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Brooklyn Defender Services strongly supports A.8060A!S.6427A. hich would limit the harsh
and disproportionate consequences of having an indicated case on New York’s Statewide Central
Register of Child Abuse and Maltreatment (SCR). This legislation will help to ensure fairness
and due process for people facing barriers to employment for up to 28 years as a result of their
name being on the SCR.

BDS provides multi-disciplinary and client-centered criminal, family, and immigration defense.
as vell as civil legal services, social work support and advocacy in approximately 30.000 cases
in Brooklyn every year. Our Family Defense Practice (“FDP”) was founded in 2007 when Ness
York City first began funding institutional providers to represent parents in child welfare
proceedings. In our eleven years of service to the Brooklyn community. FDP has represented
over 11.000 parents in Brooklyn Family Court and has helped more than 20.000 children remain
safely at home or leave foster care and reunite ith their families. We are the primary provider of
representation for parents in Article 10 cases in Brooklyn Family Court and currently represent
over 2.500 parents.

Under current lat. Ne York’s standard for placing parents on the SCR is far loer than that of
most otherjurisdictions and shares SCR records with more employers in ays that impede
access to job opportunities. These include many of the best jobs that would otherwise be
available to impacted parents. including in the healthcare and education fields. Most of these
records are based on allegations of poverty-related neglect. hich have never been reviewed by a
judge. Troublingly. Ne York’s SCR law currently treats allegations of poverty-related neglect
the same way it treats child abuse that has been proven in court. As a result. thousands of parents
are routinely denied employment when there is no child safety concern that even remotely
justifies this constraint on their ability to support their families. Moreover, because Black and
Latinx parents are disproportionately subjected to these allegations. the impacts deepen
inequality in our society. This an issue of racial and economic justice that believe urgently
needs to be addressed.

A.8060MS.6427A ould:

1) Help prevent unfair and unnecessary harm to parents’ employment prospects b requiring
a preponderance of evidence against them, rather than simply “some credible evidence.”
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before they are placed on the State Central Register. in line ith the severity of this
designation.

2) Limit unnecessary and unfair employment barriers for parents by automatically sealing
indicated reports olneglect after 8 years for most jobs and after 12 years for all jobs.

3) Ensure that SCR reports are automatically amended and sealed when a Family Court case
resolves favorably.

4) Allow Fair Hearing judges to consider evidence of a parent’s rehabilitation whenever
considering whether to seal an indicated report.

5) Allow people to request fair hearings to amend and seal indicated reports at any time of
their choosing. as opposed to the current only 90-day windots to do so.

We believe the proposed legislation would make SCR procedures fairer hile maintaining the
necessan safeguards to ensure that child elfare agencies and employers have continued access
to records of abuse and neglect hen appropriate.

We respectfully urge you to do everything in your poer to pass this legislation this session in
order to eliminate unnecessary impediments to parents efforts to support their families.

If you have any questions. feel free to contact Lauren Shapiro. Director of Brooklyn Defender
Services’ Family Defense Practice at (347) 592-2510 or lshapiroihds.or.


