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What is Stop, Question and Frisk? 

“Stop, Question and Frisk” is an excellent 
policing tool when it is used correctly.  
It allows a Police Officer to stop and 
question a person when the officer has 
reasonable suspicion that someone 
committed, is committing or is about to 
commit a crime (felony or misdemeanor).   



The STOP . . . 
A Police Officer can stop a person when he/she 
becomes suspicious  
of the person’s actions  
and believes they are  
committing, about to  
commit or have  
committed a crime  
(felony or misdemeanor)  

. . . The STOP 



The QUESTION . . . 
A Police Officer can ask the suspicious person 
elementary questions  
(i.e. name, address,  
what are they doing) to  
determine if the  
individual is in fact  
participating in an  
illegal act. 

. . . The QUESTION 



The FRISK . . . 
During the stop, if a Police Officer  
believes a person is carrying a  
weapon, the Officer can frisk only  
the area where he/she observed the  
bulge of the possible weapon. The  
frisk consists of the officer running  
his/her hands over the outside  
garment of the person stopped,  
where he/she believes the weapon  
is located.  If after doing so a determination is made that it 
is a weapon, then the Officer can reach under the clothing 
and remove the weapon. 

. . . The FRISK 



When can a Police Officer 
carry out Stop, Question and 
Frisk? 

There are four (4) scenarios 
when an Officer can conduct a  

Stop, Question and Frisk . . . 



1 If a citizen approaches an officer and 
gives him/her a description of a person 
that committed a crime 

Robbery in progress 
Witness speaking to officers 

SCENARIO 
When can a Police Officer carry out Stop, Question and Frisk? 



1 If an officer observes someone fitting the 
description, he/she can then stop the 
person and question him/her. 

NOTE:  It doesn’t 
have to be the 
officer that  
spoke with the 
complainant 
 

SCENARIO 
When can a Police Officer carry out Stop, Question and Frisk? 



2 When a particular crime pattern is 
occurring and the police have a 
description of the person or method the 
criminal is using 

SCENARIO 
When can a Police Officer carry out Stop, Question and Frisk? 



2 If an Officer observes someone fitting the 
description or in the area under unusual 
circumstances 

SCENARIO 
When can a Police Officer carry out Stop, Question and Frisk? 



3 When a Police Officer observes a person 
acting in a suspicious manner, e.g. hiding 
in an alley late at night.   
This scenario does not  
need a complaint from 
a citizen. 

When can a Police Officer carry out Stop, Question and Frisk? 
SCENARIO 



4 When Police Officers are instructed to 
perform a predetermined number of Stop, 
Question and Frisks.  This is done, without 
any complaint, to fulfill a quota or gather 
names for the NYPD database. 

When can a Police Officer carry out Stop, Question and Frisk? 
SCENARIO 

This represents the overwhelming number of NYPD 
stops – and it is ILLEGAL. 



Each time a 
Police Officer 
stops an 
individual, 
he/she must 
prepare a  
“Stop,  
Question 
and Frisk 
Report”  



Why do Police Officers perform the stops? 

 Create a database of young Black and 
Latino men (they will create a crime one 
day) 

 Avoid being penalized for not filling a 
quota 

 A police concept that if you search 100 
people, you are likely to find at least 1 with 
contraband 

 



Has this program been successful in 
removing guns off our streets? 

Over 90 percent 
of the people 
stopped are 
found to have 
done nothing 
wrong at all! 

NO!! Total Stops  
576,394 

 
Total weapons recovered 

7,201   (1.25%) 
 

Total guns recovered 
762    (0.13%) 

SOURCE:  NYPD Stop-and-Frisk Statistics, 2009 
Center for Constitutional Rights 

  

2009 



Why is the Police Department allowed to continue this 
policy if it is wrong? 

 Communities of color are 
ignoring the violations of 
individuals due to high profile 
crime news stories 

 The City Council has failed to 
demand accountability from  
the NYPD 

 The policy to continue this 
practice comes from the top of 
the NYPD – the Commissioner 



What is the impact on our young people? 

 Police are illegally going      
through their pockets 

 Our young people are 
traumatized from frequent    
stops by police 

 Our young people are being 
arrested for disorderly conduct 
for questioning these stops 

 Our young people will have 
police records that will impact 
their future 



Why would a young person plead guilty to a crime 
that he/she did not commit? 

– NYPD Officer Michael Daragjati’s 
comment caught on a wiretap by 
federal prosecutors.  
Officer Daragjati arrested a young man 
because the officer became angry that 
the young man had complained about 
being stopped and frisked.  Although 
he did not commit a crime, the young 
man pleaded guilty to disorderly 
conduct on advice of his attorney. 

“I fried another nigger.” 



2009                  576,394 

2010                           601,055 

2011                                             675,000 (projected) 

NOTE:  As of September 2011, 514,000 stops were reported, a 
13% increase over the previous year 

Each time an officer performs a stop, he/she must 
prepare a “Stop, Question and Frisk Report.”   
 
Former Attorney General Elliott Spitzer reported that 
police prepared a report 1 out of every 4 times they 
performed the stops. 

How many people are stopped? 



How many people are stopped? 

NYPD  
Stops 
2009 

NYPD 
Population 
2009 

Contraband yielded during 
NYPD stops during first half 
of 2010 and 2009 

IMPORTANT:  This shows that stops of Whites yield higher 
results, yet we continue to search more Blacks and Latinos 



What must we do to correct the problem of the 
violating of the human rights of our young people? 

Educate adults 

as to what is 

happening to 

their children 
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