
anything that might heighten their chances of a positive diagnosis. It is with this in mind that [ urge the Department of Health to
provide the most recent, comprehensive information available on long term and short term cadmium exposure and the resuiting
effects.

With the clevated instances of breast cancer in West Islip, and with the newly detected levels of cadmium found in the area, I would
like 1o suggest that the Department of Health seriously consider a peer review of cadmium effects on the West Islip breast cancer
cluster.

We truly appreciale the representatives from the Depariment of Health who were present to share their expertise with us, but feel there
is still a great deal of information that needs to disseminated to the public. 1 respectfully request the Department of Health provide
information regarding the exposure to cadmium and breast cancer. As the State Senator representing the West Islip community, this is
a top priority for me and my constituents.

I look forward to your timely response!

Best regards,

Member of the Senate

Cc: Mr. Brad Wenskowski, Public Health Specialist, N.Y.S. Dept. of Health
Ms. Scarlett McLaughlin, Public Health Specialist, N.Y.S. Dept. of Health
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