
 

 
Mary Parisen-Lavelle, Chair, Civics United for Railroad Environmental Solutions, 69-06 69th St., Glendale, NY 11385 - 718-772-6563 

CivicsUnited@gmail.com                                                                                  

1 

Deepest appreciation to the NYS Senate for finally providing an opportunity to testify on implementing 

the final CLCPA Scoping Plan, which the public was not allowed to comment on before the vote. We 

respectfully request the following funding and legislation to implement the CLCPA Scoping:    

1. Please provide enough funding in CLCPA funds for the MTA-LIRR to complete Tier 4 Switch Duty 

Cycle repowering of LIRR and New York & Atlantic Railway locomotives, as PANY-NJ already did in 

2015. This will cost-efficiently and effectively fulfill both CLCPA and NYS Executive Order No. 22 goals 

by measurably reducing GHG -- the NOx of a million cars (see page 2) -- from this public right of way. 

The CLCPA tells us that alternative fuels to power locomotives are coming sometime in the future. 

However, the health of children and families -- and Climate change -- are being adversely impacted by 

ancient freight locomotives operating within NYS Authority MTA's system today.  

To add a note of reality and urgency, the fact is that LIRR just rejected the purchase of battery powered 

rolling stock in the summer of 2022, and hydrogen fuel cell technology is a decade or more away. 

Children and families who are being harmed can't wait any longer. Our communities and elected 

officials, including Senator Addabbo, a co-sponsor of the CLCPA, have been asking the MTA for 

locomotive repowering for 13 years.  

The technology exists today to repower LIRR and New York & Atlantic Railway fleets to US EPA certified 

Tier 4 Switch Duty Cycle emissions, which will eliminate 95-99% of their toxic diesel emissions. We 

understand that zero emissions is the goal, but please don't let the perfect be the enemy of the good. 

The community has to live with this pollution day and day out and we will gratefully accept repowered 

near zero emissions Tier 4 diesel Switch Duty Cycle locomotives making freight moves in the yard and 

on tracks next to homes, schools, and parks.  PANY-NJ's repowered Tier 4i Switch Duty Cycle  

locomotives have been operating with near zero emissions for the past 7 years, while NYS Authority 

MTA has continued to needlessly pollute our community air with 1970's locomotive emissions. The NYS 

Legislature has provided the $20M that is in Comptroller's Contract #DR36644 for the LIRR to repower 

these locomotives. Please provide the additional funding required to complete the repowering of these 

fleets -- which has been an official NYMTC goal for years now -- and claim these measurable GHG 

reductions as a CLCPA success story.  (See illustrations with more information on page 2). 
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2. Please fund DEC's grant program https://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/105603.html to provide 

municipal infrastructure that gets organics now being shipped by rail to landfills and incinerators out 

of the black bag waste stream. Organics are @40% of black bag waste in NYC now and the city has 

composting trials underway. However, the infrastructure to do this at scale does not exist yet. Please 

provide funding for this infrastructure. This is justified in the CLCPA, including by this strong statement 

from the Waste Chapter of the CLCPA Scoping doc: "The Climate Justice Working Group (CJWG) agrees 

that ending the disposal of food scraps and yard trimmings at landfills and combustors is probably the 

single most important action the State can take to cut emissions from this sector." 

3. Please add mandatory recycling of gypsum wallboard construction debris and CLCPA-financed 

project funding to the EPR legislation advocated by Judith Enck (who has been invited to give oral 

testimony on the 19th) and Assembly Member Englebright and pass and fund that legislation. This 

will reduce the amount of filthy C&D-by-rail that has plagued constituents from Long Island, to NYC, to 

Upstate communities by landfills since this new industry started in 2008. EPR is part of approved NYS 

policy in the CLCPA Scoping. Gypsum wallboard recycling is already happening today in other places. 

For further information please go to NEWMOA Gypsum Wallboard Webinar 1: Problems, 

Recommendations, & The Current State of Recycling. In his presentation, one speaker called out New 

York State for the large amount of gypsum wallboard it sends by rail to landfills in Ohio: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QBfwH64TcJA  

https://www.newmoa.org/solidwaste/projects/gypsum.cfm 

The NEWMOA C&D Workgroup has recommended the following policy options: 

• Ban the disposal of gypsum wallboard waste in landfills  

• Require recycling of wallboard wastes produced by state-financed projects  

• Require waste management planning  

• Develop common terminology and reporting requirements  

• Develop and implement extended producer responsibility approaches 

4. Please pass legislation to contain all waste-by-rail blowoff, leachate, and odors completely in rail 

cars and containers. New York State is still allowing "C&D Residue" to be shipped in open rail gondolas 

that have drains in the bottom and are covered only by pervious netting (a CSX requirement). Loads 

are open to precipitation and wind, and contain leachate that is sopped up from the tipping floor. 

Thus, the rail cars emit waste blowoff, leachate, and odors in communities, including from demolition 

debris that may contain lead, asbestos, and other toxic material. Senator Addabbo has introduced 

legislation in the past to mandate hard covers on these rail cars to contain all waste and odors in the 

https://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/105603.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QBfwH64TcJA
https://www.newmoa.org/solidwaste/projects/gypsum.cfm
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car, and we hope both the Senate and Assembly will pass this legislation in this session, now that 

foreign investors are trashing our communities with these filthy loads.        


